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| Test] Common prosperity is the fundamental principle 
of socalem Common prosperity « what makes 
wrialien) cuperior Only the very essence of sociahem 
can Make | posible to realize comMmON prosperity a 
watershed hal separates the socialiet system from other 
exploitative systems in history The private ownership 
system 1s built on the foundation of caplonation U ader 
that system an catremely mall group of people owns a 
major share of the means of production The working 
people although they are the majority in society are in 
a miserable sate in which they are caploied and 
enslaved With the socialiet system people are then own 
masters The system allows everyone to share the means 
of production and create and enjoy material wealth The 
establiehment of thee system is the required eile 
for achres ing COMMON Prosperity for the people 

of many generations have the dream of living in great 
harmony Only the socialiet system can make their 
dream come true Under the socialist system. the goal of 
social production «@ fot to satiety the greed of the 
Minority it 1s to sateefy the ever-growing maternal and 


cultural needs of the pec 


pay the capenses for developing education. srence 
hygiene. national defense. and social welfare. or for 
burkding large-scale construction progects that regronal 
governments of mndividual units cannot support on thei 
own In short all maternal wealth 1 spent on the working 
people themecives Lenin described the situation Ul ader 
the means of 


satisfy workers individual needs for developing thei 
individual skills. or for enabling « veryone to have a far 
chance to enjoy the fruit of scrence and ant” This way. 
we can stimulate people's imitative and creativity 
encourage the development of productivity and rare 
the average person's living standard as fast as powsbl> 
One can say the socialist path the path toward gradu- 
ally realizing the drean of common prosperity If onc 
upholds sociatiem onc muri also uphold the principle of 
COMMON Prosperity 


In China. socialist construction began when productivity 
was catremely low. combined national strength was at its 
lowest. and people lived in catreme poverty Therefore. 
our Most important task « to overcome poverty As 
Comrade Deng \iaopeng pointed oui. “Poverty « not 
socraliem Socaliam must abolish poverty If we cannot 
develop productivity and improve the people's living 
slandards. we cannot say that we have satisfied the 
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demand of wxialem For the reason we must pene 
vere in our determination to carry oul eoonemn con 
siruction work hard for the development of produc: 
tivity and build @ strong maternal foundation for the 
realization of COMMON Prosperity 


When we practice soc ialiem we need to wipe ou! poverty. 
bul we must at the same time prevent polarization inte 
two esteemes Poverty «not socmlem Vet enriching 
only a emall group of people and betting the majority say 
poor nm not socmalam either The essence of capitaliem is 
to create ¢ wide gap between the rich and the poor, 
e+) Lay ev into two extremes The 

world has changed somewhat wnce World War Il But 
the fact that capitalem i hased on private ownership 
and capitalist production i to satel) the capitaliets 
dewre to obtain the moat profits has boen changed 
nor will i ever be The i why 
“people's capitalem.” nor will there be common prow 
perity among the capitalise and all the working people 


percent of the property im t 
the stock « held on the hands of the millonaires, or | 6 


} 
32% 


where the division between the nich and the poor is 
extreme and the poor live most miserably International 
Monopoliets continuc to caplon 
and regiom They cxport funds and goods and buy up 
resources and labor at cheap prices They are driving 
more people into poverty 


Here we are reminded of the sttuation in old China On 
the one side there was a emall number of catremely rich 
people on the other wide was the poor majority One ude 
was paradiec on carth the other hell on carth This 1s the 
histoncal portrant’ of “4 China half feudal and half 
colonal The phenomenon will never be allowed to 
repeat iteelf in the socaliat New China However. the 
advocates of bourgoon lherahzation work hard to pro- 
mote polarization They belreve China's problem is not 


i: 


about cauwng polanzation and everyone ‘should fully 
go for polanzatior ~ What they really mean when they 
advocate polanzatron that they want caprialam They 


want to start all over again: They woul? like to fatten 


5 
is 
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a new capitalist claws. then we have 
wrong path ~ We must have a clear 
relinquish our fight against bourgeors Iheralizat 


take effective means to prevent polanzation 
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(H Course achieving COMMON prosperity dows not mean 
becoming Prosperous at the same pace and at ihe sare 
time There i an ancient saying “Material entities are 
nol equal to each other, this ¢ the nature of mater” 
That 19 to say, the common law of matter 6 ite unbal- 
amed situation China covers a large area Dillerent 
parte of the nation have different distribution of natural 
resources. and thei socie economic and cultural devel: 
opment vanes laternal factor and external condition 
corting among individual regions enterprises and 
workers will not be the sam. i i imposible for 
eee 6 ee © Se oe SS 


same pace Accomplishing iy na sow 
sicads process eae. the others may 
catch up Some are others slower. i will be 
unrealistic to expect regions and all people to become 


rch wemultancousl) and ina short time In the past we 
thought comMOn prosperity meant getting rich at the 
sare tome and at the same pace We everyone in 
the Cowntry to start from the same point and advance at 
the same pace We engaged in egalitananinm promoted 
the “we mee bowl” and even suppressed the nich in the 
name of helping the poor As a resull. no one wanted to 
lake any initiative Our socialist economy did not have 
the vitality it needed and the process of accomplishing 
common prospernty was slowed down Affer the Third 
Plenary Sewwon of the | 1th CPC Central Commuitice. we 
decided to implement the system of distribution 
according to labor along with other methods of distribu. 
tron The new system allows and supports some peopic 
and some regions through honest labor and legal bus. 
news to become first We encourage thove 
who are now nich to help the others who may be staying 
behind Then eventually all people and regions will 
accomplish common prosperity The party believes that 
with thes system. we can build socialim with Chinese 
characteristics: We have found from expenence that this 
system 1s good for the natronal situation. and this 1s what 
the people want So far we have had success The entire 
country has capenenced changes wince over a decade 
ago Things have changed for the better even for the most 
hackward regions The living standard of all the people 
im the nation has generally improved The success of 
dev clopment hes on letting individual sections help the 
overall situation and letting quantitative accumulation 
evolve ito qualitative progress. This «@ the way to 
achieve common prosperity a. we should continuc the 
practice 


We must understand that “partial prosperity” 1s related 
to COMMON Prosperity. one 1s the means. the other 1s the 
end We cannot separate the two and treat them as 
antitheses We will be misinterpreting the party's policy 
if we alrenate the principle of common prosperity and 
c\agecrate the imporiance of “partial prosperity Dong 


thes will only lead to misconception and mistaken action 
Every citizen im our country has the nght to make money 
if he follows the policy and obeys the law He must use 
honest and legal means. and he must not impair any 
national. collective. or other people's interest. If all he 
cares about 1s for himself to get rich first. despite the fact 
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that 1h dong eo he may inflict damage on the nation the 
collective. and other people, of if he gets rreh by bullying 
his neighbors by taking advantage of other by codan 
eering the publa interest and by using ile gal or inmorel 
means then he rs acting aga. ast policy and commetting 
illegal acts Hi ve absolutely necessary to sateguard tn 
profits the worker deserve But we must also be prudent 
we mest prevem and solve the problem of untan dir 

bution We seed to reform in order to break away from 
ihe dead end of egalitanannm We abso need to make 
sure that the differences in incomes are proper and 
reasonable We must take effective measure to festrn: 

and correct anyone who decides to make money ty 
illegal means We must stop anyone fron reaping huge 
profits legally and we must puniweh coonomn Crimes 
For those who obtain a high income by following this 
policy and by staying within legal boundaries we need to 
improve our tax system w we can better regulate the 
situation The sauation will be under control if we can 
perfect the policy and legal system Ye inciease macro 
coonomn control and regulate coonomic activities Ay 
the same time. we will use the coonomn levers of pricing 
taxation loans. and interest rates to regulate any regional 
and industrial differences Tie general principle of this 
policy 1 to give priority to those who are chgiblce to 
become prosperous and to achieve common prospenty 
step by step 


(hur goal sto achieve common prosperity gradually and 
it 1s vital to our goal that those who get rich faster must 
hel) the others who are still struggling Our nation is a 
socialist country built on the foundation of public own. 
ership Individual or regional interests cannot be sepa. 
rated from national and overall interests The improve 
ment of people's living standards and the gradual 
prosper) of the whole country 1s the same thing During 
the last few years. some people and regions nave become 
mereasingl) prosperous There 1s the subjective factor of 
individual hard work but geographical conditions and 
historical reasons together play an umportant role Ther 
success depends also on national and collective suppor 
and contributions from the whole country and all the 
people Therefore those who are ahead in achieving 
prosperity showld not forget that the whole nation and 
the collective are looking for their help to achieve 
common prosperity Naturally. help should be offered 
voluntary and the conditions for help should be mutu. 
ally beneficial We do not apportionment 
“equal shares.” or “robbing the nich to feed the poor ~ 
Aid should benefit the recoprent as well as the benefactor 
When we help others develop. we may gain more oppor 
tunities to cxapand. grow. and become more prosperous 
Recentl, many successful regrons and individuals havc 
decided to make contacts with those who are still strug. 
gling in poverty and offer them help by teaching them 
skills and technology. by giving financial ard. by showing 
them the path to prosperity. and by strengthening thei 
ability This encouraging news. We must make an 
effort to preserve thes capenence and make our work in 
the future more efficrent: The party and the country have 
always emphasized the pot that we must help the less 
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and poor ge von yn! we must pu 
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fr, ueible way to mmelonent Fa 
i individue’. who #e be must learn to take 
advantage « the and « to Fem and at the same 
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it «ws of ulmos umpe ian? that patty mers an. 
cactres play an exemp! ary 1 4e Nn Sup lorting “he princr i 
of common prosper.) Party members and cadres have 
the duty and respo, sibility to help ihe masses cor ec tly 
undersiand the arty’s policy They should ot the 


csample in abic .g@ by the law and working had te get - 


tech They cto sould find the way to lead th: masses ‘0 
prosperity The present policy and distributie a sy stern: of 
ihe party and country apples to party momhers and 
-adres too Ther legal profits «ill be protected under 
ihe rule Bul party members and cadres shoulu maintain 
a hogher standard. If we deviate from the principle « 
common prosperity and arbitrary decide that piu 
met bers and cadres should get neh oot, then we are on 
the wrong path If we allow this to happen. then 1 will be 
ces for party members and cadres to become alienated 
from the masses. and thes will harm the party and the 
government However. it 1s heartwarming to know that 
there are many party members and cadres all over the 
cowntey trying very hard. to the pont that they would 
give up ther own opportunities. to help and provide 
leadership so that the people may obtain prosperity 
Thew character and sentiment provide the spiritual 
strength for the masses. and they stumulate people's 
desire to work hard and achie.c Common prosperity 


Historical capenence and reality show us that oul 
soctalem can save China. and only socalem c/n 
develop China. Onc we deviate from the socialrst patn 
we will not be able to make our cvuntry strong and rich 
nor will we be able to help the people of all natronalities 
to obtain the goal of common prosperity After the Third 
Plenary Session of the | ith CPC Central Committee. our 
party has designed a three-part devclopment strategy for 
the construction of socialist modernization. and defined 
the basic line of “one center, two basic pots” After a 
decade of hard work. we have accomplished the first part 
of the strategy At the Seventh Plenary Session of the 
1 wh CPC Central Commutiec. the party announced the 
second part of the strategy. its major objective and the 
has guideline. We firmly beleve that as long as we 
follow the central party's guidance and as long as we are 
willing to work hard. our national living standard will 
reach the moderate level Hf we continue our struggle for 


ween mere decades and carry oul the thord part of our 

taleys our combined national strength will be present 
vtec and our people will live a more prosperous life We 
will be able to prove to the work? then and there. tat ite 
soctaliet path is the glorrous avenue where the people's 
ileal car come true 
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i Text) Aditer’s note: In September 1900 when General 
Secretar, Jeane Zemin was condicting an investigation 
im Nianany. he cofeatedly stressed and explaned and 
demonstrated from various angles the importance of 
national unity He renured that the cadtoy of variow 
nationality’, establish and maintain a Marvy’ 

Lenmet Mav Zedong Thought viewpoint on nationa: 4) 
and wip apont on religion and to take these as ther 
guid i¢ ideas in examining studying. ani sanding th 
nationality and religious questions Wo required thai 
education in the Marxist vwewpoint oa nationality and 
religron be firmly and unwavering!) conducted among the 
he wad masses of cadres and the ayes .Aat the party + 
nationality and religious policies (¢ serionesly onpl 

mented that the hanner of parr dotim ard sactaliun. hs 
honsted high and that they oontiy strugele '> safeguard 1. 
vmity of the motherland, -ppow nation divisions and 
promote the comevon prosper: of all national, 6 This 
has major si suificance in correct: anderstang ne nation 
ality apd Feligious quesuons and in furthe dome well in 
nisonality and religious work In ords/ to help reader 
correctly understand and grasp (we Marvust naivonals 
veewpornt and religrous viewpors this ymurnal will ix 
publishing several articles on | 4s tone 


The natronality question .s a part of the overall question 
of human soci! development. and it can be resolved 
only through social A revolution and wocialist constiru: 
tron participated in by the profetanat Thr is the basi 
standpow't of the Maraist view on nationality tr 
observing and handling the nationality question cars 
has standpoint must be grasped first 


Nationality sa product of the devetopment of human 
society to a certain histories, stage After the formation 
of different national forms no nation could avord hay ng 
contacts and links with other nations and. at the sarnc 
ume. could not avo contradictions. struggle or cven 
confrontatio..a! contradicuens of one sort or anot ver 
Thes. chen. created the nationality question Hons man: 
fested in political, economic. cultural, lingursta and 
lifestycc mudes. and in customs and rehgious belets 1 
runs through the whole course of national cxarstence and 
Cevelopment and has a quite widespread and long-term 
nature Thus. not only 1s the nationality question tightly 
linked to the overall questions of society. but 1s lrhowrse 
conditioned by the overall questions of society This 
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determines thal the nationality quesiion cannot be truly 
resolved independently, bul must be resolved in the 
process of resolving the overall questions of society 
Following the development of society and the changes in 
voce forme. the nationality question has had. in dil. 
feren: historical periods different content and forms of 
manifestation Likev ive. its nature has not been exactly 
the same and the methods of handling and resolving 
problems have naturally not been the same 


In a class society based on private ownership of the 
means of production. the mayor content and form of 
manifestation of the nationality problem is national 
oppression and national eaphutation and the discrime, 
nation. estrangement. contrady tions clashes. and antag. 
onium between nationalities that occur asa result: Ina 
multi-cthan society. when the eaploiting class of one 
nationality seizes power and becomes the ruler ut gener: 
ally oppresses and exploits the people of its own nation 
ality and also oppresses and cxplots other natronali os 
Even in a single region. the exploring class of the mayor 
local nationality. apart from exploiting the peoph of its 
own nationality. also generally caploits the minority 
nationalities of the region. Thus. it 1s said that pi vate 
ownership is the socroeconomin base of ethan cxplorta- 
tron. and ethan oppression is. in the end. produced by 
class oppression. while the system of oppression is the 
overall root of the nationality problem in class society 
Although the social forms in slave society. feudal society 
and capitalist society are different. and there are also 
differences in the exploiting and oppressing classes and 
in the forms of cxaph tation and oppression they prac: 
tice, producing differences in nationality problems. in 
then nature such problems are always essentially ques- 
tons of class contradiction and class struggle This 
means thai in a class society. the nationality question 
cannot be basically resolved To ensure that 11 1s basically 
resolved. it 1s Necessary to overthrow and chminate the 
exploiting system. engage in socialist revolution and 
chimnate classes As Mars and Engels pointed out. © As 
the exploitation of one individual by another 1s pul to an 
end. so the caplontation of one nation by another 1s also 
pul to anend As the antagonism between classes within 
the nation vanishes. so the hostility of one nation to 
another will also come to an end’ Lenin also pomted 
out “Tt 1 empossible to abolish national (or any other 
political) oppression under capitalism. since such 
requires the abolition of classes. that 1s. the introduction 
of socaliem.”*’ Clearly. the historical task of over- 
throwing and abolishing the system of cxaplonation can 
be achieved only by the advanced class within the 
various nationalities, that « the proletariat. and is 
political party That « to say. if we are to enable the 
oppressed nationalities to stand up and be liberated and 
thereby resolve the nationality question it can only be 
achieved through a socialist revolutionary movement 
participated in by the proletariat Any attempt to resolve 
(he natronality question where the system of caplortation 
1s retained must be seen. if not as intentional deception 
then as thoughtless illusion and cannot be adopted by 
any political party that upholds Marxism 
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Proor to the establishment of New China, the crus of the 
nationality question in China was also class exploitation 
and class oppression. Since ancient times, China has 
been a multreethnnw country and for a long period of 
feudal society, regardless of whether the Han nationality 
ora minority nationality such as the Mongolian nation. 
ality ot the Manchu nationality was the ruling nation 
ality. their landlord class. without exception. exploited 
and oppressed the laboring people of then own nation. 
ality and exploited and oppressed other nationalities and 
their laboring people When we compare the position of 
the Han nationality and various minority navionalities. 
we see that only the degree of caploitation and oppres- 
sion differed There was no essential difference between 
them Thus. if the people of the various nationalities 
were to stand up and be liberated, the only way was to 
overthrow the reactionary rule of the landlord class 
After the 1840 Opium War, China entered a semicolo- 
nial. semifeudal society The continual aggression and 
unbridled plunder of the imperalist powers resulted in 
China facing the danger of partition and extinction The 
various nationalities of China all deeply suffered the 
cxaploitation. oppression. and enslavement of the impe- 
rialist powers. pointly bore national suffering and lived in 
an abyss of misery. Thus, pressing on the people of all 
nationalities was not only the great mountain of feu- 
dalism. but also the two great mountains of impenalism 
and burcaucratism The contradiction between the Chi- 
nese nation and impenaliem and the contradiction 
between the masses and feudalism and burcaucratism 
become the mayor contradictions of semicolonial. sem- 
feudal society Without driving out the imperialists. the 
Chinese would have no independence to speak of and 
without overthrowing the supporters of the imperial: 
ists—the large landowners and big capitalists with their 
official power—who exploited and suppressed the Chi- 
nese peoples. the problems of nationalities exploitation 
and suppression could not resolved Because of this, the 
overthrow of the big mountains was in the common 
fundamental interests of all nationalities. was the histor: 
ical mission of the Chinese revolution. was the sole way 
mn which the nationalities problem could be solved 


The CPC persisted in the Marvist nationality concept 
and correctly analyzed China's nationalities issues: With 
the fundamental interests of China's various .atronal- 
tes in mand. the CPC formulated strategies and tactics 
according to China's national conditions. The CPC led 
various nationalities of China. through 28 years of hard 
siruggle. to overthrow the rule of impenalism. feudalisn. 
and burcaucrat-capitalism, and :n turn created a New 
(hina where all nationalities were able to be then wn 
masters Neat. the CPC carned out the socialist reform 
over the previous private ownerhsip of the means of 
production. and the democratic reform in areas where 
people of vanous nationalities dwell, thus wiring out 
both the cxplontive system and the exporting c! oss which 
had casted for the previous several thousand vears 
Consequently. the CPC enabled various nationaliti.s to 
thoroughly cast off exploration and represwon. and 
enabled them to gain equal nights in political, cconomi 
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and cultural areas. In this way, the nationalities question 
of class society was resolved in China and the various 
nationalities of China entered socialist society. During 
this process, some nationalities were freed from teudal 
ser! society, some were freed from slave society and 
some were even freed from primitive society and, at one 
step, entered socialist society. This was, for the various 
naiionalities of China, a deep-reaching and carthshaking 
change unprecedented in nature, which opened a broad 
road and laid a firm base for national progress and 
development. The practice by which China resolved the 
nationality question proves that the Marxist viewpoint 
On Nationality is suited to all countnes and regions in 
which national exploitauon and national oppression 
exist, and i 1s a universally applicable truth. At the same 
time. it also proves that a proletarian political party can 
properly resolve the nationality question only by cor- 
rectly combining the Marxist viewpoint on nationality 
with the realities of the nauonality question in one's own 
country 


Socialist society is established on the basis of public 
ownership of the means of production and the ehmina- 
thon of the class source of the nationality question. 
However, the nationality question still exists and will 
exist for a long time to come. This is because, first, while 
it 1s extremely difficult to overturn and eliminate the 
system of exploitation and echimunate the exploiting 
classes, the bisterical practice of many countnes has 
proven that this cen still be accomplished in a shorn 
period, such as a score of years, a dozen years, or even 
just a few years. ‘lowever, elimination of the conse- 
quences ieft by the system is more difficult to achieve. 
This 1s particularly so of ideologies, which, whea formed 
have quite an independence and often lag behind one's 
existence These cannot be nemediately eliminated with 
the abolition of the system of exploitation. For example 
the elimination of nationa! prejudices, national discrim- 
ination and big-nation chauvinism will need quite a long 
period of time. Second, even when socialist society has 
chminated the exploiting classes. class struggle will con- 
tinue to exrst within a certain scope and, under certain 
conditions, may be intensified. Domestic class struggle 1s 
also always linked to international class struggle. In the 
Opposition and struggle between the two ideologies and 
two systems of socialism and capitalism. the imierna- 
tional reactionary forces have not given up using the 
Natiinality question cr deliberately provoking nation- 
ality dispuies to wage attacks on socialism, or linking up 
ai d engaging in coliusion with hostile domestic forces to 
creste soctal disturbance or even divisions between 
nationalities Third, because of difficulties in the bases 
and the stages achieved in national development and the 
influence of other faciors, differences have 

between aitferent ar_as in terms of .he ievel of economic 
and cultural development and sometimes the differences 
ere very great. Ths imbalance in development brings 
various sorts and various degrees of national contradic- 
tions. Finally, the objective patterns of social develop- 
ment detesmine that, first. class will die out and finally 
nations will die out. Prior to the withering away of states. 
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that «5, prior to the whole world entering communism, 
nationalities will still exist: As long as nationalities exist, 
differences between one and the other will exist, and the 
nalionality question that this brings will not be thor 
oughly resolved. From this we can see that the major 
content of the nationality question in socralist wocrety 1s 
the differences in economic and cultural level between 
nationalities which have been lefl over from history and 
the various contradictions which have been produced by 
this. As Comrade Li Peng correctly pointed out in a 
speech at the national conference of heads of nationality 
committees in February 1990: “Our country’s nation. 
ality question is more frequently manifested in the 
problem of minorty nationalities and nationality 
regions urgently requiring accelerated economic and 
cultural construction.” In terms of its nature, the nation- 
ality question in socialist society is basically different 
from the nationality question im class society and is 
gererally an internal contracictio: among the people 
However, ‘f it 18 igno.ed or improperly handled, or if 
mistekes occur in policy. and particularly if we drop our 
vigilance agains! harmful plots by hostile domestic or 

eign forces, the contradictions will be intensifies and 
naticna’ clashes and confrontation of a class struggle 
nature may occur. This has already been proven by the 
realities of some countries. Thus, resolving the nation. 
ality problem well during the socialist period 1s a major 
historical task faced by the proletarian party holding 
power in a multi-ethnic state, and certainly cannot be 
treated lightly. 


Comrade Zhou Enlai once pointed out, “The deverwp- 
ment of the various nationalities in Our Country 1s very 
unbalanced. This situation has come down to us from 
history. and 1s reflected in both the economic base and 
the superstructure. Ii we want to move toward balance. 
there needs to be cooperation and mutual assistance 
between the va,1ous nationalities, and we cannot talk 
about development in an isolated way “* This tells us 
that the basic avenue for resolvine the nationality ques- 
tron in socialist society 15 for all nationalities to unite and 
cooperate in carrying out socialist modernization to 
achieve the common progress. common wealth. and 
common prosperity of all nationalities: Marxism holds 
that the working class must liberate the whole of man- 
kind before ii can finally Wherate itself If, in a state 
where one's party holds power. some minority national- 
ies OF Nationality regions are in a backward situation on 
the economic and cultural levels. the realization of the 
State's prosperity and strengthening and the degree to 
which these are realized will be affected. and the degree 
to which the working class itself 1s liberated will naturally 
not be great. This 1s especially so in China, where peopic 
of minority nationalities number close to 100 millon 
persons, the area of the regions in which they resioc 
occupes 64 percent of the total area of the countr . and 
their economic and cultural levels are generally lower 
than those of the Han nationality Thus. the influence of 
such situations on national prosperity and strengthening 
is even more marked Therefore. speeding the economic 
and cultural development of minority nationalities and 
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Nationality areas as weil as areas where the Han nation: 
ality is backward. and overcoming imequaliies are not 
only demands of the principle that the working class 
must liberate itself, Sul are also the bases of social and 
political stability in nationality areas and of the long. 
term stable rule of the country These are also in accord 
with the demands and basic interests of the various 
nationalities of the whole country China's economy isa 
unified entity While the economn and cultural devel- 
opment of the minority oationaiities and nationality 
regions must rely on the jount efforts of the minority 
nationalities and nationality regions. i cannot be 
divorced from state support and assistance and support 
from the quite advanced nationalities This shows that 
the prosperity and strengthening of the stat. 1a precon- 
dition for the economic and culture! development and 
the prosperity of the minority nationalities and the 
nationality areas The imbalance between the national. 
ties in cerms of economen and cultural development can 
be overcome only gridually afler development of the 
socialist construction of the overall state In other words. 
the fationality questio.) in socialist socret) 1s Only a part 
of the overall! question of socialist modernization and 
can be resolved only in the process of carrying out 
socialist modernizatios where there +. aigh degree of 
culture and a high d- gree of democracy 


The realization of common prosperiiy requires the com- 
bining of state assistance. the assimance of other nation. 
alives. and self-reliance by one’s own nationality Com- 
rade Jieng Zemin. at a speech at the mecting 
commemorating the 40th anniversary of the PRE 

pomted out. “We must adopt necessary measures. con- 
tinue to assist and support the development of the 
coonomic. educational. cultural and other undertakings 
in Nationality areas. and make long-term. unremitting 
efforts to gradually chuminate the disparities thet have 
been handed down by history and which canst to dif- 
fering degrees among the various natronalitics ~~ As far as 
the state 1s concerned. it should provide the greatest 
possible conditions and the greates: possrhle opportuns- 
ties for the coonomn and cultural development of 
minority nationalities and nationality arcas The devet- 
oped Han nationality arcas should do then best to avert 
and support the minority nationalities and minority 
arcas and backward Han nationality arcas They should 
fully recognize that this assr cance and support is mutu 
ally beneficial ano based on mutual interests. and docs 
not simply involve one cide helping the other Seer from 
a long-term straicgn view. the reserve strength and 
prospects for our country s coonomn devclopment aill 
© a great degree. be determined by the situations im 
resource devclopment and cconomi Jdevciopment in 
nationality regions At that time the mutual interests 
and mutual benefits will be more obvious Al the same 
time. the vanous minority ntionalities and nationality 
areas should also fully recogn.ze that the realization of 
any beautiful aspirations requires one's own hard wort 
and tne bringing into play of ones) = oon enthusiasm and 


creativity The support of que developed nationalities 
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and areas is only the condition for realizing the prow 
perity and wealth of one’s own nationality Thus. ut is 
necessary for the spirit of self-reliance of one's own 
nationality to be fully brought rato play. and that this be 
combined with the help and support of other nationa: 
tres and the state s assistance. so that better reselts are 
achieved Only in this way will it be possible to graduarly 
reduce the disparities between the various nationalities 
realize common common wealth, an common 
prosperity, and allow the various nationalities to 


progress together toward greater goals 


From the position of the nationality question in the 
overall question of society. and its manifestations and 
avenues of resolution in class society and socialist 
society. one can see that the basic interests of all nation. 
alities are identical and thei. ommon fate and avenues 
of development tic them closely together The common. 
ality of the basic interests of the people of all national:- 
ties 1s the pownt of departure and basic foothold of the 
Marxist viewport on nationality As far as communists 
who have the liberation of the whole of mankind as their 
task are concerned. regardless of which nationality they 
belong to. they are first and foremost communists and 
secondly members of ther nationality Thus. they should 
link up with the masses of their nationality. warmly love 
their nationality and reflect in a timely way the demands 
and requirements of their nationality They should also 
link up with the masses of other nationalities, warmly 
love the members of other nationalities of the great 
socialist family and act as models in promoting the 
unity, progress. and prosperity of the people of all 
nationalities That 1s. they should firmly maintain the 
view that “the prosperity of all nationalities is the basi 
stand of our socialism on the national policy level “* and 
correctly understand and grasp the Marxist viewport on 
nationality which requires the common prosperity and 
common progress of all nationalities: They should also 
through their work. ensure that the Marxist viewpoint on 
nationality and the party's nationality policies become 
the common knowledge of the broad masses. especially 
of young people. and ensure that this common know!- 
edge 1s continually strengthened and passed on fron, 
generation to generation so that it becomes a powerful 
weapon to guard against the interference of varrous sorts 
of mistaken ideas 


(iver the last 40 years under the leadership of the CPC 
and through the common efforts of the people of all 
nationalities. there has been great cconomic and cultural 
devclopment among the minority nationalities and in 
nationality arcas. This has been especially so since the 
implementation of the reforms and opening up. when 
even more progress has been seen. people's lives have 
been widely improvec. the disparities between the 
nationalities have been reduced and the people of all 
nationalities have been satisfied Phas 1s the result of the 
(PC adhering to the Marxist vrewpornt on nationality 
and implementing the correct: nationality poles In 
future, as long as we adhere to the party's leadership 
unwavecringly follow the socialist road. seriously imple- 
ment the basic line of “one focus and two basic pomts” 








JPRS-CAR-OL-O4N) 
12 June 1991 


and the party's various nationality poles, seriously 
implement the “Law on Nationality Area Autonomy,” 
and continually perfect the system of nationality area 
auionomy, then the common progress. common wealth, 
and common prosperity of the various nationalities will 
certainly see a brighter and more brillant tomorrow 


bootnotes 
|. Selected Works of Marx and Engels, Volume |, p. 270 
Collected Works of Lenin, Volume 22, p. 119 
\. Selected Works of Zhou Enlai, Final Volume, p. 260 
4. Ibid., Final Volume, p. 263 


Further Do a Good Job in Religious Work, Serve 
the State's Stability, Development 


HA1808132091 Being QIUSHI (SEEKING TRUTH] 
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Article by Ren Wuzhi (0117 0523 0037), director of the 
reau of Religious Affairs under the State Council) 


[ Text) The 1990's isa very crucial period in the historical 
process of China's socialist modernization. The “Pro- 
posal of the CPC Central Committee on Drawing Up the 
10-Year Program for National Economic and Social 
Development and the Exghth Five-¥ car Plan” sets down 
the grand blueprint for China's economic construction 
and social development over the next 10 years. and puts 
forward a program of action by which the whole party 
and the people of all nationalities throughout the couniry 
can continue to advance. In December 1990. the Statc 
Council convened a national rehgious work conference 
to summarize religious work over tae last decade and to 
make arrangements for relg.ous work for some time to 
come Considering religious work from the angle of 
building socialism with Chinese characteristics so tt 
better serves the stability and development of the state 
and the unity of the nation and better serves the realiza- 
tion of the sccond-step strategic goal of China's socialist 
moderp ization. several questions seed to be revolved on 
the Weologi ai and practical work levels 


oo ‘aaly zing ( urreat Situation in Retigious 


What 1s the current situation in religious work” This 1s a 
question of concern to many and a question that must be 
answered 


After the Third Plenary Session of the | ith CPC Central 
Committec. the party's correct principles and policies on 
the question of religion were revived. In 1982. on the 
basis of summing up the positive and negative caper. 
ences since the founding of the PRC and studying the 
situation of rehgion under the situation of reform and 
opening up. the party Central Committee cxaplained the 
basic views and policies on the question of religion 
during China's socialist pernod. and thereby guaraniced 
that religious work would advance along the correct 
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track. During the last 10 years, under the guidance of the 
party Central Committee's correct policies and through 
the common efforts of party committees and govern: 
ment and patriotic religious groups at all levels, obvious 
achievements have been realized in religious work The 
party's various religious policies have been imple- 
mented, venues for religious activities have been opened 
up and arranged, patriotic religious groups have been 
revived of established, citizens’ freedom of religious 
belief and the legitimate rights and interests of regular 
religious activities and rel Ss groups have been guar 
anteed through law and policies, and religious activities 
in Most regions are normal. The patriotic and socialist 
conscrousness of persons in the religious circles has been 
raised they support the leadership of the CPC and the 
socialist system and actively coordinate with the party 
and government in implementing religious policies 
They have also done much beneficial work in safe- 
guarding social stability and the unity of the national. 
tes. 1h promoting the unity of the motherland. and in 
developing friendly international contacts. The potnotic 
unied front of the religrous circles ot all nationalities 
which is under the party's leadership, has been further 
consolidated and strengthened. and the ma.ses of ret. 
gious behevers of all nationalities have octively partic 
pated in the building of socialist material and spiritual 
culture. It should be affirmed that religous work in the 
last several years has accorded with the situation of 
reform and opening up and has centered on and served 
the party's central tasks. and. overall, the situation 1s 
eood 


At the same time. it should be recognized that religious 
work under the new whuation stil! faces many new 
siuations and problems For cxample. hostile forces 
abroed use religion to engage in subversive and harmful 
activities against us. wie a very call number of 
national salittust clements use cele to fan .‘istur- 
hbances and cause trouble. icc sically. a few lawless 
elements also use religion to engage in criminal actiy:- 
ties. In response to these situa*ions. we should maintain 
sober minds and duc vigilance In another respect. there 
siso canst many problems in implementing the policy of 
freedom of religious behef. and instances of violation of 
citizens rigat to freedom of rehgious hele! and violation 
of the legitimate nghis and interests of retgrous groups 
still occur These problems hkewise must no be over 
looked 


I beleve that. in analyzing the rehgrous work situation 
there are at least two pow. that must be stressed First 
the major standard in judging icligious work should be 
as the party Central Commutice pointed out long ago We 
should see whether it links up the whole body of the 
masses of behevers and the masses of nonbelevers to 
centralize their will and energies in the Common goal of 
building a sirong. modern socialist state This « our 
bas point oc; departure in implementing the policy of 
freedom of relgrous belref and handling al! religous 
questions Mractice has proven that implementing the 
religious %ohoes of the party. unifying the patriotn 
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personages OF the religious circles and the broad masses 
of behevers, 8© a8 motivate their enthusiasm for 
socialism, and consolidating and vxpanding the patriotic 
united front, will play a@ promotional role in social 
stability, ethnic solidarity, the unity of ihe motherland 
and the four modernizations, and will also have a 
beneficial effect on the international level. Tris is a basic 
appraisal. Second, we should adhere to the “doctrine 
that everything has two aspects.” That is, we must fully 
affirm achieverments and rust olso soberly recognize the 
problems that exis! as only in thes way will we be able to 
make correct decisions. [f we do not correctly assess, on 
the macro level, (he situatior of religious work, and if we 
do not recogmze the echevements we have realized, 
then we will (ose faith and even doubt the correctness of 
the party's religious work policies. On the other hand, if 
we ignore problems and lowe: our guard and become 
careless, it will also have undesirable effects. We should, 
through correct analysis, unify our understanding. sum- 
marize our caperences, and seriously handle religious 
questions well under the new situation, so that religious 
work better serves the stability and development of the 
State 


Il. Fully < aderstands.g Importance of Religious Work 


In a speech tc the national religious work conference 
Premier |) Peng pointed out that the “correct treatment 
and handling of the question of religion 1s a major tssuc 
in Our Country's socialist construction. and is also an 
important component in the building of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.” This 1s an important conclu- 
sion drawn by summing up history and current exper 
ence. and it fully shows the importance of rehgrous work 
im China's socialist construction 


( hina has five main religions Buddhism. Tzorsm. islam. 
Christianity. and C atholicusm After the ceiablishment of 
New China. through the profound trar-tormation of the 
social and economic system and mayor changes in the 
religious system. some basic changes occurred in ihe 
siiuation of region on China and contradsctions on 
rel.erous issues are now mainly Contradiction © among the 
peopic. In China's socialist socvets the basic political 
and economic interests of the masses of rcligious 
believers and the masses of nonbelievers are the same 
while ther differences in ideas and beliefs are ws ndan 
Geroral Secretary Jiang Zerran has incrsively pomieu 
oul tha’ “the princepie we tollow on handing the rela- 
honshi with ow: fren | os Sciquous corctes 1s unity and 
coope ratvon on the poh..cal lo cl aad wietual re opect m 
verms of dees and beliefs Thus. the messes of religious 
behevers and nonbeln vers are Guite able to uniic under 
the banner of patriotism and socialism and. with onc 
heart and mind. build then motherland We should 
“ecoym. ¢ that rehgron im China sill | as a widespread 
mass base and social influence and although the masses 
who beheve on the various religions do not constitute a 
ve’) great proportion of the overall national population 
their absolute number is certainly not small In \anous 

-oees. the question of correct! handling religious rssucs 
iS 8 Question of correctly handling the masses Only by 
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implementing we policy of freedom of religious belief 
will we be able to promote the unity of ihe whole body of 
religious hehevers and the breae masses of nonbelievers, 
and mobilize the enthusiasm of painotic personages of 
the religious circles and the broad masses of religious 
believers, so that taey jointly make efforts in the cause of 
socialist modernization. 


China is a multiethnic country and religion still has a 
wide-ranging and profound influence among some of the 
minority nationalities, in which nearly the whole popu- 
lation believes in a particular religion, Although nation- 
ality and religion are two different categories, in real life 
the nationality issue and the religious issue are often 
interlinked. Thus, correctly implementing the party's 
religious policies has especially major significance in the 
minority nationality regions. Ii we do not pay atiention 
to respecting the religious beliefs of the minority nation- 
ality masses, 1t will affect our relations with the minurity 
vationality masses and affect ethnic solidarity and 
national unity The unity between the religious believers 
of the various nationalities and the nonbelevers 1s an 
important part of the overall unity of the people of al! 
nationalities throughout the country, and the overall 
unity of the people of ail nationalities throuyhou’ the 
country is a basic necessity for ensuring victory in 
China's socialist cause. We must pay grea’ atienivon 'o 
respecting the rel.gious beliefs of the minority nal on. 
ality masses and unify the various natioughiues in sirug- 
gling together for the prosperity of the socialist mother- 
land. We must also oppor: any communal acions euch 
atterapt to use relor to destroy ethnic solvdar: 5 or to 
split the nation 


The experences of history tell 1s that rehgoon is an ise 
involving the ideas and behe:s of the masses however. 
under certain conditions ard in certain situations, 11 can 
te used by hostile domestic and foreign forces, thus 
causing some contradic uens to be intensiied of ever ww 
become confrontations! contradictions, and ther: s 
affecting the stability o; the stete ord society. This «s 
because, although class struggic «s no longer the meyor 
contradiction in China's society, it stell eansts with’e > 
certain scope end may at tines be reflected in rehgn o 
ivsues. Thus im handling re'igious issucs, we MLS! pre. 
ceed from the ov_ra'l ide? of safeguardeng statility. ard 
firmly drAmguish anu .urrectly handle the two differen 
types of contradictions. in respeci of questions of ide.). 
logecal understanding among the mass... we must adhere 
to the pohoy of mammtaming sohaarn. and odhere to 
d-mocratw a-d educational methot. However. we h.ust 
firmly curt harmful activites carrred om by Comesty or 
forewn bostie forces. regavdiess of what form they 
appear 'n 


Reigron 1s also an inteyvnational phenomenon In his- 
tory. inend'y rehgrous contacts have occupied a very 
important p sition in China's cultur’! interflow with 
pieces abroad’. while foreign impenalism and colo- 
nialiom used religion to engage in melita.» and cultural 
aggressor against our country, and this left painful 
memories for th Chinese people After establishment o' 
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⸗ 
New China, friendly external contacts ou the religious 
level were continuously developed and have now 
become a part of China's nongovernmental diplomacy 
However, hostile foreign forces have not given up thor 
efforts to use religion to engage im subversive and 
harmiul activities against our country Since China 
implemented opening up to th outside. these hositle 
fon os have seen even more opportunities to Make use oF 
and have stepped up their subversive activities in thry 
respect’ Thus. we need to understand this question both 
from the high plane of saieguarding world peace and 
ws cloping China's Snendly foreign relavions aad trom 
th: high plane of subversion and countersubs ersion 
“peacetul evolution” and counter peacetul evolution.” 


In brief. the question of religion is a mayor question that 
affects the stability and unity of China, affects than 
solidarity and the unny of the motherland, affects the 
building of socialist maternal and spiritual culture, and 
affects the struggic between subversion and countersub- 
version and “peaceful evolution” and counter-" peacetul 
evolution.” We communists are atheists and do not 
believe in any rchgion, but in formulating religious 
policies and handling religious .ssues, we musi accord 
with objective patcerns, accord with the patterns of 
religion itself, and see such policies as being beneficial ‘9 
the development of the overall cause of socialist con- 
struction. Under China's socialist condstions. the 
exploring classes have been ehiminaied as classes, ana 
the class source for the existence ant uveveclopmen: of 
rehgion has been basically reraoved However tre social 
sources and colaitive sources of religion still exist 
Under socialist histoncal conditions, religion's influence 
on some people wil’ exrst for quite a long time to come 

The development of soc. ahs! maiknal culture and 
socmalist spiniual culture will wevitabl lead to the 
gradual chminaticu of inat on which rehgion rehes for 
existence. this +s the base avenue for the vatura! with- 
‘ving away of religeon. Thus, we must corresth impr 

ment religious policies and, through the religious work of 
the party and the government, guide ac.1on according |o 
the circumstaxce motivate positive ciements. and 
better serve the realization of the awty s basic line and 
strategic gual, 


1}. eaplementing Policy of | reedom of Re‘iginws "& cat 
‘uy Overalls Way 


The poly of freedom of religious be’. 1s a ) ong-term 
basic policy of the part, e state ip ge: Sing with the 
question of relipron. this pe cy was ‘orm, laid im 
acce ‘davey with the Mara.st viewpornt on .chigron in 
ght of the actue! situation of region mn ( hioa. and it 
a cords with tre bas omereets of che peoule of Un whok 
ountry. As long a» there ar ecple who beheve 
rehgion, we wall foliow this poly and «t will not change 
\l present wo nust pay atieniion to mamiannmg the 
Stability aod continuity of rehgious policies and imple- 


ment the policy of freedom of religious beret in an 
overall aid correct way 
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lerpis, the numb, of poopie wherbelrove un religion 1s a 
minority, bul the situanon ciffersyin various areas In 
areas where the tmaoorty of people do not beheve. we 
mus! pas attention to respecting and protecting the 
rights of the minor, who do beleve on religion. La areas 
where the mapority of people have religious belets, we 
INUSt Pay Attention to respecting and saleguarding the 
ighis of the nunority of people who fo not beheve. In 
briet, there must be mutual respect, solidarity, and 
harmony between those people woo beleve i. religion 
and those who do not. as well as between persons 
different religions and different sects. Any phenomenon 
mVvolving discrimination apainst persons who do believe 
in religion or persons who do not believe in religion 
should be corrected 
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2eTs 1O Polley 


Religious activites must be carved oul within the scope 
aliowed by the Consitution, lay. and pohcwes. This ts 
consistent with freedom of religious Celiel The govern- 
ment must im accordame with the law. protec: the 
legitimate rights and interest. of religious groups, tem- 
ples, and churches, safeguard the rehpious staff and 
workers in carrying out normal religious administrative 
activities, and safeguard Sohes ors in engaging in norma! 
religious activities. The pelics of freedom of religrous 
behets a rie’: grven to citizens by the Constitution and 
law Thus, at ‘he same tome as chivens exercise the n@ght 
19 freedom of rehgious belef. the, must fulfil their 
obligations. No person may use religion to oppose the 
ports s leadership or the socia''si sysiem, to enc.anger the 
unity of ive state, the staoility of society, oF ethone 
solidarity to harm the interests of society or the collec- 
ive. o* to obstruct the legitimate mghts and interests of 
ther meens No one may use religion to ‘ntertere in 
“Sole Ldministrat. on. pustice. schoo! education, or publ: 
eo. caves mm socrers. and no one 1s permitted to revive 

‘“g6,0u8 or feudal privileges Cr ovoteme oF expionation 
and oy pression which have already been climinated. We 
must go le the personages of .he relogrous circles and the 
broad inasses of rehgrous behevers to raise their respect 
for the law and dis.ipiine. so taat by consciously safe- 
euarding the sinoility of the state and society, and 
guarding 2e@aim:: anu opposing the use of religion to 
engage mm comical activities, we can promote the reeu- 
lanizii0? of rel grows activities. Thereby. the policy of 
froedom of rehgrous belet will be corrctly imple- 
reo vied 


ihe Constrution stipulates that C hina’s religious groups 
and rehe@ous offpirs will not be controlled by foreign 
forces. Independence dome things for onesc!f and 
autonomy. selt-ceveclopment and self-transmuission are 
basic principles in | hines: religions’ handling of foreign 
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relations, and are also characteristis of Chinese reli 
gions. Under the conditions of onening to the outside 
world, all religions in our country face new tests in 
maintaining independence and autonomy, We must sup- 
port contacts, on the basis of equality and frendship, 
between religious circles in China and religious organi. 
zations and personages abroad to increase mutual under- 
standing and fnendcmp between the people of the var- 
ious countries Of the world. Al the same time, we must 
educate the personages of the religious circles to con- 
sciously safeguard the interests of the state and the 
nation, safeguard the sovereignty of the staic, adhere to 
the pri ciples of independence, deciding things for one- 
self, autonomy, self-development and self-transmission, 
aad firmly oppose meddling and interference by foreign 
religious Organizations in the internal affairs of Chinese 
religion and firmly oppose their attempts to again con- 
trol Chinese religion. No forcign religious organization 
or individual is permitted to establish religious bodies or 
religious activity venues or to engage in missionary 
activities in our countr:. All relevant departments, in 
handling interflow and cc peration with pioces abroad, 
must seriously implement the party's religious policies, 
so that the activities are beneficial to opening up to the 
outside world and also beneficial to resisting hostile 
fo eign forces using religion to engage in subversive 
acuvilies. 


In order to implement the policy of freedom of relic ous 
belief in an overall way. better safeguard normal reli- 
gious activities and the legitimate mghts and interests of 
religious circles, guard agains! end curb lawless clemenis 
using religious activities to create chaos and commit 
crimes, and in order to reerst hostile foreign forces using 
religion to engage in sub srsion, we must manage rehi- 
gious affairs in accordance with the law. Such manage- 
ment involves the governn enti exercising administrative 
management and supervision « .er the implementation 
of relevant laws, regulations, anu policies. This ts 
intended so that religious activities remain within the 
ccope of laws, regulations, and policies and do not 
interfere with normal religious activities or the internal 
affairs of religious bodies. Patriotic religious groups are 
bridges by which the party and the government unify and 
educate the personages of the religious circles. Fully 
bringing into play the role of patriotic religious groups 1s 
an important organizational guarantee for the proper 
implementation of the party's retigious policies and for 
ensuring that religious activities are regularized. Par'y 
committees and governments at all levels »nust suppo 
and assist the strengthened building of patriotic religious 
groups, so that they independently develop their activi- 
ties in accordance with the: own characierstics and 
patterns and do well in religious atfa.rs 

IV. ae Party and Government | cadership, 
Striving To R Basic Tasks of Religions Work 


At the work conference convened jot long ago by the 
State Council, the basic tasks of th. party and govern- 
ment in religious work for some time to come were set 
down. They manifest the siabil'iy ond continuity of the 
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party s religious policies and the idea of implementing, 
in an overall way, the policy of ireedom of religious 
belhiet. They also manifest the itea that religious work 
must serve the party's central tasks. Karsing the under- 
Standing of all the comrades in the party in respect of 
religious issues and strengthening leadership over rel 
gious work by party commitices and governments at all 
levels are basic guarantees for ensuring the realization of 
the basic tasks of the party and government in religious 
work for some time to come 


The party Central Commitice and the State Counc! 
place great stress on religious work. Premier Li Peng 
personally attended the national religious work conter- 
ence and made an important speech. General Secretary 
Jiang Zemin called some of the delegates together for a 
discussion and gave them portant directions. On the 
eve of the Spring F neral Secretary Jiang 
Zemin also invited |. ors tron, the various religious 
groups to Zhongnan) as his guests to have a frank 
discussion on our cou ‘phous issues and religious 
policies. The party cena: committee and the State 
Council have required that party committees and gov- 
ernments at al! levels must place stress on religious work 
place religious work on the agenda. study and analyze the 
religious work situation at regular intervals. seriously 
examine the situation of religious policy implementa- 
tion, resolve problems in a timely way ind motivate 
everyone in the party. al! levels of government and all 
sides of society to further stress, concern themselves 
with, and do well in :eligrous work, so religion ts suited 
to socialist society. Religious work 1s an important part 
of the party's mass work, and the broad masses of 
religious believers are spcead at the grassroots ievel. The 
grassroots party organizations and the grassroots organs 
of state power must strengthen their leadership over 
religious “ork, serrously implement the party's religious 
policies, and stres, the ideological education of religious 
teaching and admin:strative staff and the masses of 
behevers. !n areas where the masses of religious behevers 
are concentrated and where economic and cultural con- 
ditions are back ward, 11 1s necessary to organically com 
bine economic and cultural development undertakings 
with doing wel! iv rehgious work 


It is necessary to stress and strengthen ideological and 
political work and carry out education in patriotism 
socialism, ana ethnic solidarity among the broad masses 
of people. We must actively educate the broad masses of 
peonle and especially the broad masses of \oung peop! 
in dialectical matenalism and historical materialism 
(including atheism). so as to have the broad masses of 
youre people become a generation of new people who 
have ideals, morality, culiure, and discipline. We as 
concern ourselves with the hardships of the masses, help 
the masses to resolve their real problems. propagate 
scientific and cultural knowledge. develop rich, varied, 
healthy, and beneficial spare-time cultural activities. and 
guide the attention of the masocs to the building of the 
two types of socialist culture. As for publishing works 
that touch on religion, they are rot allowed to viola.e the 
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religious policies of the party and the state or to harm the 
religious sensitivities of the masses of religious believers 
Nort are they allowed to wee religion to distort history oF 
to harm national unity of ethan solidarity € ommuniets 
Must establioh a correct world view continually faive 
ther political consciousness. Fem the communiet faith 
and implement the party » religious policies in a model 
way 


Tollowing the deepening and capansion of reform and 
opening up the tasks of religious wort have booome 
daily more onerous and the establiahment of a religious 
work cadre contingent suited to the heavy tasks 6 a 
Major ofganivational guaranioe for doing well in rel 
gious work Promer Li Penge has pointed out “All levels 
of government must perfect religious work organs and 
allocate to the work posts cadres who have good political 
qualities and a strong capacity for work and who are very 
familar with religious work.” Al the same time as 
perfecting the organs and strengthening then cadres 
religious work departments at all levels of government 
should strengthen thei own construction Religious 
work cadres Must make efforts to study Maraist theory 
familbarize themselves with the religious policies of the 
party undersiand relevant legisiation. master specialized 
religious work knowledge. and develop clove links to the 
patriot personages of the religious circles and the broad 
masses of religious believers In thei work. they must 
stress survey research and continually improve their 
work styles and methods. work diligently. perform thei 
duties honesily, and serve the people with all thei 
hearts 


Notes on Reflections on Yearning ( rare 
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|Article by Zhong Chengaiang (0112 0701 4982) 


| Text] Around the time when the Year of the Horse gave 
way to the Year of the Ram. the S)-cpisode indoor 
televisson drama )earning produced a sensational effect 
in socrety It was screened im many parts of the country 
from Nanjing to Beying and from Chengdu to Wuhan 
breaking all ratings records wherever it was shown Tens 
of thousands of viewers. men and women. young and 
old. were moved by the fate of the protagonists. A 
Yearning crave of unprecedented proportions was 
whipped up. The crave has now subwided. but as a 
noteworthy) cultural phenomenon. | think the valuc of 
)earning goes fat beyond the play iteclf. 1 was with this 
im mind that | made a sober and scientific analyser of the 
play from the perspective of Marxist historical mater. 
aliem and dialectical matenaliem The following otes 
on my reflections are the sum of my understanding 


The emergence of earning was by no means forurtous 
This social aesthetx phenomenon and maw fervor of 
artist: appreciation arrived primarily because ) corning 
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accurately touched the group net nerve of contem: 
porary audiences and tou hed the point of eaciation and 
area of resonance mm the aestheti psychology of the 
Masses Studying and analyzing the reasons for the 
leurning cage from the perpective of viewer aesthetics 
will give us an idea of how today's socialist literature and 
art can better adhere to the onentation of “serving the 
people and serving socialam™. come closer to the 
Masses, everyday life. and reality. and be better loved by 
the Mares 


Atlaching importance to the study of viewers aesthetic 
psychology san important breakthrough in an criticam 
in the new period. Influenced by the “sediment [chen 
dian WKY 144] theory” which was in vogue afew years 
back. some critics focused then attention on the “sedi 
ment of the centurnesold feudal autocracy. the rule of 
wmifeudaliem and semiolomalem over the past 100. 
plus years. as well as backward and negative factors in 
the aestheti psychology of contemporary audiences, and 
drew the conclusion that a “new enlightenment” was in 
place today There « no denying that the 

influence of feudal traditions and the modern capitalin 
ideas of the West have lef then mark on the aesthetic 
prychology of the viewers This is an important aspect 
which we must fully take into account and srive to 
chminate However thi is but an aspect of the problem. 
nol its entirety. According to the “sediment theory,” 
there 1s aloo no denying that the age-old historical and 
cultural traditions and enterprising spirit of the Chinese 
nation, the tradition of the Chinese people in waging 
revolutionary struggles under the leadership of the CPC 
turing the past SO years, as well as the tradition of 
building socia'iem in the history of the People’s Republic 
have lefia “sediment” of valuable positive factors in the 
acsihet psychology of contemporary audiences These 
positive factors include patnotieam. national self-respect 
and self-sirengthening. the work style of starting an 
enterprise through arduous effort. the prevailing practice 
of unity and mutual aveistance the quality of broad- 
mindedness and sincerity. the idea of sacrificing one's 
own miterests for the wake of others, encere and pure 
love. and soon This kind of national spirit. philosophy 
of life. and moral and cthical values constitute the main 
aspects of the aesthetic peychology of contemporary 
audiences They represent the quintessence of the history 
and culture of the Chinese natron. and are the funda- 
mental qualities that cnable us to stand on our own 
among the nations of the world Our acknowledgement 
of this fact «6 a pom where we differ im orinciple from 
the natronal nihilists Recognition of this point is an 
important precondition for correctly studying and ana- 
lv7ving viewers aesthetn peychology im the learning 
crare 


First, Dewrning 1s 4 strong response to the powerful and 
warm current of patnotwm national self-respect. and 
sclf-strengthening in the aesthetic psychology of contem- 
porary audiences With the raped development of the 
televisron industry since the 1980's. television drama as 
a fnew art form has achieved much wider coverage 
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greater impact, and stronger permeative capacity than 
vimilar art forms thanks to modern means of transmis 
won, Out of their sense of patriotiam, national seil- 
respect, and self-strengthening, the Chinese people. who 
have plunged into the torrents of socialiat moderniza 
tion, ardently hope to see a ter number of out 
vianding Chinese television dramas that can better 
reflect the great era in which they live so that they can 
play a better role in ideological and cultural develop: 
ment Long serialized dramas can, no doubi, produce a 
greater impact on audiences than any other type of 
lelevision drama The regrettable thing is that most of 
the long serialized dramas screened in recent years were 
lorcign productions Although audiences appreciated the 
tales of strangers in dramas like Blood Suspicions, The 
Mave Girl, Story of Ashin, and Lil ol, whieh were set in 
foreign lands, they offen regretted ty. fact that home- 
made serialized dramas were not availanic The arrival 
of Yearning fully satisfied this desire What this actually 
meant was that it satisfied the patriotic sentiment and 
sense of national self-respect and self-strengthening on 
the part of contemporary audiences to promote the 
outstanding culture of their own nation and show the 
new era of the motherland It is thus understandable that 
—* produced such a sensation the moment it was 
a 


Second, ) earning is also a strong response to the call for 
realistic art that comes closer to the everyday life and 
reality of the masses in the aesthetic —— — 


decade-long Cultural Revolution have been cagerly 
calling for the resurrection of socualiet collectivist moral 
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Values as well as sincerity and undertanding between 
poople qualities which were destroyed and trampled on 
by the gang of four, Under the new situation of reform 
and opening up, Western culture Nooded into China a 
few years ago A handful of people in ideological and 
cultural circles who advocated bourgeon liberalization 
auiomatically edepted the imdividualiati moral and 
ethical values of the West They totally negated the 
traditional moral values of the Chinese nation and 
opposed socialist collectiviet moral values To a certain 
extent. thes upset the moral values of the entire society 
and even weakened our moral education in socialist 
collectiiviem We painfully came to realize that it was 
precisely due to this agitation by a handful of “elite” 
members of society that same people became velfivh 
under the impact of the commodity coonemy Interper 
sonal relations became callous, and individualiom 
money worhip. hedonam. national nihiliam, and prag. 
Matiom sneaked in unnoticed Among these people faith 
in the socialist ideal was badly shaken. and frendship 
and sincerity were hard to come by Against this back 
drop. the rounded and lifelike artistic + of lw 
Huifang. Song Dacheng, Granny Liv, Luo Gang. \iao 
7husin and others portrayed in Vearning for 
wncerity. culogized true love. and saluted the spirit of 
sacrificing one's own interests for the sake of others This 
inevitably struck a very sympathetic chord in socal 
psychology and in the aesthetic psychology of contem 
porary audiences In thes sense. Yearning reflects the 
pressing desire of the Chinese people to carry forward 
the traditional virtues of the Chinese nation and step up 
socialist moral development under new historical cond: 
trons Naturally this also embodies the people's forceful 
criticrem and censure of the mynad of individualietn 
outlooks on life and moral values that do not accord with 
conditions in China 


if we look at the play from the perspective of the 
scriptwriters instead. that is. from the perspective of 
artist creation. we will aleo find that an important 
reason for the success of Yearning les in the fact that i 
attaches importance to the study and anatyen of the 
viewers aesthetic psychology and has accurately grasped 


this prychology 


The scriptwriters said that they had decided to produce 
a play that “the masses will love to watch” before they 
proceeded to write the senpt This orginal intention 
sounded wmple. but | was also of great ugnificance In 
order to produce a play that “the masecs will lowe to 
watch.” as noted above, they not only saw that life 
during the two decades reproduced in Vearning would 
vigorously strike a sympathetx chord m the universal 
social peychology of contemporary audiences. bul toot 
care to fully respect the aesthetic habits developed by 
contemporary audiences through years of appreciation 
in the portrayal of characters and im the plotting of the 
sory and the structural arrangement 
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In order to move the audience and arouse thei interest, 
in the portrayal of the characters. Dearing adopted the 
acsihete approach of pushing everything to extremes, 
both in characterization and in depicting the fate of its 
protagonists Extremity is a kind of beauty In aesthetn 
creation, extreme sadness i beautiful, and wo are 
extreme happiness. catreme goodness. and catreme evil 
In the beginning, code names were used for all of the 
characters in Dearing For instance, Lin Huilang was 
called “the onental lady”, Wang Varu was “the nasty 
weterindaw Wang Husheng was “the pedanin intel 
lectual”. Song Dacheng was “the silent pursuer’ What 
they were domg was outlining the personality traits of 
the characters and then pushing them to extremes. w 
that ‘the good will be thoroughly good and thoroughly 
down-and-out.” This meant that the fate of the charac: 
ers Must show mayor ups and downs and be pushed to 
extremes Tt has been proved that thes approach. of 
pushing the temperament and fate of characters to 
extremes in aesthetic creation. is in keeping with the 
aesthetic habits of the masses and © one of the factors 
that produced the )eurning crave The extreme goodness 
of Liu Husfang. “the onental lady found expression not 
only in the fact that. by raring an abandoned child. she 
lost her pob. ruined her health. and lost the home she had 
ined so hard to build up, but also in the fact that she 
agreed to marry Husheng, “the son of a dog.” in order to 
wothe three wounded hearts (those of H hes 
mother, and Yaru) We may criticize her for confusing 
sympathy with love. and can debate the correctness of 
otherwise of her choice from the ending. bul one cannot 
but be deeply moved by her beauty of extreme news 
in trea'ing others with sincerity and in sacrificing her 
own interests for the sake of others When misfortune hit 
her time and time again—afier losing her home her son, 
her husband. and her legs. she even lost her only spiritual 
support, Xiao Fang—how can anyone not be shocked by 
the tragic fate of this lady who was “thoroughly good and 
thoroughly down-and-out ” 


In order to give audiences a sense of closeness aad 
famiharity. ) earning strove to attain the quality of being 
truthful and natural in its plot tt combined changes .9 
the situation with “newghborhood gowip and the man. 
ners and morals of the time ~ When designing the plot. 
the scnpteriters had obviously studied and adopted the 
most popular “modes in the aesthetic psychology of the 
masses. The first mode was Chinese audiences (of 
ballads and the lhe) and ( hinese readers (of vernacular 
short stores and the like) have always cnyoved watching 
or reading stones about the scholar in distrew meeting 
the girl who has a heart of gold. the two getting marned. 
the scholar letting her down an! the unworthy hushand 
being given a good beating im the end ~ They are never 
tired of these stones because these stones indeed arc 
imbued with the traditional virtues of the (Chinese 
nation. virtues that should still be carned forward In the 
final analysers. thes 1s also the hase story line of ) corning 
The second mode was Chinese audiences have always 
enjoyed watching stones about lowng and going in 
search of one's child because these stones contain the 
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hind of genuine affection that is passed on from one 
neration of the Chinese nation to another A Taiwan 
im entitled Mommy Low Me Once More, whveh had 
little to recommend i ideologically and artistically, 
became a sensation wherever il was screened mainly 
because tt was a story of such human interest. The 
that runs through ) earning, that, Wang Varu and Luo 
Ciang’s search for thew daughter, also falls into this 
category The third mode was Chinese audiences have 
always enjoyed watching stories about changes in family 
and matrimonial relations because from these they can 
see changes pe values on love as time 
The film Wild Mountains, which won the Best Feature 
Film Award at the Siath Golden Rooster Awards, is 
about two peasant couples “swapping partners under 
the sweeping tide of rural reform Dearning is basally 
about the complicated changes in the relationships 
between three couples (lovers) Liu Huifang and Wang 
Husheng. Luo Gang and Wang Varu. Sung ng and 
Vuejuan The only difference is that ever-changing social 
mores and the readjustment and cvolution of peoples 
sense of values over a period of nearly 20 years 1s merged 
with the plot 


in terms of structural arrangement. )ourning as the fest 
mayor production of indoor television drama. fully took 
into account the aesthetic attention span of audiences in 
watching a SO-episode serialized drama Each episode 
cen on a few characters, wenes, and events The 
beginning of cach episod. echoed the previous one. and 
each episode had iis climax and surpense Audiences 
were fascinated by the interlocking events and gradually 
— ae much so that many citres fou J their 
streets on the nights when Dearing was 
screened because people stayed home to watch the play 


The above caperrence accumulated by ) carn ag on the 
level of artistic creation 1s something we can go by in the 
creation of mayor indoor television dramas Strictly 
speaking. it 1s mainly during the new period that televi- 
sion drama productions have registered a swift growth 
In the course of their growth. they have drawn nourish. 
ment from Iiterature. drama. and films No doubt this 
nournshment has contributed positively toward the 
gradual maturity of teleplay language Today. film tech. 
niques are used in the production of most television 
dramas. and this means increasing costs and investment 
Thos 1s not compatible with our national conditions and 
financial capability In order to resolve the pronounced 
contradiction between the huge demand for television 
programs and our limited ability to produce these pro- 
grams the practice of shooting television dramas 
indoors with camera-switching and synchronized sound 
recording techniques should be promoted We should 
sirive to give play to the superiority of television tech- 
nology. shorten the production cycle. reduce costs. and 
merease efficrency Working with ample and crude 


equipment the ) earning production group showed ther 
enterprising spirit and opened a new path of producing 
mayor indoor tclevison dramas with “greater faster 
better, and more economic results” treating the studio 
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a a production base The wenilicance of the new 
approach is fot to be underestimated. as i has created 
some Valuable new experience for the reform of Chinas 
lelevieon drama production process 


CW course, nothing is all-pertect, and Dearing iw by ae 
means perfect This can be seen from the fact that its 
second showing failed to produce the same hind of 
venation as when the play premiered When they finally 
sat down to do some sober reflection, an increasing 
number of viewers were able to point out the madequa 
cres of the play Tn my open, we can find the cause of 
these madequacies im the creative and ideological 
approaches of the scriptwriter. 


The serptwriters of Dearne once sad that ther senpt 
was the product of “chats.” Put more precisely, they 
started off with “chats” on viewers aesthetn peychology 
and then started writing by turning to thew pool of 
experiences in life and emotions The advantage of this 
creative approach is obviously quite diflerent from the 
so-called “salon art” which claim, to be “created for Dla 
century audiences” Tt comes closer to the aesthetn 
needs of contemporary audiences However if we take 
the aesthetic psychological demands of contemporary 
audhences as the starting port of creation and use this to 
tap our pool of capenences in life and emotions in 
creative writing, the following situation will arwe When 
the need to desgn the characters. plots and livelihood 
patterns im accordance with viewers aesthetic psy. 
chology tales with the nich livelhood and emotional 
experience of the writers, the serpt wilt be well 
conceived and lifelike and will beam with the charms of 
realiem. This 1s the case with many of the scenes set mn 
the Liu household When the need to design the charac. 
ters. plots and livelihood patterns in accordance with 
viewers: aestheti psychology happens to fall in an areca 
where the writers’ lives and emotional experiences are at 
their weakest. or if the writers are biased oF one-sided in 
then understanding of particular character types and 
lives. the serpt will appear stranyacketed. even concep. 
tual Thos os the case with many episodes set in the Wang 
household and in the mages of Wang Husheng Wang 
Varu. and Wang 7itao Viewers aesthetic psychology is 
after all. something secondary that belongs to the ideo. 
logrcal category. and if it 1s misinterpreted as something 
primary in life and taken as the starting point 1a creation 
then the aesthetn creation will, when the writers’ cape 
nenees mn hfe and emotion are msufficrent. mevitably 
deviate from the mat malist theory of reflection H we st 
through all 80 episodes of Dearning. we will not have any 
difficulty noticing that on the portrayal of the words and 
deeds of certain characters. the writers sometimes con 
cerned themselves only with the loge: of dramatic con. 
fleet on order to grab the attention of the audience. and 
went against the temperamental and psychological logn 
of those characters. (For imstance. in depicting Lew 
Hurfang. the incarnation of traditional virtues. throw rng 
herself inte the arms of Huo Gang. whom she knew had 
always loved Varu. and tearfully recounting to him her 
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miatortune. Ho fet only contrary to the qualities of 
wil reapect and sell-strengihening in Muslang’s peron 
ality. Dut goes against the moral code in the chatacters 
poychology This epimode only served to intensity the 
dramain conflict They were caught in the act by Tian 
Li. who acted as 4 goebetween im the play Tian Li told 
Varu what she saw and this created complications in the 
plot) Certain epreodes and details also seemed contrived 
and implausble because they were overly concerned 
with dramatn effect (hor istance, for more than W 
eprodes after Luo Cang’s reappearance as Liu Van's 
teacher, the central plot and conflicts baseally served 
one purpose that i. to prevent the persons concerned 
from discovering Niaotang s identity As the truth could 
have been revealed in one meeting and one sentence. 
wems contrived to go against this logic of lite and 
perpetuate the mystery) All these resulted from the 
major mistake made by the scrptwriters in mistakenly 
laking the aesthetn psychological demands of au hences 
as the one and only starting pont in creative writing 


Furthermore although the aesthetn approach adopted 
by Downing 18 pushing everything to extremes in the 
depiction of the temperament and fate of its characters 
has deeply moved audiences and aroused ther emotions. 
it also means a certain degree of concep! ualization and a 
tendency toward homogeneity in characterization For 
imstance. in the play Wang Husheng was depicted as a 
“pedantic intellectual” and a “ylter ~ Upon closer exam. 
ination. the way he requited Liu Hurfang’s kindness with 
enmity the abuse he hurled at her which amounted to 
personal insults. and his abusive treatment of \iaotang 
all appear to be “excessive” in artiste: creation and give 
one the feeling of berg logical but not real Take Wang 
Varu for another example As the “nasty esterindaw 
her “nastiness” toward \iwotang (whom she did not 
know was her own flesh-and-bood) Liu Murfang and 
Song Davheng seems inhuman and difficult to under. 
stand It also gives one the feeling that such a tempera. 
ment has been invented by the director rather than beng 
a reflection of her own nature Lu Nun while affirming 
the value of the popular clawical novel Romance of the 
Three Ainedoms on the hestory of Chinese literature. also 
pomted out that the treatment of characters had been 
“excessive.” noting that “the good guys were depicted im 
such a way that they did not have a single flaw in thei 
characters.” and the same was truc the other way round 
He said that the author “wishes to make Liu Pera kindly 
mar Sul draws a character who seems a hypocrite 
Wants ig to depret Zhuge Liang’s wisdom. he makes him 
appear a sorcerer” (4 Aries History of Chinese Fiction) 
This was also a case of “cxcessiveness” im aesthetn 
creation earning 1s also flawed on thes respect 


1 


(on a deeper level. the “craze” of the ) corning craze 16 
the large-scale discussions on culture. deology. philos- 
ophy of life and moral and cthice! values. discussions 
that mvolve people from all walks of life Tt is in this 
sense that the play was a socrocultural phenomenon of 
greal profundity 
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That a television drama could towel off discussions of 
seh magnitude is something thal goes Beyond the we 
Ailkhance of the play iteell These discussione are still 
going on and the questions touched upon are wide 
ranging The views eaprewed mainly focus on the fol 
lowing two questions 


The first question i whether or fot the attitude toward 
life and moral values embodied by Liu Mustang and Song 
Dacheng accord with the spirit of the times and are 
worthy of being culogized and emulated 


Actually i appears that the wniptwriters had been aware 
of thes question from the start They had repeatedly 
stated “We are only writing about traditional moral 
values” “The moral values embodied by Liu Murtang 
are by fo means the ultimate criterion of behavior in 
mM) op Mmon in order to suit the thematn requirements of 
a major indoor televimon drama. learning treed to 
reflect the changes over a 20-year perrod on the interper 
sonal relat hips between the Liu Wang and Song 
families Ht set the codes of conduct for the father the 
mother, the hushand. the wile the elder ster the 
younger brother the frend the neighbor 1. other words 
the moral norms for society asa whole The play treed to 
reflect the changes in time through depicting Changes in 
people's sense of values over these 0 years This was the 
acsthetn angle of Deurnine From thes perspective what 
ever subjective intention the scnpteriters might have 
had. the play m fact affirmed and praned the et of 
moral values with society as the standard through the 
images of Liu Mustang and Song Dacheng and negated 
and denounced the moral valucs with undis iduals as the 
standard In other words in handling the relatronship 
between the mdividual and society the practice of 
sacrificing more and secking lew  strewed fn the 
handling of the relationship betwcen oneself and others 
greater sincerity and lew jealousy ms strewed In the 
handling of contraditions and conflicts berg strict 
with oneself and lemrent toward others is stressed This 
set of moral valucs represents the carrying forward of the 
traditional virtues of the Chinese natron under new 
historical conditions and constitutes an rmportant com 
ponent of socialist collective moral values How can we 
regard these as old moral values that are unworthy of 
being affirmed and praned’ 


Some people thought that Liu Murfang who meekly 
submitted to oppression and cndurcd humiliation was 
lacking in the modern touch and that Song Dacheng 
who tomidly yielded on all weucs. was not manly They 
did not subscribe to thew philosophy of tite The & 
undersiandabic When we affirmed the moral \ alucs 
embodied by Liu and Song we only had the develop. 
ment of socraiest collectives cthics in mund ft does not 
mean that we endorsed all thew words and decds 
Artestn images are very complicated There arc bound to 
he gaps of one sort of another betwcen artrst images 
and the ideal realm that should be evicemed Liu Hu: 
fang 1 not m fact “the paragon of ( hinese traditional 
virtues” as some people claimed To be more precise she 
1s “the sum of traditional ( hinese virtues and traditional 
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weakness thal these virtues and have yet 
to be chminated She herell is ihe murroro. traditional 
moral values Shei the mecarnation of an neal red vel of 
moral values. bul she 1 fot a model for Contemporary 
audiemes partnularl contemporary youth to learn 
from Even Liu Muilang admitted that “there an 
invible hand out there pune me. wo that “I seem to 
have accomplished nothing his “onvieible hand” is 
the tive factors on the traditional moral values that 

the weab cvs in her temperament As ine tithe 
wong sad “Who can tell me enether the « neh oF 
wrong” Perhaps we should be more understanding 
toward the words and deeds of Liu Muifang in the given 
corcumetances. and ponder them rather than wmply 
passing judgment In this way we could perhaps obtain 
wore enlightening ideas for the de chopment of wocraliet 
ideology and culture As to Song Dacheng who is not a 
reformer with an weal to begin with neither should we 
impose “Qiao Guangpu (OR29 OM) 2614 character 
requirements on him least of all take him asa model for 
how to behave 


The second question « whether of not Dewrnine on its 
portrayal of Wang Husheng Wang Varu Wang /itao 
and other intellectuals: has on the aesthetn level madk 
some crron in its awessment of the value of life 


(on thes question the reaction among intellectuals par 
thularl) high-level ones os particular sensitive In my 
opinion two error im the portrayal of intellectuals are 
worthy of our attention Cine is the tendency to turn a 
bhind eve to the historical position occupred and the rote 
played by intellectuals as a part of the working class in 
woctaliet modermzation wace the Third Plenary Sesnon 
of the | ith CPC Central C ommitice. sill treating them 
as “the snking ninth category and as “targets of 
reform ~~ The other s the tendency to mnore the fact that 
intellectuals must integrate themselves with workers and 
peasants and to depict them as spiritual nobles who 
stand taller than the rest of us Mas Dewrnrne made the 
fist of these two errors m any way” As noted above 
there 1s indeed room for mmprovement in the way inte! 
lectuals are portrayed in Dewrnmne The 1 prohalhh duc 
to a lack of exapenence of life and emotions on the part of 
the scrpteniters of because they had not taken sufficient 
notice of the new fruits of thenkeng on the histories! 
positron and rote of rnteliectuals on the new period Take 
the portrayal of Wang Varu for mstance Because the 
scroptwriters had already placed a weight which wimbot 
ived “nastiness oon ther acsthetn scale when portraying 
Wang Varu the admuratc enterprising spirit and sical 
fast pursuit of love we see on thes entetiectual eho grew 
up under the red fag of the People’s Republx not only 
were fot given the acsthetn caprewion and acsthetn 
affirmation they deserved but were untaitly critnized 
(on the onc hand the positive clements in the character 
of the onteticctual Wang Varu namely those traditional 
moral valucs of the Chinese natron that urgentl need to 
be replenished and perfected are mappropriate! 


negated on the acsthetec level On the other hand = the 
negative chements in the character of the ordinary worker 
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Liu Huilang. namely those traditional moral values of 
the Chinese nation that need to be abandoned and 
reformed are objectively and inappropriately affirmed 
on (he aestheti level In addition. the homogenous and 
flat character of Wang Husheng and the excessively 
didactic image of Wang Zitao also leave much to be 
desired in the play 


Nonetheless. one flaw cannot obscure the splendor of the 
jade Deurniny will sll have its unique place and valu: 
in the history of televimon drama development for the 
year 1990. and will contrast well with Portress Beweged 
adapted from the novel of the same name by Mr Qian 
Zhongshu. in the history of contemporary Chinese liter: 
aiure One isa healthy) and popular masterpiece that 
represents the latest accomplishments of television 
drama artists in setting great store by the study of 
viewers aesthetn psychology and striving to bring thei 
works closer to life The other sa serous and refined 
work of art that signals the latest aesthetic attainment of 
telev ron drama in its cry for sustenance from literature 
dearning and Fortress. Bevueged have an important 
bearing on the further improvement of Chinese televs- 
von drama in terms of content and aesthetn 
level Together they indiwate a tand colorful ‘uture 
for the socralist art of television 


Socialism 's Superiority as Seen trom ‘s 
as Shandong 


HA 1 S0504419) Becune QUUSHT ISERBAING TRUTH 
im Chines No 7 1 Ape Ol pp 2005 


{Article by Jiang Chunyun (1203 2504 0061) 


| Text} ( omrade Jiang Zemin pounted out. “ The newborn 
socialist system has expenenced twists and turns in the 
course of its development However history has proved. 
and continues to prove. that the socialist system pos- 
sewses a strong historical vitality and great viability 
The brithant and tremendous achievements made by 
Shandong in its economic and social deve! »pment in the 
4! years sence the founding of New China. particularly in 
the |0 years and more since implementation of the 
reform and open pole, fully testify to the fact that 
socraliwm has a supenornt) bevond comparison with 
capitaliam 


1 Soctalis: Public Ownership System Has Creath 
bt mancipated Productive borces 


Marsism holds that the fundamental criterion for 
judging a social system i whether or not it can emanc- 
pete and develop the productive forces Thes 1s a basin 
principle of Marxism Comrade Deng \iaoping pointed 
out. “The most fundamental task m this stage of 
sociatrem ms to develop the productive forces The supe- 
norty of socalem «= embodied m the fact that its 
productive forces are more and better developed than 
those under caprtaliwm “° Th. public ownership of the 
means of production «= a fundamental tran of the 
socialist system After nationwide lheration. a socialist 
economn system with public ownership as the main 
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bods was gradually established The establishment of the 
publi ownerhip system has fundamentally eliminated 
the hasn and inherent contradictions of capitaliam. the 
state of anarchy in production. and period economn 
crises. thereby averting the massive wastage and destruc: 
tron of the sacl productive forces: The laborers have 
become the masters of the state and of the means of 
production Laplonation and oppression have been 
chiminated and the enthusiasm of the laborers is greatly 
aroused The emancipation and development of the 
productive forces have promoted eoonomn prosperity 
and social progress The once poor and backward Shan. 
dong has now become a place with initial prosperity 


The economy has developed by leaps and bounds In old 
China Shandong was a scene of devastation and dest. 
tution. On the eve of Wheration, the total value of 
industrial and agrwultural production in the province 
was only 242) blhon yuan Crain output totaled & 
millon tons averaging lew than 200 kilograms per 
capita: The few industrial and mining enterprises in the 
province were in an umpoverwshed state Social unrest 
and disorder prevailed and prices were shy high The 
people were living in dire poverty and large numbers of 
poverty-stricken peasants had to leave thei native vil- 
—— ee Milhons and tens of 
millions of people were ¢ to “brave the pourney 
to the northeast” to eke out an existence. lt was on this 
poor and backward basis that our socialist revolution 
and construction started For 41 vears. particularly since 
the Third Plenary Session of the Lith CPC Central 
Commitice the people of the whole province have been 
working hard and waging arduous struggle under the 
leadership of the party to bring about carthshaking 
changes in Shandong In 1990. the national mcome of 
the province amounted | 111.8 bilhon yuan, 25 times 
that of 1949 of an average annual increase of & 3 
percent The valuc of industrial and agricultural produc. 
thon totaled 2816 tilhon yuan. up tomes. oF a 
yearly mmerease of 9 | percent Industral output valuc 
totaled 219 766 bilhon yuan. up 200 umes. or a yearly 
merease of | 381 percent Agricultural output valuc 
totaled 638° bilhon yuan. up A times. oF a yearly 
merease of 4.86 percent Between 195! and 1989. the 
indusinal production mdexes of capitalist countries 
were as follows | nited States. 3.51 percent. Japan 9% 7S 
percent Britain. ) |! percent. and France. 4.05 percent 
As for agricultural output value the average annual 
growth rates wen United States. | 5) percent. Japan 
14! percent Britam. | 88 percent. and France. | 89 
percent hws true that there are moomparable factors 
between a province ond a caprtalest country. bul as a part 
of the natonal c.onemy. Shandong’s coonomy 
advar ovng #! the aun pace as the rest of the nation. hi 
can thus be seen tat the development of our socialist 
economy) not on!) 1s not inferior to. but far exceeds the 
caprtalest countnes I shows that the socialist system is 
far superior to the caprtalest system 


The comprehensive cconomie strength has increased 
substantially and marked improvements have been 
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Made in the conditions of agricultural production The 
power of agricultural machiner, totals 4) 16 millon kw 

1.200 umes that in the early years of the People’s 
Republn The output of grain. cotton and onl-bearing 
crops}. 11, and 2.8 times higher than at the ume of 
liberation A comprehensive industnial ssstiem with 
energy chemical engineering, metallurgnal burlding 
materials, machinery, electron, textile. and food. 
processing industries as its piilars has taken shape in the 
province There are 22.600 industrial enterprises with 
independent accounting and total assets exceeding 100 
hilhon yuan. an increase of 100 times over the carly sears 
of the People’s Republic Annual power generation and 
the output of crude on and steel are 211.8 tomes, 
times and 22.000 times respectively more than in those 
early years Crude oi production started from scratch 
and now annual production exceeds 44 $06 million toms 
\ transport network linking all parts of the province has 
imitially taken shape. with 2.213 km of raitroad and 
40.800 km of roads being opened to traffic. up |S times 
and 119 tomes respectively on the carly years of the 
People’s Republic All townships. small towns and °S 6 
percent of villages are now accessible by roads There are 
*S coastal ports with an annual handling capacity ot 
nearly 60 millon tons The province has five sery weabte 
airports and ¥O air routes Underground of pipelines 
have been completed totaling | 706 km These achieve. 
ments were unthrokable in the Shandong of old ( hina 


The closed and semi-closed economy 1s gradually turning 
into an open economy Ip recent years. Shandong has 
established economic and trade tres with more than | $0 
countries and regions In 1990. the value of export 
commodities purchased by the province totaled |) 29 
mihon yuan. 1184 mes more than mm 1950 Expor 
carnings totaled $3476 bilhon yuan. up 98 4 times 
( omsiderable changes have taken place in the min of 
export products. with the proportion of primary, prod. 
ucts gradually becoming smalicr and the proportion of 
manufactured industrial showing a marked 
imerease The ties between | ‘s cconomy and the 
world economy and the international market are 
hecoming closer 


Substantial progress has been made in scrence and tech- 
nology Before liberation Shandon, had few screntific 
and technological personne! and less than |0) research 
mstitutions tt did not have the capacity to carry out 
independent screntific and technological research and 
development After 41 vears of development i now 
hoasts 412) screntific research and technological dev clop- 
ment institutions owned by the whole people at and 
above the county level. employing a staff of | 86 million 
In the past |) vears in particular. screntific and techno- 
logecal dev clopment has seen rapid progress Success has 
heen achreved in 18.000 important screntific and tech. 
nological proyects of various types. 787 of which are up 
to mternational advanced standards Screntifi and tech. 
nological progress has greatly promoted the dev clopment 
of the productive forces Over the past 10 years. the 
technological progress factor was responsible for 45 
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percent of the newly increased industrial outnul \aluc 
and grain production also owes 40 percent of its growth 
to the introduction of new vaneties and new tec niques of 
cullivation and management In the past a per mu yield 
of 200 kg was considered high Now the average per mu 
yield for the province as a whole = 556 ke Muanta 
( ounty has achieved an average per mu yield of | 020 ky 
and has become the first county north of the ( hangang 
Kiver to achieve a yreld of one ton 


io Sostation Tine Greate Arowsed b athusiasm of 
Laborers and Promoted ( ommon Prospe:ity of \S hole 


ATT ihe establishment of ine socialist publ ownership 
system the means of production are collectively owned 
by the whole people or laborers and the arm of produ: 
Lon is to continuously fulfill the growing mareria. and 
cultural needs of the peuge Thus cxaploration and 
oppression are fundamentally chiminaicd Economy 
emancipation ensures political equality The fact that 
laborers have become masters of the state and of wait) 
has greatly stemulated the enthusiasm of the masses | he 
broad masses of the peop'e have thus plunged into the 
Might) movement of socialist construction as masters vo! 
the country Under extremely difficult conditions and 
by relying on the vigorous working zeal of the masses the 
people won one great victory after another and continu. 
ously won few victones in socialist construction in 
different penods of socialist construction group after 
group of exemplar and advamed midels 
have emerged who worked who were willing to 
devote themselves to the cause and «ho worked with a 
will and an enterprising spirit to make the country 
strong In the 1990's. cadres and the mawes of 
Niadingya Huangaian County transformed barren hills 
into fields bust dams and harnessed mver therety 
turning ther poor mountain ravine imto a land of ree 
and gran in the 1960's. hundreds of thousands of 
petroleum workers gathered on the shores of the Boha: 
Sea and the Huanghe River Working with ther hacks to 
the shy and thei feet on the wasteland. the, waged « 
on After nearly * years of hard work 


i 
: 
7 


spirit and spirit of herd work and plain living of the 
thes spirtt that the cco 
has imexhaustibic 


| 
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Socialiet publn ow nerhip precludes the posbiliy of 
wersin the Trait of other peoples labor withow! compen 
sation through of the means of prod on 
and distribution acconing to work has become a tunde 
mental prmiple for the distribution of wx ralet con 
sumption funds H+. cnty trop! foment latror peat 
people an get the material reward 1h ) deserve > pape 
were and encouraged to work hard beep 

ahead give full wope to then o8f enthuweom and 
comativily and to manta the vilaliy are veabeliny of the 
productive forces of the bawn of the eyetom tn the carly 
years of the Po ples Mepubln the principle of detribe. 
hon according |) wore was gradually ummblemented in all 
sector o wocret, The aroused the enthwaemn of the 


of lhe, and promoted the develonm. at 1 ih. economy 
For some me afierwarnd dw tw deviation im tb 


ay pony the pre epte of drstriiwtron a oo ding 
to was distorted eo. ‘Balilananinm “ew 


poy pie 
affected the Gevelopment of the Cope) Since the 
Third Plenary Seswon of the sity Central om 
mittee ovr Party has samme op caperence sod boson: 
mn thes regard and firm omplemcoted th princep’ 
distribution accordye to work [hy 4 output. 


stem of ooiract femenstelty) an a he —R 
has been empl mented on th rusal 
beinty system of comtrected Managemeg To been emph 


mented im enterpriws aad proadpyeien performance 
wd the wmerests of laborers ae directly) tivked The 
enthusasm of the vas) numbers uprece 
dentedly high and the poxductive for... ag levclopeng 
at high speed This shows thet theo haneple of desire. 


won according (0 work 1s ae Hatin rule and mevitatl:_ 


requirement of vacaleam Vien the prio ipte re uph-. 
the superorniy of the wxtalet weem ap * 
brought oto play oo” 


— 
— 
a 


The social publn ownepetp system has cnsured 
equality * men ari man based on distribution 
according to work os the question of matenal well-berng 
and has chmnated the source of polanzainon ete en 
nich and poor therehy promoting Common property 
for all the people Since the founding of the Peoples 
Republx particularly over the past 10 yoars the rivet. 


province reached |. 443 yuan 20 mes that of 1949 
Total per capita industnal and agricultural output \ aluc 
amounted to 2.2796 yuan. ap 176 mes Per capita 
grain consumption was 429 kg morc than double that in 
the carly vears of the People’s Republx Per capua 
consumption amounted to 680 yuan up 16 termes on 


high om terms of per capita moome However because 
our destributien 1s more fan and ratronal and prices arc 
jow the actual living standards of the poopie 1s far higher 
than on countries with the same per capita moome level 
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After 40 year of hard work. the province has eliminated 
hala-asar (lana and malana which had plagued the 
erovinee for centunes Ho has alo basally chminateu 
the threat of endemn diseaws and controlled the 
spread lhe mortality rate has dropped from |) 2 
thousand to 6 46 per thousand and the ay or 
vas been trom 45 years to 71.72 
ave the meecrable days when poople did 
to cover then Sodies Oo to keep t 


The soctaliet pul) . ow systen) has yo al 
that the fundamental in sof the cate, the colleger®. 
and the votiveduals nde anginal the agai 
interest: of of socvety on dh sand 
weiurs alo lacie Thus. the reguleis the 
distribuy eG of nationa. im * planned way 
and overall interests of 
people cecoming well-off 
the hos fortuna vevelop tor 
¢ ther lwebhoed Siice he The d 
ofthe (HAP . enteral ( ommutiee. our 
done a ini to help the poor This mehudes 
hh terms of ponies and matcnals the organiza 
ot supoort eared io neds Ure advance of subedhes 
to 48 finan cath) subwdized Counties. and giving support 
© the development of production and the lapping of 
fineensal resowrces i irough our efforts. the |) powerty. | 
sitchen © ovtees 19 uF Province socreas f the total 
rure! output value from S682 © oon yuan im 1984 to 
14 24) bon yuan 9 199) i heer potal medustnal output 
value moreased by > tees nd the per capita net 
moome of vs umcreased by 23) yuan The over 
wheh ong “ajyortl) of poverty stricken how holds have 
soo a vite with enough food and cloning 


- 


Ht Sectaliem (an taser Plansed 
Development of Nethunal boomer ant 
Te Sccomptich Sig Things 


Keeping .arrous evton of the natronal coonom,. im 
apr opnate proportions. * an objective requirement of 

























berces 


wecmhved mass production The public ownership « ‘the 


means of praduction by integrating different sect os of 
socret) into an entity ca ensure the rations! dnuribe- 
on of sacl. sources.6 the whole 
re yust the structuss between differen sectors of the 
natrona cconen, fetwoen sadustnies and betweon 
enterprises. wcll as the product mn. and mamitam 
varraon, b tween \ nous Mayor coonomn sectors In 
this way fe natronal coonem, can develop im. planned 
and pooportronate way Withen a given pened can 
comcentratc financial matenal and manpower rosources 


to solve major prootems having a vital hoarmg on the 


overall development of the natronal coonomy The tact 
that Si.andong s national economy has devcloped in a 
sustamned steady and coordinated way during the 4! 
vears sence the founding of the People s Republx « an 
important manifestation of the superiority of the 
soctalist svviem 


The varrous major sectors of the natronal coonemy arc 
ontimized continuously in the course of readsustment 
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Shandong resolutely implemented the unified plans of 
ihe late to easure overall harmony between its own and 
ihe nation’s econemes. On the other hand, ut attached 
import nee to efforts to understand the conditions of the 
province. suited measures to local conditions, gave full 
pay to Hts supenoriy, and promoted the coordinated 
development of agroulture, hight and heavy iduster » 
and of primary. secondary and tertiary industries At the 
time of bberation Shandony's agricultural outpur value 
accounted for 68.69 percent of the total value of indus 
inal and agricultural production Today. the proportion 
of agricultural outpe t has been reduced to 22 52 percent 
and Shandong s eccaom: has turned from a backward 
agriullural econemy imtoo one with mdusiry as the 
leading facvor Of Course. there were times when imbal- 
ances occnired between major coonomic sectors bul the 
socialist system had created the preconditions for the 
comscrous readjustment of those dispropertions Our 
ihree pres rows ecconomn readjustments had all produced 
gual results Since TYS8 in particular, Shandong has 
overcome difficulties and maimtamed the steady devel- 
opment of the economy by conscrentiously immple- 
menting the policy of pmproving the economin environ. 
ment rectify: g the economn order and deepening the 
reform Compared with 1989 GNP rose $3 percent 
national mmcome gamed 5 percent agricultural output 
wasup * > percent. ondustral and agricultural output 
vel. opereased 11.4 percent. and revenue added 7) % 
rv entm 1990 


The soctaliet publn ownersinp system has enabled us to 
concentrate financial and maternal resources and com. 
plete large numbers of key construction progects In the 
4) \cars sence the founding of the People's Republi: 

Shandong has invested 86 4 bilhon yuan on the construc 

ton of @ large sumber of hackhone proyects Over tie 
past [0 years on partcular Shandong has made unprec 

cdented acheevements on the burkding of key construc 

hon propects Between 1989 and 1990) rmvestment im 
capital comstructron om the sate sector totaled 6) 277 
hihon vaan 2 SS teemes the total meested on the previous 
‘i veer Today Shandong has | 116 large and medium 
enterprises and an effective ungated acreage of over 61 
milhon me A transport setwork lmkeng afl parts of the 
provemce hes hasscally taken shape These key comstrux 

hon prone s have plaved a deceive rate om the coonomn 
dev chopment of the whole province In 1990 tan and 
orottt handed ower ty large and medium wrod Mate 
waned enterprises accounted for 138 percent of local 
revenue Thee devetapment has alo Drought along the 
tov chopment of large ourshers of mediwm and wall 
cetooprees and progects Tuday 40 percent of the output 
-atec of townetep and enall toen cnterpriees im the 
prenime ecrecrated hy promdux ts diffused bh Mate 
vered ontorprees of awe vated operatrom Without tae 
wn whet esteem of wowkd havc heen congenic to com 
met. wach a large series of bey CONSFECtION progerts 
, +c ape to the preeen’ coonemax wetem and attam 
ih orosent lewel of cach 2 hort 


term 
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The superiority of the public ownership system in mob 
izing all forces to “fight a battle of annihilation” has 
found salient capression in farmland capital construc. 
ton. The people of Shandong used to say, “We must 
support the key construction pronase the same way we 
resisted the enemy and supporte | the front nm the past” 
“Diverting water from tne Muanghe River to Quagdao” 
is one of the biggest irrigation projects in the hustory of 
Shandong The canal. with a total length of over WOO km. 
cuts its way across four cities and prefectures and 10 
counties and districts Ht involved the removal of 6 | 
millon cubs meters of earth and stone and the perma. 
nent appropriation of some 60.000 mu of land More 
than 20 provinces and cities across the country and 
relevant state departments have given energet support 
to the construction of this mammoth project People's 
Liberation Army units stationed in Shandong have also 
played an active part: The people of Shandong have the 
cardinal principles in mind and take the overall situation 
into account They took part in the construction on thei 
own imitative without asking for reward of insisting on 
the fulfillment of certann conditions Close to a million 
cvthan workers pitched into the work at different times 
The cites. counties. and destricts along the canal cagerly 
met the construction needs by ensuring the supply of the 
necessary financial resources and manpower Asa result 
thes proyect for the benefit of the people was completed 
ahead of schedule with high standard: and top quality 
and the serious water shortage which troubled Qingdao 
has been amehorated More than 600.000 people living 
in high-chlorine districts can now drink the sweet-tasting 
water of the Huanghe River Thes was a vived portrayal 
of the great organizational and motihzation power of the 
wor alist system 


. > Sette Ope, Come 6 eee. 
Self Perfection. ( an ( enter eousty tp 


Fundamentall) speaking the cstablishment of the 
wxctaleet system on the hase of the publax ownership 
system isin keeping with the obpective requirements for 
the development of the productive forces Although 
there are still contradictions between socialist produc. 
tron relatroms and the productive forces and between the 
supersiructurc and the ccomomn hase the nonantago 
arin nature of the bas contradictions of waxcwiwm 
determines that reform can be canned out in a planned 
systematn and orderly way to chemaatc the drawhacks 
m the wetem The tend of reform docs not mean 
negatron of the sacesieet system Rather fm an act of 
selt-pertection Hon precesety because soceaivem has thes 
abelrty to sett-regulate and seti-pertect that 1 can contin. 
woul) revetve the Comtradsct.oms Retecen the proton. 
tron cotatroms and the productive forces and between the 
weperviructurc and the ccomomna hase and open up 
broader the dev ctapment of the productive 
forces and for wxsal pragress The practice of reform and 
openeng up over the past |) vears fully demonsirates thes 
wepervert, of the wx cables! system 
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The rural reform has made breakthroughs and achieved 
great success The system of contracted responsibility. in 
its different forms has greatly aroused the enthusiasm of 
ihe peasants for production and called forth great vitality 
inthe rural econemy tn 1484 total agricultural output 
value was 84.) percent more than in 1978. representing 
an annual growth rate of of 10.7 percent. total gram 
oulpul was up 42.9 percent, or 4.9 percent a year. total 
colton oulpul was up by 10.2 limes. oF 49.6 percent a 
year, per capita net income tor the peasants soared from 
114.56 yuan to 5 yuan, an merease of over 46 yuan a 
year After 1985 on the light of the new situation on rural 
reform and the development of the planned commodity 
economy. and on the basi of stabilizing the contract 
responsibility on a household basis system. eflorts were 
made to try out new reforms aimed at improving dual 
management developing the collective ecoonomy and 
wxcimlized service systems. and so on In recent years. 
horizontal community service systems and vertical spe- 
crlized service systems have been established in most 
rural areas These systems have promoted the dev clop- 
ment of the rural economy and of various social under- 
takings They are demonstrating great vitality and are 
welcomed by the masses 


The reform of the urban cconomn system is gradually 
being deepened Over the past 10 vcars mayor efforts 
were made to enlarge the decisonmaking powers of 
enterprises. and to introduce the contracted managenal 
responsibility systom for enterprises and the system of 
overall leadership by the factory director These have 
brought about the Combination of responsibility power 
and interests and turther aroused the enthusiasm of 
emterprises. stafl and workers In 1990. the total indus. 
trial output valuc of the province was 4.15 tomes more 
than in 197K representing an avcrage annual growth rate 
of 146 percent. The perod saw the fastest and best 
industrial growth in Shandong ( onscrentious cflorts 
were also made to Reform the planning. financial. and 
commodity crrculation systems narrow tic scope of 
mandatory planning grad coll) establish and nurture the 
market mechanism reat down the barners between 
regions and departments and devclop honzontal cco. 
nom tes At the same time reforms were also carned 
out on the systems of labor employment. housing 
pricing. finance and so ov 


The province os becoming morc and more open to the 
outside workd Sence the Therd Plenary Sesseon of the 
btth CPC Centra, ( ommutice Sheadong has adhered tu 
the pohoy of opening to the outede workd on the hase of 
seli-rchance A total of seven cities and M4 counties 
(urban districts) have become open coonemn scones 
Ther areca and population accounts for 40 percent of the 
provincial total These places have pushed forward the 
reform of ther foreign coonomn relations and trade 
Structures instituted the contracted managerial cespon- 
vibility system for foreign trade devcloped \arous 
forms of integration of industry and trade gradually 
formulated and pertocted poles to attract forewgn 
mvesiment and creaved a sw 'ablc investment cnviron. 
ment for foreign merchents Lasi vear Shandong’s 
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exports were up |.) tomes on 197K. As many as 674 new 
contracts for the itroaduction of foreign investment were 
concluded and $410 million were actually invested Over 
ihe past |) years, contracts mwvolving $2.177 billion in 
joregn mvesiment have been concluded and §) 124 
billion were actually introduced into the province 


Reform of the soltical system ms steadily under way 
A\coording to the arrangement by the party (central 
Committee and in keeping with the need to strengthen 
and improve the party's leadership. pertect the legal 
sysiom and better carry forward democracy. reform of 
the political system is berg launched step by step The 
functions of the party and the government have been 
further clarified With cach attending to its own duties 
while maintarning close Cooperation one with the other 
it possible to improve and strengthen the party's 
leadersip and effectively crxercise the administrative 
functions of the government In the reform of the polit. 
al system. attention ms being paid to the appropriate 
delegation of authority and interests to stimulate the 
Vitality of the grassroots levels The authority of the 
county government in the management of manpower 
and financial and material resources 1s gradually being 
expanded This has increased the capacity of county 
governments to control and regulate the economy and 
has promoted economic development In 1990. the total 
industrial and agricultural output value at the county 
level and below accounted for over 70 percent of the 
provincial total 


In the |) vears sence the Third Plenary Session of the 
bith CPC Central Commuitice. Shandong has continu. 
ously reformed and perfected its cconomn management 
system while upholding the basi systems of socialim 
The Shandong cconomy as a whole has seen a histori 
leap. with GNP increasing from 22.91 billion yuan in 
1978 to 130.7 bilhon yuan mm 1990. an average annual 
growth rate of 99 percent National moome increased 
from 19.55 tilhon yuan to 111.84 tilhon yuan. aver 
aging % }percenta year Total industrial and agricultural 
oulput value mereased from 1 904 billion yuan to 
283.6%) bilhon yuan, averaging | 2.8 percent a year Such 
a rate of development 1s not only unheard of in Shan- 
dong in old China. but also shocks the developed capi. 
talist countries of today Thies fully shows that im the 
course of its development socialism can regulate and 
perfect itself and maintain its exuberant vitality 


\. Secialiem Ha (reat Politica) Superiority and ( an 
tundamentally ¢ asure ( orrec, Orientation and Smooth 
Development of the Fconeom, and \ arious Social 

( adertak ags 

The fundamental aim of socialiwm 1s to bring about 
common prosperity for the whole people and ultimately 
realize Communism on the basis of developing the pro- 
ductive forces Hes only with the guidance of Marxism. 
Lenmum-Mao Zedong Thought that the CPC which has 
flesh-and-blood tics with the people can shoulder the 
historical mission of leading the cause of burlding 
socualiem The party's leadership 1s our greatest political 
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superiority ites the fundamental guarantee for winning 
a vie in socialial construction Since the Fourth 
Plenary of the | Wh CPC Central Commutioe we 
have, under the leadership of the party Central Com. 
mittee with Comrade Jiang Zemin at the core conscien 
lrously implemented the guidelines of Comrade Deng 
Niaoping’s directive on “grasping with both hands” and 
further strengthened and improved the party's leader 
ship As che situation in Shandong shows, leading cadres 
at various levels have gradually raned thei Marxist 
theoretical level and cemented closer ties between the 
party and the masses. The role of party organizations al 
Various levels as the leadership core and fighting bastion 
has been st hened The party has the confidence and 
the ability to the people of the whole province to 
win one new victory afler another in the modernization 
drive 


The socialist public ownership system has laid the eco- 
nomic foun lation for the democratic political system 
Sipce the First Shandong Provincial People's Congress 
in 1954. the people s congress system has been perfected 
When county and township people's deputies were 
elected in 1990. the turnout rate reached 93.) 2) percent 
Among the deputies to the Seventh Provincial People's 
Congress. 30 7 percent were workers and peasants while 
18 percent were intellectuals The masses enjoyed exten- 
sive democratic rmghts as masters of the country After 
the founding of the People's Repubiic. particularly since 
the Third | Session of the tith CPC Central 
Committee. the system of multiparty cooperation and 
political consultation under the leadership of the pai, 
has been steadily strengthened and developed in our 
province Democratic parues and people without party 
affikation took up 25 percent, 33.4 percent. and 46 
percent respectively of the seats of provincial. city. and 
county (urban district) people's «ongresses. and 
accounted for over 60 percent of the seats of people's 
political consultative conferences at the three levels 
More than 4.800 of them have been apponrted to head 
local governments. government departments. and enter- 
prises and establishments In this way. they are able to 
play their role in democratic consultation and in super- 
vision 


The tremendous political supenority of socialism also 
finds cxapression in the fact that « can create spiritual 
civilization beyond comparison with capitalism. can 
establish interpersonal relations of unity. mutual assis- 
tance. and friendship. and can foster beticr educated and 
selt-disciplined new people with high ideals and moral 
in*egrity. as well as noble customs and habits. in society 
Over the past decade and more. 466.000 units have been 
given citations by authorit.cs above the county level as 
civilized units. Among them, 627 were cited by the 
province Some 190.000 people were assessed as labor 
models and advanced personages Among these |9! 


were recyprents of the National “! May” Labor Modal 
and 68 were cited as national labor models. Last year. the 
Huanghe River Deli: was hit by catastrophic flooding 
(ner places in Shardong which had reaped bumper 
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harvests cagerly donated money and goods to help the 
people in the calamity -sinicken area restore production 
and + build ther home towns 


Under the social system. there » fo fundamental 
conflict of interests between people Thus socal stabulity 
can be maintained and the people can live and work in 
peace and contentment After the founding of the Peo- 
ple's Republi Shandong was able to quickly pul an end 
to the disorder of the old socrety. as did other parts of the 
country The tumors left behind by the feudal society 
such as prostitution drugs. gambling. and local bandits. 
were removed. vad the people realized thei long: 
cherished dream of being able to live and work in peace 
and contentment Following implementation of the 
reform and open poly and the development of the 
commodity economy. coupled with the weakening of 
ideological and political work. the evil phenomena from 
the old socrety was resurrected and public order was 
upset In recent years. efforts have been made to bring 
public order under comprehensive control and to ensure 
its basic stability In 88.6 peroont of enterprises and units 
at and above the county level. and in 83.6 percent of 
townships and villages. no criminal cases have been 
reported for years. This has - cated an excellent social 
environment for econome construction. OF course, 
there 1 still room for improvement in our public order 
and further efforts must be made to step up the work 


History has proved. and continues to prove. that 
socialism accords with the laws governing the develop- 
ment of the human society and 1s the objective imevita- 
bility of social progress Although its maternal founda- 
ton 1s still not very strong. 1 has exuberant vitality. As 
long as we firmly and unswer. ingly adhere io the party's 
basic line, we will definitely be able to give full scope to 
the superiority of the socialist system and create brighter 
maternal and spiritual civilizatons 


| “Speech at the Meeting ( clebrating the 40th Anniver 
sary of the Founding of th PRC” 


). Building Socialism With Chinese Characteristes, 
Revised Edition. pp. $2-53 


— on Solving China's § mployment 


HK 1298034191 Benne QIUSHT /SEEAING TRUTH) 
in Ch.nese No 7 Apr 91 pp 26-29 


[Article by Zheung Qidong (5445 0796 2639) and Zheng 
Jinhan (6774 3866 7281)) 


[Text] The employmeat problem 1s not only an economic 
problem but also a social problem and ut needs our 
careful and proper handling Since the founding of the 
Republi. China has met four high peaks in unemploy- 
ment In the course of solving the first three unemploy- 
ment peaks. China accumulated a lot of expenence 
Since 1°89. Chena’ urban labor force unemployment 
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hes Pogen to emer the fourth high po ab «ried in 1991. 
ihere are |! mulhon poople im the urhun labor force 
requiring employment Facing the Few high unemrloy- 
mont peak we need to sum up eaperences and levsons 
and continue to thoroughly umptew at the systems and 
methods that proved eflectiw. 4 the same time, we 
Mist lake stack of the current sew conditions and new 
special features. go deep into si adying a stir tegy to solve 
the employment problem und use comprehensive 
improvement veasures that pre workaol and practical 
0) toes fegard we wish to fame the fodlowing pornts 


| Selecting Rational | mpte, meat largets 


hor quite @ long ime. people have taken a zero unem. 
ployment rate or “fullemployment” as the idea, employ- 
ment target) Actual practice has seown that solely and 
vir Vy seekiny to mamta an cacessively low unemplny - 
ment rate may produce certain passive consequences. 
that 1s Desregarding whether or not the enterprise unit 
requires HL rely ng On admenistrat yc Measures to 
“squeeze in vial, causing overemploy ment in the ene · 

prise lowermg growth in the iabor productivity raic. and 
in feasing expenses for salaries. wages. and welfare on- 
this thus adding to difficulties im operation und min- 
agermont Cimce the s-cial reserve of labor force appes~s 
to be or sufficrent, a * celler’s market” will be formed (4 
labor force supply ard demand For cxample several 
years ago the unemployment rate on certern mud: od 
and large cities and towns fell below | percent and 4 
portion of the vaemplo: ed becarm ver choosy in thes 
selection Oo employmen thus createng excessive fuss 

behavior a che conduct of selecting employm at Th « 
made « difficult for sorse of the ma@uctr. trade. and 
work proyec's to fied workers and employee: 


Al present. China 1s in a high peak of employment. The 
new employmen target to be lived sons! sult the 
current coonome development lev> The acwual cond:- 
tron of ihe umprovement and rect. .scatron of the nationa) 
economy should be con: dered and the unemployment 
raic should oe ccatroiled witan ‘he scope of society s 
ability to bear The principle of seeking truth from facts 
should be firmly insisted oa and if the ucemploymert 
rate can be controlled within a surtable scope. then an 
active and positive role can be generated on the stability 
avd tevciopmen of the cative national economy. This 1s 
because Maintaming a suitabk eserve of labcr force ts 
beneficial to readjusiing the industrial siructure. training 
up a reserve labor ‘orce, anu ‘vereby ena dling the cre- 
ation of conditions for large-scale conver:.on of the 
country's production and circulatioa from extensive to 
intensive Operation At present. many prople beheve 
that the country’s | carable uncmpio meni rate 1s +4 
percen, which. compared wiih the past guiding thought 

i seckine a "ero unemployment rate. conforms more to 
the counter 's current stage cf natic nal conditions. The 
rea.ons are Coat: First, during the 40 years since the 
founding of the Republic, the people's standard cf living 
has bees comparetvely elevated and the cconomic 
ability to bear unemployment has been enhanced both in 
society and the family. Outstanding examp!-s are chat 
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the famely s burden Coefliccent has teen greatly lowered, 
kk iastance. the population burden ¢ vent of rural 


lath. force has dropped trom 253 19 1978 to 1.65 in 
1989 ond tor the corresponding period. the population 
burden « oefliient of the employed in urban areas also 
dropped trom 2.06 to 1.78 Al present, some unem- 
Ployed youths depend on the family for economic sup- 
port In thei selection of employment puss. they make 
metnulous calculations and would rather spend more 
time seeking jobs which they believe to be .uitable fo. 
themselves and are fot too anxious to obtain employ- 
ment. Second. afier more than |0 years of coonomic 
reform) publi jtolerence toward unemployment has 
gradually increased and the psychot mical 
burden they carry bas also bern stabilized Third, 
although the country s unemployment insurance sysion 
and the entire emolo ment service structure are sill 
impertes (a set of nc chods has been initially established 
and hs displayed its role Examied as a whole. 1 can be 
seen ti. | the Cowntry s Current socroeconomec conditons 
are far better than at any varher pervod Under ihe new 
conditions i is catromely necessary fn solving te coun. 
trys employment prov'en. to rawe the unemplo, meat 
rate to }4 percent and to change the prevrous guiding 
though? in employment of carry:ng oul aw iolly unified 
coverage and un fied distribution system 


1! Concurreat \y ith « entrowing the Lota! Naooher 
—22 Attention to bioploy ment structural 


Conunung th olanned convrol of» ulation growth is 
the country» cas natronal policy > o 1s also the funda- 
ental mcasure to case the pressures of emnloymens ind 
unempicyment i the country by the leony run sop 
ont production has operat aalcycles and labo ‘orce 
resourc.'s also have then ups and dowas The apreiuraoce 
of a big) peat on pop ahon g Owth v..' “om © supply 
high peak im the new! risiny iahor | “ew ehore 
controlling population go bh according to ume rotons 
conditions to control the sugol anc demand emul 
rium in vhe aggregate iabor resources Mt onl seneiy 
cral to macrescoprc adjustmen! «ad contr: co employ. 
ment and uremplovmert bul  <’ helpful to ihe 
Stability and develupmen: of the cconomy 


Under normal conditions. on he b ists of production 
dev clopmem. consiant readjusiment vo the allocation 
and distribution of labor force resource. 1s an omy ortant 
tlacuc anc measure te cow, ‘sete c.aployment and 
uncmployment including the sulution of the pre olenis 
of enterpr.ses’ too plentiful abor force and rur | areas 
surplus labor force. In actual cconomuc practic . we can. 
with duc consideration for the cor ditions ©. shortages 
and abundance of labor force in differ at localities. 
enterprises. indusines. trades. and wor. projects. work 
out the plan for an effective and flexi! se counterpolicy er 
measure which. concurrently with controlling the total 
numbers employed. cernes out the «thuctural and mul- 
tiple regulation of em Hoyment und un -mployment and 
strives to raise employ nvent o .ality and the comprehen- 
sive cconomic effects For example. we can strive to 
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achieve the above-ementioned targets through such 
impor int measures as establishing an urban dual 
employment siructure, readjusting ihe periodi employ: 
ment structure in the interflow of labor forces between 
the urban and rural areas, piloting tye Opening up of 
labor force ,csources, uli! ying circulous employment 
structure of ap allernaic process, and se forth. 


Th: so-called urban duci omployment structure refers to 
the structure in which the labor forces of large and 
medium-sizec enterprises apd ft smal) enterprises flow 
separately, and the econon. ies of the capital and tech- 
nology type and of the labor-intensive vype are inie- 
grated. Generally speaking, the capital, equipment, an? 
technical strengths of large and medium-sized enter. 
prises are comperatively strong. Alihough che labor force 
they use is large in absolute terms, the means of pruduc- 
uion employed 1s also large lo o country’s economic 
construction, this category of citerprises bears the heavy 
task of strengthening whe gross strength of the national 
economy and, the higher the development trend in the 
otensiiy in capital and technology, ihe less in proportion 
iS the absorption of labor force As forthe vast number of 
small entcrprises, they are mostly labor intensive. Their 
input of cap tal and equipment is comparutively small 
and they possess all the move the strong point of the 
pi.coment of extra labor force Moreover, with the large 
num er of these smal! entern ives, the labor force they 
cap esorb is racher considerable Hence, in the course of 
solving the labor employment problem, we should 
incrasingly display the strong pot of the sraall enter- 
prises’ ability to employ more people. Naturally. labor- 
intensive enterprises likewise should pe, attention to 
jaisiig Ue economic effects 


So-called readjustment of the periodic employment 
structv're of th raterflow of urban and rural labor force 
resou ces refers to the fret thai, while screntitic and 
technica! persounel are relatively concentrated 9 the 
urdan anc cura! areas that possess plentiful ordinary 
labor forces, on the precondition of strengthening the 
casic role of worculturc ane striving to guide the peas- 
ants to “develop agrhulture with science and technol 
ogy.” we should, in a planned manner, organize the 
urban scientific and technical contingents to proceed to 
the countryside to render labor services with compensa- 
thon and concurrently make a suitable volume of rural 
labor jorce go to the urban areas to export labor services 
This forms the interflow and mutual filling in of urban 
and rural labor force resources. Al present. in the urban 
areas, certain industries trades, and work projects 
embody a large demand for peasant workers. whereas the 
large volume of plentiful labor force in the rura, areas 
await. the opportunity to move. To adequatel omport 
rural labor force is beneficial to the development of the 
urban economy. At the same time. against the current 
situation in the rurai areas of the shortage of hands in the 
sectors of scrence, education, culture. and publi health, 
and in the various industries and trades. encouraging 
urban specialized technical personne! to participate by 
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such means as holding concurrent posts im rural con 
struction will help to accelerate the process of industri: 
alization and scientific and technical progress in the 
rural areas. 


The so-called piloung the development of labor force 
resources and utilizing the circulating employment struc: 
jure of an alternate process refers to the work of sub- 
seviing the labo: force resources in separate per ais, 
batches, and levels to study and training, learnin, vew 
knowledge in specialized technelogy, and alternately 
changing the studies. Dy so doing, it 1s possible to case 
the stringent state o; the employment posts and, on the 
“her hand, to improve the quality of the labor force, 
cnabling it to suit ‘he demand of the development of 
scsence and technology and storing the reserved strength 
for the sustained and stable growth of the economy 


Hil. Concurrent With G Rational Intertlow of 


1. Sor Resources Between U and Rura! Areas, 
Advocate Digestion and Absorption of Surplus Labor 
Force Within Rural Areas 


Compared with the past. the employment high peak this 
tice has the largest characteristic of concurrently facing 
the pressure of urban employment and the large-scale 
transter of the rural labor force. At present, in order to 
treat the urban and rural employment problem sepa- 
rately, government has adopted the necessary measures. 
such as restricting the volume of rural labor force 
entering urban areas, even to the extent of partly 
removing the peasant workers from the urban areas. We 
should, along with rationally guiding the appropriate 
interflow of labor forces between urban and rural accas. 
vigorously advocate that the rural areas’ surplus labor 
force be d gested and absorbed as much as possible 
within the rural areas. Seen as a whole, solving the 
employment problem of the surplus labor force in the 
rural areas can be the acoption of the measures of 
external transfer and intcrnal absorption. External 
transier includes transfer to labor raarkets in the urban 
areas and abroad, and internal absorption consists 
mainly of developing. aside from grain and cotton pro- 
duction, various kinds of planta‘1on trades, rearing and 
breeding trades (animal husbandry, fisheries). and town. 
ship and town enterprises. as weil as establishing a 
system of rendering services to agricultural production 
During the improvement and rectification period, the 
potential of transiering laber force to the urban indus- 
ines 1s not great. Whereas, seen either from the long or 
the short t.rm, absorption by township and town enter- 
prises of th. plentiful rural labor force has great poten- 
tial. Hence, we should proceed from the two points of 
“leaving the farmland but not leaving the countryside” 
and “leaving neither the farmland nor the countr side” 
to consider the employment problem of the rural labor 
force, do the utmost to lead the rural areas’ plentiful 
labor force to enter the township and town enterprises, 
develop market town construction, and take the road of 
urban and rural jot modern: zation and industrializa- 
tion. In accordance with existing rural conditions, we 
should fully utilize the existing machinery equipment 
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and technology in the township and town enterprises to 
further devewop the initial processing and intensive pro- 
cessing of the agricultural and sideline products. 
Through processing agricultural deline products, we 
cain develop such other industries and trades as the 
preservation, storage, packing, and transport of food 
products and thus provide the peasants with more 
employment opportunities for leaving the farmland but 
not the countryside. 


Considering the actual conditions in rural areas, for a 
considerable length of time we should lead the peasants 
to advance in the directior of widening and deepening 
agriculture and to absorb the plentiful labor force from 
the rural areas. The concrete measures are: First, open up 
new agricultural resources. According to statistics by 
relevant departments, Chian «rerently has 500 million 
mu of barren land fit for agriculture, of which 120 
million mu of cultivated land can be developed, in 
addition, there are 20 nulhon mu of sea beaches not yet 
utilized, over 30 millon mu o° fresh water for rearing 
and breeding, over | billion ‘vu of barren hills and 
mountaia slopes, and 700 milion mu of grassiand fit for 
animal husbandry. Regarding these agricultural 
resources, not only is a large volume of labor force 
needed during the dev slopment period, bu! also. subse- 
quent to their development, they can absorb a sizablic 
volume of lavor force. Second, tapping the hidden pro- 
duction potential of plantation trades and vigorously 
transforming medium- and low-grade farmland. China 
has |.1 bilhon mu of medium- and low-grade farmland 
which occupy 70 percent of the to'al cultivated land 
erea; the per mu yield of grain from medium- and 
low-grade farmland 1s about 50 kg. for cotton, it 1s about 
25 kg. Transforming them and rais.ng soil fertility and 
per mu yreld will still require the input of a large volume 
of agricultural labor force. In 1989, Daan City, Jilin 
Province, educated more than 20,000 returned rural 
workers, in separate lots and periods, in scientific 
farming technique and counted on them as the backbone 
in leading the neighboring peasants to transform their 
low-grade fields. In only a few months’ time, over 70,000 
mu of saline-alkaline land were transformed into paddy 
fields. Third, introducing new biological technology inte 
agricultural production aad striving to make “develop- 
ing agriculture with science and technology” aad 
expanded agricultural and expanded reproduction by 
intension continue to advance to higher levels. Available 
research materuds show th. tif each agricultural worker 
in China goes io work 305 umes a year, cach time is 
equivalent io one lnbor unit, and if all cultivated land 
production varming was carried out using brological 
technologs integ-ated with labor-intensive input, then. 
on the basis of the degree of current labor intensity, all 
the cultivated land will need to be replenished with 98.60 
miuthon agricultural workers. In China, even in localities 
with few operational lines. if attention is paid to 


devoting efforts to intensifying agriculture, much can be 
accomphshed. Fourth, establishing specialized depart- 
ments and contingents serving agricultural production 
and doing a good job in management and operation. !1 1s 
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necessary (oO establish servicing teams to vigorously 
develop and cagage in farmland water conservancy con- 
struction, forestry construction, particularly afforesta- 
tion on barren hills and mountain slopes and the culti- 
vation of young plants. seeds, fertilizer meterials, feeding 
materials. and machines needed by the various planta- 
lion units. We should strive to achieve the objectives of 
providing relatively systematic services to agricultural 
production and circulation, promoting the specialized 
division of work in agriculture and, ai the same time, 
being able to digest and absorb more labor force in 
Various aspects. 


IV. Gradually Reduce Low-Grade Labor Force Supply; 
Endance Quality of Workers 


An important measure to gradually .educe the ,upply of 
low-grade labor force is to restrict and stop midd'e 
school and primary school students from leaving school 
and going into farming or commerc.al trades. In recent 
years, the phenomenon of middle school and primary 
school students leaving school has been extremely 
serious. Their numbers can be counted in the millions. 
This is not only harmful to the healthy development of 
the next generation but also greatly increases empioy- 
ment pressures. In addition, in China each year a large 
number of children of school age do not go to school. Of 
these, over * million girls are known to fit in this 
category and are competing for labor employment too 
eo-ly. Hence, to strictly push the nine-year education 
system, including establishing professional middie 
schools, 1s a mayor task which not only concerns whether 
or not the quality and caliber of the citizens can be 
furtuer improved. but *lso has a close bearing on the 
provlem of lobor employment. 


To mmprove the quality and caliber cf the workers, the 
ejate, society, and enterprises must highly regard the 
development of education, couple general education 
with professional education, and integrate adult educa- 
tron and professio.al training. In developing adult edu- 
cat‘on we should coordinate with the actual needs of the 
vaous industries and trades, open up schools and 
institutes for professional advanced studies at the spe- 
cialized middle school anc’ specaztized college levels, and 
actively try out on-the-job traming ana au. anced studies 
so that each and every employee or worker, in the «ole 
course of employment, has the opportunity to go through 
spcciaized scholestic examination for job promotion. 
‘mong the employ ca ihere should be a portion assigned 
io wok and a portion subject to trang and taking up 
advanced studivs. a'ternately receiving on-the-job edu- 
cation, and thus constantly clevating their cultural 
quality and level in specialized technology and know- 
how. Concurrent with strengthening employment 
training and management. we shou!d also systematize 
training for the unemployed and standardize their nan- 
agement. In short, we should improve the quality of the 
labor force by developing education and enable the 
composition of the supply layer of labor for. resources 
to conform with the objective demands of economic 
development 
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\. of beonomic | 1 
—— avers lo Strengthen 


In view of the comme employment peak, we should 
strengthen the macroeconomic control of labor employ. 
ment. For example, a macroeconomic supervision. 
adjusiment, and control system over the social labor 
force should be instituted, and the planning. super iion 
forewarning. regulation. and control of the social labor 
force by governments at various levels in the country 
should be strengthened Hence. the state organ for the 
control of social labor wages should be perfected. 
employment channels should be smoothed out and the 
problems of the y and employment of social labor 
force resources should be incorporated into the medium. 

long. and short-term plans of the national economy 
and social development to ensure the planned and pro- 
portionate distribution and allocation of the social labor 
force In addition, we should set up and perfect a social 
insurance system, including an unemployment insurance 
system. push legislation on the control of awaiting 
a. employment and unemployment and w 
fort 


Concurrently with strengthening macroeconomic con- 
trol. we should pay attention to displaying the positiviwm 
of the units employing personnel in the industries. 
irades. and enterprises. do a good job in market surveys 
of the labor force. and ameliorate the market regulation 
of labor resources Herein. the use of economic levers 
particularly price levers. 1s extremely important We 
should readjust irrational prices. particularly by 
increasing the prices of agricultural products mining 
products, raw materials, and energy By means of price 
readjustment. it 1s possible to arouse the peasants enthu- 
siasm to devote their heart and soul to farming and thus 
strengthen the basic role of agriculture In the plants. 
mines. and enterprises. we should. in a planned manner 
ily increase the salaries. wages. and welfare bene- 

ts of employees and workers assigned to hardship posts. 
adopt a preferential policy toward necessary and Nexible 
income distribution. lead toward rational employment. 
and sirive to solve the problem of structural imbalance 


ee CD CaaS Function of 


1K2208074191 Beying QIUSHT [SEEKING TRUTH 
in Chinese No 7, 1 Apr 91 pp 30-48 


Article by Yan Zhimin (7051 1807 446) and Lei 
exiao (7191 0344 08 76)) 


[Text] The issue of what should be the function of 
education 1s important in the field of education theory I 
18 also a popular topic of discussion at the moment After 
the Third Plenary Session of the tith CPC Central 
Committee was held. our educational theorists began to 
hold discussions concerning this rweuc They covered the 
subject in great depth and breadth and made great 


progress. The discussions helped build education w- 
ence. contributed to the success of education reform. and 
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helped train people with “fourhaves” for socialem 
However, there are other probleme remaining to be 
a’ We need to eaplore further in the theoretical 

field, afier referring to our experience in education 
reform and always — Mar guidance 


| Reviewing the Pesence of Pducation 


The function of education is determined by the essence 
of education If we want to undersiand the function of 
education. we must first comprehend what the essence of 
education is and find out the qualitative distinction that 
w+ « education from other mations A few years 
he educators in our country decided that they 

initiate a series of discussions on the ewence of 
education They made this decision because they under: 
stood that actual eaperence was the only way that would 
lead them to the truth They followed the guidance that 
said they must “open their minds use thei brains seek 
iruth from facts, and together look forward to the 
future At the beginning the discussions focused on the 
question of whether education belonged to the super- 
structure of if it san issue of productivity No doubt the 
discussions have had a positive significance As Lenin 
wid: “What « meant by finding a ‘definitiun’”’ I is 
because we need to relate a concept to a larger concept.’ 
We want to define education and reveal its essence 
Therefore we must first understand the concept of edu- 
cation and relate this particular concept to a wider 
concept. That is to say, we must look at the larger 
picture Later the discussions went beyond the orginal 
boundaries People began to question Mary and Engels 
mvented the theory concerning productivity and the 
relations of production. and also the theory concern 
the relatronship between the economic foundation a 
the superstructure. but why did they never bother to 
include education as an clement of productivity or as 
part of the superstructure” This could not be accidental 
negligence on the part of Mars and Engels. there must be 
a real reason behind thes Then the participants in the 
discussions that although the theory of produc- 
tivity and son relations and the theory of eco- 
nomic foundation and superstructure described the basic 
boundaries and problems of human and social develop- 
ment they were not all-inclusive theones These theories 
did not caplain every social phenomenon Lan- 
guage was an crample of such a social phenomenon 
Here two viewpoints emerged One insisted that educa- 
tron belonged to neither productivity nor superstructure. 
the other said that education was both productivity and 
a part of the superstructure yy pty mm, 
education and the argument about the essence of educa- 
tron still hound us Furthermore. there were people who 
believed that categorizing education meant more than 
defining education Defining education only answered 
the question of what the relatronship was between the 
sub-concept of education and the larger. general concept 
Thee did not tell us about the qualitative differences 
between this sub-concept and other sub-concepts These 
people beleved that only when this question was solved 
could they proceed to reveal the compicte essence of 
education 
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Wha, then, is the essence of education” We think i a 
the Means to comMuniate knowledge and caperence. a 
social phenomenon for the traning of people and an 
activily that helps produce quality peaple The reason 
human society can improve and develop is thal men are 
involved in the activity of passing along ther knowledge 
and eaperience These two activities are manifested in 
two ways First men continue to pass then knowledge 
and eaperience to the neat generation In this way the 
fruits of human culture are accumulated gradually and 
the level of culture © eventually elevated Second, 
through the activity of — knowledge and caper. 
ence. the cultural and scientific knowledge of man can be 
undersiood by the majority instead of a minority of 
people When knowledge becomes common property the 
overall social and cultural standard will be improved 
We call this activity education This is our explanation of 
the ewence of education We adopt the mow direct 
interpretation ane viewpoint of its basi function More. 
over, education is a social phenomenon concerning the 
training of people When a person is born. he 6 only a 
natural being Although his following development is by 
and large determined by his heredity and is influenced 
by the natural environment. the kind of education he 
receives can make a mayor difference in his life A society 
and a social claws will, through education. consciously 
and conscientiously pul pressure on the person recen ing 
education. and try | influence his physical and mental 
development The society and class want this person to 
have a certain ideology morality. knowledge and 
ability and they want to mold him into someone the 
society and class need Therefore educational activity is 
connected with the socialization of cach individual Its 
a planned and goal-oriented activity. and 11 16 a social 
phenomenon special to human society Hf we define 
education as an activity for grooming and molding 
people. then clearly the ewence of education is its 
definite purpose. direction. social meaning. and class 

ificance This caplanation gives us a better idea of 

(education 1s Ina way education can be considered 
a productive activity Naturally. production here does 
hot mean the production of material goods I means the 
other kind of production. the production of quality in 
mankind itself, On the first page of 7he Origin: of 
Family, Private Ownership System, and Nation. Engels 
pointed out clearly in his prologue that the production of 
man himecif was @ different kind of production unre. 
lated to the production of the means of livel+hood He 
also said, “According to the materialistic veewpornt. the 
essential factor tha’ basically determines history 1s the 
production and reproduction im our daily life There are 
two kinds of produciion One 1s the production of the 
means of livelihood. such as food clothing. dwellings 
and the necessary tools needed for the production of the 
things mentioned above The other production is the 
production of man himectf. ic. the propagation of 


seeds “’ We beleve that there are two kinds of human 
production One implies the physiologr al function the 
propagation of seeds The other production involves the 
quality of man himecif. That is to say. society will try to 
influence a person's physical and mental dev clopment 
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and engrave new qualities and values on him The first 
function of production i simply fulfilling a bas need 1 
is HOt aN CAChUeIVE actiVil) Sifee HT ekiete in both human 
and animal societies The second kind of production i 
the special clement that sete man and other annals 
from one another and is therefore most Man 

8 production propels the socialization of imdiynduals 
and offers knowledge eaperience and shille Through 
this process we acquire Hew ability to learn work and 
live This ability is different from the wmple ability to 
reproduce, i 8 a new creation. Therefore. we can way 
that education is a kind of creative labor. a activity to 
remodel men Now that we have defined education asa 
production activity with a definite significance we have 
a clearer idea of the role and function of education in our 
everyday lives This enables us to understand the essence 
of education However we would like to pont out that 
education can be defined in a broad of narrow sense The 
broader definition of education iacludes all activities 
that may help shape the human character: The narrower 
definition of education includes only the activities that 
are geared toward and planned and organized for the 
building of human character The first kind of education 
includes almost all human activities. because men arc 
constantly, working for the improvement of the objectiy« 
world as well as the improvement of themselves This is 
how new ideas. morality knowledge and abilities 
emerge But the problem with thes definition © that itis 
too general Therefore when we say education we mean 
education in the narrow sense This includes only acti 
ites that are goal-onented planned and organized for 
the purpose of building human character 


We may further generalize the concept of education 
First. education a social phenomenon exclusive to 
human society Education develops when there mw a 
division of mental labor and later splits into various 
independent social practices and activities In order to 
satisfy the demands of maternal and spiritual production 
in society. the format of education becomes more and 
trore complicated The more human society develops 
the larger will be the number of people receiving educa- 
ton, and the longer will take them to finiwh ther 
education The development trend of modern education 
s that instead of having only a few people educated 
more. in fact. all. people will receive education Pre-yob 
learning 1s expanded to on-the-job training Youth edu. 
cation 1s extended to life-long education In a modern 
society. education occupies a more important place and 
plays a more extended role than betore Second the arca 
of education 1s large and wide The areca 1 touches upon 
1s as large as life vtself All the knowledge and cxapernom es 
of human livelihood are communicated through educa 
tron Educational activitves touch upon every trade and 
profession. and concern poopie of all clawes and bevels in 
socrety Third education «a multy-sided process of 
purposeful social and psychological development The 
process of thes social practice namely. the offering of 
shills, intertwines with our social lives Fducatron « 
essentially connected with the devclopment of society 
and restricted by the mental and phywcal dev clopment 
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of the person beng educated Pourth education «a 
conse action of human begs on a Purpoetul 
Manned and organized act Cine thing that diflerentiates 
human beings from anitals is that men lhe to eehus ate 
amd be educated Because men can pass on through 
educational activities the knowledge ana caperene. 
wmeumulated hy thew amestonr to then descendants 
human civilization survives and develope Pitth educa 
thomal activities are whially felated In a wniety defined 
hy clase differentiation edu atoon will aleo be defined by 
class Men are waial animals Lach warety will want its 
people trated to satiety its needs Therefore people ina 
class whret) follow the nature of claws Tach clase will 
work hard to educate that they well ft rate 
ther class Thawte why education embodies the nature of 
whet) and class Denying the camtence of warety and 
class in edu atronal activites eill fot Contribute to an 
umlersianding of the essence of education 


iim the one hand education. especially meatern educa 
thom mchowh conmected with productivity (9m the other 
hand the two are different in eswweme What ee mean by 
acho comme ction «that man ne the mont dv nann factor 
among the productive forces But the quality workers 
and thes atility to work 6 oon mans wanes determined by 
iucation Alo education «the onl path to an ender 
Manding of srenee and technolog, and only through 
education can Ven and technolog, make then ompact 
on ndusioal praduction Towe look at education from 
this angle we may say that education sa latent produ 
tducation helps devclop productivity by 
mproving the quality of man In a way. mvestment im 
edu atron is the same a8 investment 9 production This 
an mean a difference om the performance of the lato 


tase Te 


hore’ the mont active clement of the perc rebar tivc teers 
In other words education both rnfluences and Controls 
the «oh deon ni «i produ Tevet T tx more advanced 
ojucsiven « om for &@ fatnonm te che ‘chp 
tducation «oan enportant factor mm the 
des clopment of productivity Now we hold hock at the 
her ede of the weae The deve ba gyri nia gore aden Tee ets 
determin “hat ahcwtien feeds to account > and 
proxductivity «the source of material support Educ ateon 
mist fe x cmorcdinated with immadusirial fore aden Thon aml 
Lather 
and necessary conditron tor educatronal dev clopment 
tidus ational dev clopment and the dev clopment of pro 
|) MERE’ 

rrr thing hoor we tee chee oe 


pore mden Tea ety 


Industrial pore mdun thon re 1 rah * Pe * vutatat This 


owndhinen amd resetrann cach offer The only 
emphasise both oda aterm 
and industrial praductoon and oordinate ther devel 
coger ni 

lust hex SUM cuwaton and praductived at. we 
related docs not mean that education « product 
‘Mit ELLE 


atlet Matus b chun sinen —— py. o™ 1 has MUUIT thew ahvatety 


dou nies the human ahulels to @ieeter ana 


Pras! ts In t Pix orrek oes ' materi 


premdun t ow W— tevat am ithe Peetl ete . TP | W 

aturt } tmsaines has te satiat ite Germiames of a 
detined wa ret fan lass) PTducateonal ac tes ite ari 
ga rontoed manr 4 am! weanis 4 i ih 
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imfluence the Minds and bodies of the people rece ing 
whoohing Educational activities will help people meet 
ihe required sandards of the sacrety tor chase) The 
frist col ation has a latent camteme a 
exes in the people ot trams The atulity can only th 
alived if the proces of maternal production There 
he) clase dietintion in productivity Hut education im a 
class obviously classeorented) Education 
departments and educator work hard to train and shape 
people who will defend thew class imterests Peapk 
chosen to freee selected because then 
whet) or class prefer them Industral production makes 
things bul cdiv ation makes people Therefore we simply 
claseity cdi ation as a preluctive force 


bora long time people have been saying that education 
belongs to the superiructure There m some reason 
behind thee Because education trans people and 
related to overall wxual lite ot shares the same chara 
terietn with the other clement. of the superstructun 
td ation is restrn ted hy lifestyle and excual wetem Tis 
strongly) influemad hy the nature of soxcrety and class 
Work related to education mental work—is basn all 
the sare for the entere superstructure Many teaching 
mtivitees such as lecturing reading reporting discus 
won fescanh visting and investigatvon are shared hy 
the nheologn al freld of other fields on the superstirun 
ture The substance of education. such as moral teaching 
mw the teaching of philosophy. « closely related to the 
superstructure Judging trom thie angle ios fot unrea 
wmnatlc tor people to claseily) education a6 part of th 
supersiructure However we must he aware that a large 
pert of education and its programm such a natural 
Phvenal acti mterneiep and scventitn 
cspenmenis are above class nature although these pro 
grams and the entire process of teachong will be son e 
what influenced hy world outionk The na compln ated 
thing under the label 


wuicthecs 


meuc and wc should fot pul over 
mv supersiructuns 


In short cducaton «oa productry<« tivity comme ted 
with the mdinndual quality of human heongs and ft in 
also an extremely Complicated B phenomenon We 
need to look af the meae of educatron from different 
angics and different vrcw points and ee need to conduct 
more profound dixusenon The all help us underviand 
ihe cower Of education more theroughh and frip 
ot atron function more correctl 1m fot ere to give 
ohn atron an aliract and emplificd caplanatiomn 


1) Carnet U aderstanding of the Relatronstip Bete cen 
lan and Seaciets 


lt we beek of eohacetoon a6 the actesets that —— 
quality people then ehat « the functeon of cdu ation 
Nat povegye Say that «ft « te serve homman deve he egvervc ni 
Somme sas ttn for chopment Sortie Ss tt ores 


heeot hy prurye rcs hast cote’ o& Pheer imgmeeriant than the offer 


} ‘ me hese 8 ohtiorent oye Theat arya! rhe hw! agrees 
thw dhfleremus hooves 1 enter of drwagreement 
among cduation thoormts ehenc vert thes disuwes th 
fos Secor ; lu st ; 
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Some people think that man is the antithess of socrety 
They believe that the mimion and responsibility of 
education sto salve man’s problems The highest objec: 
tive of education to realize the Wheration of all 
mankind To answer this question. we must fet clarify 
the relationship of man with society Maraim tells us 
that man is a soc! animal, and the one thing that 
distinguishes man from other animals ms man's social 
quality Without the socal quality. man would wmply 
be a natural bering undistinguishable from other ans. 
mals Without thes social quality. man would be ahen- 
ated from realy and become an abstract perwon exit 
only in imagination Therefore Mars strongly 

to talking abstractly of man or ignormng man’s relation. 
ship to sooty He sad. “We are not the product of 
peoples imagination of designs Our exrtence goes 
beyond people's words minds imagination and designs 
To understand the meaning of man. we must look at 
people in real life. and from their lives we may find out 
how ideology echoes and reflects life uself “' Why did 
Mars repeatedly criticize the abstract vrewpornt on man” 
Because if we look at man from an abstract viewpoint we 
will explore the ewence of man by neglecting his rela- 
tronship to socrety and his social actions. If we nour 
exploration with man in real life: we will know that the 
essence of man 1s his social sanding. Mars said © The 
essence of man is not an individual abstract entity In 
fact. it 1s the sum of all social relations ““* 


ii man a “socal cxmtence” and a product of social 
activity. then his development must follow the develop- 
ment of society He vs lherated when society 1s liberated 
If we talk about the dev clopment and lbheration of man 
without including the development and liberation of 
society. we are wemply jabbering empty words There are 
two Ways society controls the development of man First. 
no one can cust alone away from other people and away 
from society He can only develop and canst when he 
communicates with and mutually imfuences others 
Second. hes body structure is determined by hes ances. 
tors He inherts the type of productivity and format of 
communication from the people before him Marx's 
opinion was that social development had a decisive 
influence on human development and he provided 
concrete cxamples for hw theory He said. “How a 
person develops depends on the development of all the 
people who have direct of indirect communication with 
him Individuals who are related to cach other at present 
were related generations ago and they will continuc to be 
related for man, n ore generations The physical carst- 
ence of ther descendants has been determined by their 
ancestors Future generations will inherit the produc- 
tivity and the methods of communication accumulated 
by previous generations The interrelatvonship of the 
people of the present generation has already been settled 
m thes way In short, we can sce that the process of 
development 1» contenuouws When we talk about the 
history of an mdivedual, we must not disregard the 
histor. of hes contemporanes or of the people before 
hum because they are mierrelated “* That is to say. the 
development of *5 manidual depends on the social and 
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historical conditions of the society he min and aly on 
the overall standards of that warety Everyone is attected 
by the social and historical conditions of the wocrety he ns 
in The abstract idea of mans ewence without rnc luding 
his social nature is merely a smokescreen pul up by the 
capitalist class because the caprtaliets want to conceal ihe 
class nature of then education poly We must have a 
clear of the question Tn impossible to 
talk about the de tof man without including the 
development of society We certainly cannot separate the 
two kinds of development 


lf the ewence of man is the sum of his social relations 
and the development of man depends on the devclop 
ment of society. then promoting social devclopment is a4 
necessary action As long as we inet inal education 
serves social development and produces the people nev 

ewsary for vocal development then social devclopment 
will be accompanied by human dev clopment and man 
will be liberated when his society becomes liberated The 
exploring class in history had ity own boundaries Wren 
the interests of the class comcided with the interests of 
social development. the people of the caplorting clays 
would use education to promote social development I 
their interests clashed with the interests of social devel 
opment they would make education serve ther mnterests 
instead «Hence social devclopment would run into 
obstacles. and human liberation and des clopment would 
not occur either The interests of the proletarian class 
and the interests of social dev clopment are united as onc 
Only the proletanat can unite lass interests. the renter 
ests of social development and the interests of indy 
vidual development This is why we insist on Combining 
the liberation of society and mankind and why we insist 
that education must serve both social and human devel 


opment We object to separating man from hes society 
neither do we treat them as the antithesrs of one another 


Some people beleve in priching society against man 
Furthermore. they say that there are two theornes of 
education. one i the theory of education a 4 tool 
serving social development the other is the theory of 
epimt education. serving only human dev chop. 
men The trains traditional people and the latter 
trains modern man The basu difference between 
modern man and traditional man is that the modern 
man is free from slavery. that he © fo longer under 
someone's rule. and that he « not owned by any! ody 

Modern man belongs to himsctt: and he controts hrs own 
fate Sull. we are not convinced that mans freedom 
comes as a result of a different kind of education Man's 
freedom has always been restricted by two factors one os 
nature. the other 1s his relationship with socrety (ints 
when man begins to understand nature and Conscrousts 
transform nature can he be freed from natural restrn 

trons Its the same with man’s relatronship with society 

Only when man 1s freed from systems of cx plortation and 
repression and becomes master of his own society can he 
enter the stage of liberty Engels sand that when socialist 
society becomes communrst society —a classless society 
with highly developed productivity he would name thes 








the perrad when people Ny from the realm of necessity to 
ihe realm of liberty Mao Zedong said that the history of 
manos the history of continuous travel from the realm of 
necessity to the realm of liberty As we can we. the iweue 
of man's freedon, cannot be separated from the level of 
the development of productivity from the social system: 
and from the cognitive ability of man We fight with a 
weepon tt we want to win The weapon that will win us 
freedom 1s educational activity. the activity that will help 
improve productivity and stimulate social progress and 
enable us to cadertand and the world The kind 
of education that prevents men fighting for ther 
freedom « the kind that defends a reactionary and 
outdated social system of advocates an ignorant and 
backward ideology Hf what education does is to serve the 
needs of society, how can we regard the system as 
something that represses and restricts man's freedom’ 

Ail schools in socialist Countries teach ther students to 
fa against slavery and repressive systems and from 
schools students acquire knowledge of scrence and cul- 
ture Are not these schools helping people to fight for 
ther own happiness’ The people who think that social 
demands on education cause a low of liberty deny the 
fact that human development cannot be separated from 
social development The fact 1s that society determines 
the content of education. and cach social system has its 
own educational requirements The diiference 1s that our 
socialist system is the system that unites social develop. 
ment and human liberation Our system dares to tell the 
truth On the other hand. the capitalist system is the 
system that helps the minority to explon the majority Hf 
education must serve the caprialist system. it will have to 
help consolidate the mercenary and cnslaving system 
The capitals, class will try every trick to hide the truth 
Thies 1s why caprtalists make such hypocritical state- 
ments telling us that the objective of education 1s to 
achreve individual freedom and liber sion of the person- 
ality. In reality. mm a capitalist soc: | only those with 
funds can be free and maintain individuality For the 
majority of the people. education will only offer them the 
training required by capitalists 


Some people say that education cannot serve social 
development and improve the quality of man at the 
same tome They beleve that the real objective of edu- 
cation should be improving the quality of man Actually 
m our country the goal of nmproving human quality 
does not contradict the fact that education serves social 
development To achieve socialist construction we must 
have people who are better qualified The way our 
schools work for socialist construction 1s to improve the 
quality of people ft 1s. therefore. logical to think that 
the two goals interfere with cach other Some people 
have the sea that social valuc 1s the opposite of imnd)- 
vidual value They think that education should empha- 
vive the value of man himself We must highlight the fact 
that when education improves the quality of man 
unavoidably it will also improve the valuc of man This 
value includes the need to satisfy ine demands of ind: 
vidual cxrstence and development. and the demands of 
social development We agree that education should 
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improve the value of man Vet the \ alue of man is closely 


only produce people 


adi 
i 
i=: 


There 1s another opinion denved from the same view. 
point Some people disagree that education should serve 
socialist construction because this treats man as a guest 
clement rather than the host clement. of society Again. 
thes «sa one-s'ded argument To society. man is a guest 
clement. as well as a host clement Through social 
practice and labor people transform nature. transform 
socrety. and creave their own history From this angle 
man 1s the host clement. and society and nature are his 
guest clements Still, human activities are controtied by 
the objective laws of nature and society and are 
restricted by the social and histoncal conditions of 
society People have to act according to the demands of 
historical development and follow the objectives of 
society if they want to succeed Judging from this angie. 
man 1s the guest clement Moreover. cach man is the host 
clement im his life, but to others he 6 only a guest 
clement All these indicate that nobody can say that he is 
the host clement but not a guest clement or that he ts 
only a guest clement. not the host clement The peopic 
produced by our education must learn to accept these 
double valucs and functions To say that education can 
only train man as the host clement. but never as a guest 
clement, « asking for che imposible This kind of 
opinion can come only from subjective imagination 


Here we must port out that in the discussion of the 
function and valuc of education. most comrades adopted 
the viewport of uniting social value and individual 
valuc. and cxpressed ther interpretations of the selyect 
from the same angle The one-sided opinions mentioned 
above came only from a few individuals. However. to 
certain extent. they represent the humanist tide from the 
educat.onal ideology of foreign countries This educa- 
ton.! weology did play a positive role at the time 
capitalism was on the rise dut we should not automat. 
ically transplant thes viewpoint to our socialist country 
At the time when humanism «as suggested. people were 
struggling against feudalistic dictatorship and a theo- 
cratic system. a system that repressed their individuality 
and freedom In its place they established the capitalrst 
system. a system that advocated liberty and equality in 
form but practiced cxplortation and repression in reality 
What we have today 1s a socialist system. a system that is 
totally different from the other two. Socaliem has 








“ QIUSHI No 7, 1 April 1991 


desiroyed the exploitation and repression system and 
created better conditions for human liberation and 
devclopment Here social interests are the same as the 
interests concerning human development Basically. 
human development and social development are mutu- 
ally beneficial the progress of one will lead to the success 
of the other Under the corcumstances, if we still follow 
the humanist educational viewpoint and insist that edu- 
calor must serve human development rather than social 
dvvelopment then we will be advocating the idea that 
people should always think of themselves first that they 
should design their own future regardless of what the rest 
of the nation may need. that they should pursue ind. 
vidual growth at the capense of socrety. and that they 
may ,ul their own interests above social interests and 
the imterests of other people Hf so, we will be totally 
submerged by individualiem Moreover, we will be 
opening the gate for bourgeors liberaliwm 


What we learn from our historical experience is that 
socialist education must serve socialist construction as 
well as human development The two are inseparable 
and united as one The function of education ts to train 
the kind of people required by socialism and. through 
them to achieve socialist construction In this way. 
education will serve human development as well When 
we look at the overall situation of at the essence of the 
matter, we will find that under the socialist system 
individual development and social development are the 
same Also. individual development cannot exclude 
vocial development In fact. man achieves individual 
des clopment through the process of social development 
The socialist cause represents the interests of all peopte. 
including the proper interests of any individual This 1s 
wh) people want and suppor socialism Socialist educa- 
tron must give what the people want It must benefit 
their physical and mental development. and encourage 
them to take more inihatives 


Itt. Education Mest | 
Well as Follow Its 


In order for the educational system to function. we must 
understand the nature of education and accept social 
restrictions. If we go against nature or ignore social 
conditions and demands. we will serrously hinder the 
dev clopment of education 


the Demands of Society as 
Discipline 


Society restricts education in four ways. First. society 
tells us what kinds of skills people need to have Demand 
provides the biggest incentive for us to develop educa- 
thon Second. society provides education with maternal 
resources and financial! support They are the foundation 
of educational development Third. society defines the 
character of education and provides guidance for its 
devclopment Fourth society 1s the larger environment 
surrounding education and 1s entwined with the system 
For all these reasons. society has a decisive influence on 
the direction. course. speed. and scale of education 
devclopment Society helps design the structure cf edu- 
cation. and it also defines the content and format of 
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teaching To a large extent the characteristics of society 
and its level of development control educational devel 


opment 


li ws Impossible to overemphasize the importance of 
society We need that social force to stimulate education 
development We have sand that socialist construction 
depends on educational development and education 
must serve socialist construction This polis should 
answer the question concerning the relationship between 
swocrety and education We have been implementing 
educational reform in the last few years because we want 
to setile this suc 


Education trains people This is an activity that has its 
own internal discipline First. the object of education is 
man Education must not ignore the rhythm of human 
growth and mental activity For mstance. the educa 
tional principle of gradual learning and connecting 
theory with reality «= based on the characteristics of 
human cognition Because there are differences in per 
sonalities. we vary our method and content of teaching 
to suit the students and we create a flexible format One 
of the characteristics of man is his subjective activity 

This ts why education must enlighten and induce reac 

tion Second. teaching and studying is a two-way activity 
between teachers and students Conflicts between 
teaching and studying comprise the bas internal prob. 
lems of teaching and studying the relationship between 
teacher and student comprises the basn internal rela 
tionship of teaching and studying In order to correctly 
deal with and solve these relationships and problems we 
create a series of guidelines, such as teaching and 
studying complement cach other teachers guide and 
students are the maim body. etc Third. the task of 
education 1s to improve the quality of man Some people 
categorize human quality in three ways—moral intelle: 

tual. and physical Others make a ore detarled distin 

tion They say that there may be four categories— moral 
intellectual, physical. and aesthetic. or fe categories— 
moral. intellectual, physical, acsthetn and labor Al! 
these clements arc interrelated and mutually influential 
Developing education means coordinating all clements 
We must also obey other disciptines of education This is 
the minimal requirement 


The nature of education will not change ft does not 
matter if we are from a different class of society we must 
follow the rules No one 1s allowed to disobey otherwi 
we will pay the price of having the progress of dev clop- 
ment interrupted As history develops people will 
understand morc about the laws of education and will be 
more knowledgeable in applying the laws Society will 
always have an impact on education. although different 
societies will create different social conditvons and 
impacts The hasn distinction between socialist and 


capitalist education ms not based on whether oF not 
anyone recognizes the necessity of following the nature 
of education ot whether of not anyone imnores social 
influences on education The difference between the two 
educational systems hes on the essence of social rmpact 
Mars and Engels cxaplained this pot clearly mm the 
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(ommunnt Manitesto (( ommuniets did aot invent the 
tact thal wocrety has an hepact on education they just 
want to alter the essence of the umpact “" Mary beheved 
that society) played an important role in education He 
beloved that woacety defined education that education 
could beoomplemented through social relations and that 
woctety exercised direct of indirect control by the estab 
lho at ota school system Sacet) not only influences 
education it alee controls and regulates the direction 
and the courve of educational development Because 
there os such an obligatory relationship exiting between 
society and education Comrade Deng \iaoping decided 
that the education system must be modernized must be 
workd-onented and must be able to deal with the future 
The purpose of hes saying thes is to make us realize that 
education hes to serve sociliat construction. satisty the 
demands of a modern society) and produce more high 
quality people for the nation 


Cn thes sue people tend to make two mistakes The fest 
group of people says that we cannot ask education to 
follow its own objective laws and satisfy the needs of 
wal development ssmultancously They beleve that 
the goal of serving sect ist construction 1s contradictory 
to the purpose of education They question whether 
education should Se for social development or human 
development They want education to be independent of 
social influences. to retrieve its “individuality” and to 
forget about berg society's “accessory and tool ~ To this 
question we will anwwer that education 1s a part of social 
life Fuacateen will morta its relation with society and 
he rectraned by the laws of social development We 
cannot sever (hes relatronshep and attempt to find “tb. 
erty by staying above the laws of social development 
What these comrades want +. to keep education away 
hom any socal mfluences. to deny and nore any 
commections between education and society and to 
devclop education only by following the objective laws 
of education TH we grant teem then wish our schools 
will be cut off from secret) The people tramed by ou 
schools will not fit rate socre'y because the substance 
and format of teaching have nothing to do with reality 
As a result we will not be able to corry out the policy that 
says teaching standards and education must serve 
vocalist com ructon The vrewpomt that denies socal 
mfluences of « tucatron « the cause of afl sorts of 
unrealisti theo re. 


The scoond group of people .ced t. lump education and 
other frelds together and treat them as one They deny 
the fact that education is independent and indi dual 
They try to replace educational drscupt.nc aith coonomn 
discipline They would manage schools the same way 
they manage coonemn of political departments This 
prohibits school management from following the obyex 
tive laws of education and interteres with normal 
teaching procedure There arc specif rules and 
demands on how to tran people and to mmprove then 
quality We must tollow these rules and stick with the 
screntif procedure if we want to produce more qual 
hed people Therefore school must mamtan ther 


QIUSHI No 7, | April 1991 “ 


indepencence Education serves fulfillong its 
duty of producing qualified people That is to say even 
though education must be socially onented and must 
contribute to social development does not mean that 
education should be stirpped of its independemc ant 
imdividuality Nor should we change the education estab 
lishment ite economn politnal or other types of 
organizations and transiorm educational dis upline 
and replace it with eoonamn rules The more education 
can retain its endividuality the more valuable and irre 
placeable «it will become If we dismim oF deny its 
characteristics. we will weaken oF desiroy education 


Hecause we did not have a comprehensive understanding 
of the poley of education serving the interests of the 
proletariat class. when we treed to carry oul this policy in 
1958 we made the mistale of advocating too many 
political movements Hence our schools could not fully 
function as traning organizations The mistake evolved 
imto the Cultural Revolution That was when classes 
were suspended and students stayed out of school for the 
revolution All educational organizations became offices 
for poltical struggle and political movements replaced 
all teaching activities In fact. schools were nonexistent 
The decade-long ( ultural Revolution held up a whole 
generation disrupted the supply of train | people and 
caused irreversible damage 


We learned from our experiences Based on the strategn 
policy and the new wo \ objective of the party and 
country we concluded that education should serve 
socialist comstruction This policy has given education 
the necessary energy to function Vet while we try to 
develop a socialist coonomy, some people suggest 
turning our schools into units that produce Commodities 
Students will be treated as Commodities and schools will 
have to conform to the laws of commodity production 
In other words. the laws of commodity production will 
be the laws of trang people We do not deny the fact 
that the school m mde a social environment and is 
condijoned by sooty that « © controled by the 
coonemy of secret) or that must ser. socialist coo 
nomen construction Bul we must not forget that the only 
way education serves socialist coomOmH CONSstFuCtIOn 1s 
to produce qualified people Society needs people who 
have moral mtctiectual and physical standards and 
who have the nevcewar, shill to burld socratom This 
docs not mean commercializing cducatron Our educa 
tonal reform ans to correct the mestakes of the past 
that «=. the traning provided by the education system 
will have to match job requirements The poly of 
meuing contracts and imolementing the royponsitelity 
system comes from coonomn system reform The pur 
pose of the poly © to tram people who will meet the 
demands of socialist sstem reform to does not mean 
turning the task of shill traning into Commodity produc 
tron Naturally education must merit the requirements 
of socmaiet commodity production Hons permrvwitte tor 
«hooks to test and study cenam mechaninms of com 
maxi) production and mctude these as part of the 
teaching actrvetees But a school ms not a factory oF an 
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the imsobvency hp )¥ pay p  & 
detts havc rarely been seen in post-war United States 


the recession set mm. that «©. starteng last July. many 


Third the employment situation 1s detenorating Before 
eMerprises began laying off workers in large numbers 
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\ooortrye to tS) Later Deegeerteeeet eateeters «the 
nate. emo mph eee! fate om teeeed from S >) grr cet 
ue joe te 6° geecent @ Petewery thee veer The 
eerie on pabew weaared fromm 6 4 — ⸗4 
am! the fermi of embccompihned cecomded ' mmefiean 
Th are of enempteved « cll cagpemtag te other 
eo om moon |% Amer aem «etki wo enaaerem 
pened 


Lavth premberteen exter Ret By 
herd etme oom tie wore nce trades effect are doomed to 
homers apaitte of eetvetendeng gered Max tatoos 
hare weflored a severe Mhoe) Aqemg thew Memteng and 
retariong are the ecw fet 


trom on the maneta terug eter Regan rts 
cere eters the foal evtatc Dewnew whereed ages of ened 
cong aed deve Progen) pram Rave feen falteng for 
more (hans year Gee fewelieng re a temp mm ihe her ang 
mdeur Law veer fewwng art dropped ter f! 
monte mh atom By) the ead of the year «@ had fet the 
heme Pernt wemce tie leet recewsean The enempio, ment 
rate for cOnMrecthen @orher « ower |!) percent fer 


ce oodong [he Batre ) erage ememMpho ment | ate 


Im the pet rocewesem fas fet hemteng gradually Out the 
tote Menkeng eas om deep eater from the outect Then 
aa, marnly reflected om the fact that many) nem had to 
th erties off a “Red dete, aad « large sermier of 
bands had gone roto bquedatron Last scar encadbert tte 
bent loam bet a record $6) Pelkon four [figure as 
pulinhed) times more than om 198) ($6 belhom) Law 
‘car about | banks went hankrupt also far cxceedeng 
the 198) figere (40) Earl) the year the Bank of New 
tagiand (hrowp on of the fowr leadeng banking grow 
mm the northeastern | avted Mates declared hankruptcy 
and had to hx ‘reswed and taken ower by the Federal 
Deport Inserance ( orperation at a cost of §) } befhon 
nother | (1¥)-pfes hanks were on the verge of ant. 
rupt) and were leted by) the Federa: Depowt Insurance 
( orperetren a “protiem hanks Ewen the tug hanks 
have had a teffkult ame For metance ( teoorp ( hase 
Manhatian ( hema a! Rant and other hanks fownsd ther 
share prices Mumping bad deft. soaring profit rates 
dev toning and lowes mounting They were forced to tram 
thos operations dines and replace then managers and 
sumtantially reduce thee Mall Recenth § 000 ( moor 
emptovees. § $ percent of the hank’s total aafl were 
sacked” As Mr. Rohert Li-tan (0448 098)) finances 
expert at the |S) Brookengs Institution sand “bur 
hanks havc never capenenced seach a had tome hetfore | 


During the rocewwon retar sales have ako presented a 
very Dleak preture Crrowth on retard! sales dropped from 
an average | percent m the 1981's to | percent last wear 
Im the fourth quarter oo tavt year retas sales dropped 4 
percent Before ( hrestmas many large department stores 
started then clearance sales carher than usual —— 
to stemulate purchases The phenomenon had acy 


heen seen during the past 10 years Ter team Gusinse 
(rrowp with awets worth $14 bilhon reporned 
business and substantial profit fall in December 
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omg age the group eas formed te ley off (1 em 
employers (iv aveeten Red ane 
weviarmed bees) bewers Man) 
mmotvest Tver Pan Am eh. b the trade bow 
acertt) “U years mest to apply tor reerserip bimanm sal 
ete e CORERET. SOC Uritees Fert abv ertnwng agen 
cee ee fora acownteng ferme aad em were ate hel 
hy the fooeeron to varyeng degrees White cotter 
worker man) of ehom eer danager Prater finan 
oe! oper serene. oownignhs and whew per 
weet acounted fo over @&) percent of the total 
eumier of unemptoyed af the cad of aw year ( omparncd 
enh 198) the sumier of cubatleorh @hrte«cutior 
worters had um shew |) percent 


After serving the Ore Poetear CCOmOTAR foCO wm 
from (980) to 198) the | aeted States see the longew 
a foarte One Ihe war 
the coww of the current roceweon” The (unde 
mental coawen 6 the wane as before «There are onl 
comtradac trom Retecen the wana! proun trom 


uate anette iMher factors have 
wrved a oan and havierned the procew 


Like Prevrows receswoms the current ome —— the 
rewuh of the mntenwixatron of Contradsctrom Retecen 
the unhimited growth of wxsal producti forces and the 
relative comtractron of the effective soceal wants of the 
laboring mawes During the viage of coOmORE FeCOver) 
fixed caprial investment imcrcased substantially 
bringing ahow! 2 continuous growth of productive 
capectty Betecen (98!) and 1489 private feed mew 
ment tom 198) dollar value) merce’ af an annual 
average of over 5 percent fm 198) and 1984 the 
moreases regrtered & > and 16 5 percent respectively 
However the real mcome of the laboring masses did not 
gree quite as fast and alwotute declines were sometimes 
reported During thes perod the hourly wage for none 
grvcultural workers increased by an average of only - 
percent a vear In 199) the dnposetic moome of low 
moome carners who account foo one-fifth of the total 
population was actually § percent blew than on 1980) The 
1s hound to precepetate the sharpcneng of Comtradic tims 
hetecen production and maractiny of hetecen supply 
and demand and «il! ine. stably bead to the outhread of 
a few crises (recewwon) As Engels pomnted out When 
market capanwon cannot catch up eith the capanwon of 
production conflict becomes mevitatic 


The sharpening of Contradictions hetecen production 
and marketing finds sahent capresson in the busking 
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mdustry and on retading The 1480s sae blind capan 
won of the busking mdusiry and retail sales Por 
mevtance om 198) and 1984 investment mm howewng 
comsiruction imcreased at rates of 4. and 145 percent 
respectively Between 14986 and 1984 the number of 
shopping arcades mcreaved by 2) percent Per capita 
rota! area shot up from eit square meters in 14RD to 1K 
‘quare meters in 194) while affected by 

growth income inflation and other factors 

effective purchasing power dropped and home purchases 
nowedived They resulted in an oversupply of property 
and ston kprling on the retail business which will imeve 
tay lead to hard tomes on the burlding industry as well 
asin retaring and other trades 


The sharpening of contradictions in the |S) economy 
had atone Mage been stowed down by 
and private borrowing and credit capanwon Activated 
hy the bask contradiction of captalwm however the 
dem tactor which was once responsible 
nome growth turned inte the opposite Over the past i) 
sears borrowing by) the federal government enterprises 
and indy duals increased annually By the middle of last 
veer pullin and private borrowing amounted to $.) 4 
trifen 2 4 tomes the GNP The produced a picture o! 
tabe prosperity) for a comwderaty) long period with 
dornesty demand thriving Comsumpndn secthing and 
imports rogetermg substantial increases However 
dem tucted economen prosperity cannot last long tn 
the carly 1990s the federal government onterprises 
and individuals were forced to cut then borrowing a 
Move which also suppressed investment and comsump- 
trom At present federal de amounts to over $1.00 
hillhon with annual interest payments totaling more 
than $!%) bilhon In order to pay interest on natronal 
deMs the goverament must compete with orate enter. 
proves for funds on the mone, market causwng interest 
rates to stay fagh) Thos has om turn affected mv csiment 
and production by enterprises The presence of huge 
natronal detts has also rendered ot umpowsitic for the 
govecrament to stemulate the economy, by capanssonrst 
cconemn pohoes The debts of nonfinancial cnterprises 
now total $1 S00 belhon The percentage of funds spent 
on the repayment of capital and imicrest m aftertas 
carnings of enterprises has gone up trom 40 percent mn 
the s to law veers ©) percent Increased 
interest burdens on production cost havc greath «cab 
ened the mvesiment capatility of enterprises Priv ate 
horro wing amounts to approxemacct) $3600) ballon 
Mounting detts have almost drained the purchasing 
pewcr of man, tamrbes The coupled with a drop on real 
moome means that people havc to cut down on food and 
cbotheng and deter the purchase of homes cars and other 
duratic stems After the credit boom of the 1480's hanks 
also tend themec!).. on a vulnerable position as more and 
more people fail to repay ther home mortgages and as 
enterprise and personal had debts increase They have no 
alternative bul to keep credit under sinct control and 
even impose a cred! squeeze Thies has cxacerhated the 
cash-flow problems of indusinal and Commercial cater. 
prises making it impossible to mocrease investment in 
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production Thus the Contrada tion between the capan 
won of production and cflective demand has ultimately 
led to the sharpening of Contradi tions beiween produc 
thon and marketing of between supply and demand 


The sharpening of Contradn tions between production 
and marketing has directh intensified the financial con 
tradsctions and the measures taken by the FOS Grovern 
ment contradictions have touched off 
the coomomn rocewon Srace the mid 1980's relations 
between total demand and total supply have become 
morcasingly) siranned after the productive capacity and 
vibhizatien of capacity reached the saturation port 
Inflatvon was all set to rntensity bn onder to cool down 
the overheated coonemy and curb unflatvon the Federal 
Reserve Board began to tighten up the aroney supply in 
1 YER and repeatedl) carved the discount rate Affected by 
thes move the merchant hanks also adjusted ther prime 
rate upward pushing it as high as |) 5 percent at one 
pont om 1989 Thos succeeded on curtaning personal 
comumption demand and fired investment by enter 
prises to a certam catent: Economn growth was thus 
slowed down Under the ompact of high interest rates 
personal comumption demand and tiaed mvestment— 
two mayor factors for coonomen growth—turther deter: 
erated in 1990) The coonemy, contenued ity downhill 
yournes finally ending in the sorry state of recessson in 
the fourth quarter of last year (nm the surface. u seemed 
thal the recession was touched off by government pol. 
crs Hf we look at the wtuatron more deeply we will we 
that it was the mes itable outcome of the dev clopment of 
obyectivc contradictions on the course of reproduction 
The government's macrocconomn polices were not well 
considered for metance. although the measure to 
tighten money suppl checked inflaton also curbed 
cconemn growth The governmment changed its policy 
from antionflaton to antirecessson toward the end of 
last voar when it saw that the situation was anything but 
reassuring. bul by then i was already tow late to arrest 
the momentum of the tall and stop the recesson 


The morease on onl prices because of the Cull cron and 
other nenrecurrent factors havc also anded and abetted 
the receswon The |S coonom, has benefited a great 
deal trom the low of prices over the past few years As 
imported of accounts for hall of the country + comump- 
tron. the mec of tall mn of prees has an important 
‘catalhtxn ocftect on the coonemy, After the outbreak of 
the Grulf Crisis on! prices shy rocketed from tess than $20 
per barre! on carly August to over $40 on carl October 
and still fluctuated around the $4) mark at yearend The 
rive m of proes and spiraling inflation croded the 
confidence of consumers and enterprises alike Thes 
coupled with the mcrease in emport capenses Caused the 
coonems to suffer derectl) or mnderecth) Statestics show 
that for every $10 morease om of prices. the mfation 
rate will rise by about two percentage pownts the cco- 
nomen growth rate will drop by one percentage pont 
and emport cxapenses will increase by $V) billion a year 
Pressured by rising on! prices and inflatron. the Federal 
Reserve Board could do littl to stumulate the economy 
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by) relaaing money suppl) Meanwhile the turbulent 
international financial situation fluctuating cachange 
rates and the steep rive and fall in share prices as a resull 
of the Grull crisis also hampered the sicady dev clopment 
of the LS. eoonomy The fact 6. recession would have 
hit the |S economy sooner or later even without the 
(oul cre and the mee im on proces because the bask 
social contradictions cannot be overcome 


Foonomeds at home and abroad are divided on the 
extent end duration of the current lS) coonomn reces- 
won Hs not eas) to make an accurate estimate at this 
Stage Nonetheless an analysis of some of the factors that 
affect the development of the LS. ecoonomy will be of 
heip on pudging the basi trend of the recession 


There are still favorable tactors in the development of 
the | * eoonomy For mstance. as the inflation rate is 
not tor hugh. the Federal Reserve Board i still in a 
position to readjust ts monetary polices and lower 
interest rates: Duc to the weak dollar exchange rate and 
the fact that major trading partners tke Japan and 
Crermany are dong well financially 1 will be possible to 
maintain the momentum of growth in the export of US 
products. particularly manufactured goods after 10) 
years of readjustment. the regulatory ability of the US 
coonom) against recession and of price rises has been 
strengthened The fact that overstocking by enterprises 
has not yet gotten out of hand has. to a certain extent 
mitigated the subsequent drop in production duc to 
stock dumping during depression Agnicultural produc- 
tron rs still on the mcrease 


However the | © ecoonomy 6s also beset with the fob- 
lowing mayor unfavorable .actors 


First’ consumer and investor confidence us still on the 
decline Consumers are reluctant to mecrease consurap- 
tron capenses Many companies are scrapping the 199! 
production imvestment plans. and real capital cxpend:- 
ture tor the entire manufacturing sector ail! be slashed 
by | S percent At the end of last vear and carly this vear 
indicators reflecting US coonomic tronds were on the 
decline For imstance. composite indexes for leading 
econome indicators. manufacturing orders. building 
permits retail volume and so or. are all dropping Some 
indicators have even registered thew taggest drop in the 
past 10 years. This suggests that the occonomy will 
detcnorate sull further in the months ahead 


Second. feders, budeet deficits are still growing and the 
govermment has litth financial means at its disposal to 
siop the recession from deepening According to est- 
mates by |S) Government officials. federal budget 
deficuts for fiscal 1991 are likely to reach a record 
$ MH). 325 bilhon The deficits would be sill bigger if the 
Csult war capenses were included The enormous budget 
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deficits will umpose great constraints on the Bush admun- 
istration. rendering it impossible to resort to expan: 
wont financial polos to bring about an economic 
recovery as the Reagan administration did in the early 
19R0's 


Third foreign capital inflow is diminishing and even 
pulling owt. The US. economy wes able to shake off 
recession and maintain its growth in the 1980's due 
partly to a massive foreign caprial inflow Last year, 
however, saw a veversal of this trend. According to 
prebminary statistics the net outflow of foreign capital 
exceeded $20 bilhon last year Due to the drop in savings 
rates across the world, coupled with the sharp cut in 
capital exports from Japan and Germany. a global cash 
shortage occurred In addition. most Western countries 
are ng higher interest rates than the United States 
It thus appears that the momentum of capital outflow 
from the United States will continue unabated and this 
will aggravate the country’s cash shortage and make 
economic recovers all the more difficult 


Fourth financing for industrial and commercial enter- 
prises 1s becoming more difficult, The crisis facing US 
banks and thetr savings and loan business often interacts 
with the recession It 1s estemated thal as many as 23 
banks will go under this year with debts amounting to 
$90 bilhon. well over the corresponding figures for iast 
year The recession has aggray ated the banking crisis and 
the financial crises will in turn hasten tc recession Even 
if the financial crises does not get out of hand, U S. banks 
will still exercise great caution on lending money and will 
impose strict restrictions A survey conducted at the end 
of last vear shows that between 33 and $0 percent of the 
banks were \ightening credit Although the Federal 
Reserve Board has decided to relax money supply. many 
banks arc having -ccond thoughts about following suit 
They put aside half of new capital as reserve against bad 
debts and for the purchase of government bonds. rather 
than using these sums to increase lendings to industrial 
and commercial enterprises. Thes will not be of much 
help in stimulating an coonman recovery Kaufmann. 
chief economist at Solomon Brothers. recenth pomted 
out that the frau US. financeal system would nake 
economic recovery ver) difficult because. following the 
“reconstruction” and reform of banks. they would be 
compelled to limit credit. thereby imposing constraints 
on financing by industry and commerce Under this 
impact. enterprises will not capend production by a big 
margin 


Fifth the slump in the real estate market and wurhiing 
industry will further deteriorate as the recession deepens 
Office blocks completed in recent montis are cnough to 
supply needs for the next 10 years The steady dechine in 
the number of people getting marred hes also reduced 
the demand for housing This will not only result im ar 
oversupply im housin, constiuction and vate ine 
recession. bul will affect the restoration consumer 
confidence and pose a ‘hreat to banks offering marsive 
housing loans 
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Finall,. there is little room for expansion of exports 
Some economists beheve that the economic recession in 
the United States could touch off a global recession. This 
view 18 Not altogether groundless. As indicated by a 
report published by the International Business Cycle 
Research Center of Columbia University, the leading 
economin indicators in nine of 11 Western developed 
countries surveyed were either at a standstill or 
declining. meaning that an international recession was 
imminent At present, rcession has already hit devel- 
oped countnes hike Canada, Britain, and Australia Eco- 
nomic growth in other developed countries is likely to 
slow down. and mosi developing countries will be hit by 
hard times this year Under the circumstances, even if 
the | nited States can maintain the momentum of export 
growth. the increase will be smaller than that made in the 
previous two years, thus reducing the room for precipi 
lating an economic recovery through expanding exports 


Summing up. the current economic recession may not be 
the worst since the war, but it 1s also far from being a 
“muld and short-term” one as the US. administration 
has claamed A greater likelyhood is that the recession 
will be close to the average level of the previous seven 
postwar recessions in terms of intensity and duration 
We may call ta medium-level recession and it appears 
that recovery will be difficult’ Should there be mayor 
unforeseen events in of prees and in the realm of 
finance and credit. it 1s entirely possible that unpred) -- 
able twists and sethacks will occur 


1\ 


The current economic recession will have a widespread 
impact on LS. political and cconomic positions. as well 
as foreign relations. some of which will be of farreaching 
significance 


First the livehhood of the laboring people will suffer as 
a direct result of the economic recession Mass unem- 
ployment will lower the living standards of the laboring 
masses. widen the gap between the nich and the poor and 
aggravate the seriousness of social problems \lthough 
the current unemployment rate (6 5 percent) 1s lower 
than that in November 1982 (10.8 percent). the disaster 
brought on by the current recession to the unemployed 
and their familes is by no means hghtcr than the last 
ume round The reason 1s that most of the jobless in the 
carly 1980's were young people without family burdens 
whereas the majority of the current unemployed havc 
familes to support To them. losing them jobs means 
losing thei guaranteed income and medical weltare 
Their livelihood 1s not ensured and they cannot afford to 
send then children to school This may result im the 
breakup of familes or other misfortunes Worse still the 
present critena for the jobless to qualify for unemploy- 
ment benefits are much higher and rehet payments arc 
smalicr For imstance. in Michigan. an unemployed 
person was chgible for relict payment after working in a 
company for 14 weeks during the | 980-8) penod but 
this has now been raised to 20 weeks Theres means that 
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fewer are cligible to collect unemploy ment rehet Status 
tres show that during the previous secession, 76.8 per- 
cent of the unemployed were chgible for rehet, but only 
43 percent are ecligible now. In the early of the 
recession, an unemployed person could sull find part: 
time work, but. as the recession continues and the 
unemployment army expands. the chances of finding 
part-time work are very shim. Even large companies that 
practiced life tenure for decades ave now laying off 
workers, and the number of compames offering life 
tenure has dropped from 40 five years ago to the present 
cight. Although the renowned IBM ecarher claimed that it 
had no intention of changing the | fe tenure syste.n. it has 
recently announced plans to change many full-time posts 
lo part-time positions, thereby turning large numbers of 
workers effectively into semi-employed It 1s also est 
mated that the duration of unemployment will avcrage 
wine months. almost double the 1982 figure (4.8 
months) The longer they are unemployed. the greater 
the laboring masses will suffer Moreove . the recession 
will aggravate the disparity on the distribution of social 
wealth As estimated by the Congressional Budget 
Office. the disposable incoine of low-income families. 
which accounted for one-filth of the population. had 
actually dropped by § percent over the past 10 years. 
while chat of high-income ſammes, which accounted for 
another one-fifth of the population, had risen by 33 
percent. The widening of the gap between the rich and 
the poor is bound to further sharpen the social contra- 
dictions at home 


Second. the recession will make it all the more difficu’’ 
to resolve the problem of bu iget deficits. the number. 
one economic problem troub ung the US) economy for 
sears The US Government jind Congress both resolved 
to chiminate budget deficits. The new budget they drew 
up last October proposed to reduce budget deficits by 
close to $800 bilhon. through efforts to increase rev caue 
and cut expenditures in the next five years. and to cul 
$40) billion thes vear Ht now a ypears that thes objective is 
uniikely to be reahved) The reason is that. with the 
recession gomng on. the federa government will be forced 
to merease weltare spending. such as increasing child 
support food stamps. medicarc. and other planned 
expenditures Furthermore. foi‘owrng the decline in pro- 
duction. compames and indivi iuals will be carning less 
meaning that the federal gove; ament will also be getting 
less from income tax Thes will mevitably increase fed- 
eral budgect deficits Coupled with expenses incurred 
from the Gulf war, US federal budget deficits will 
surely set new records 


Third what merits special attention 1s that. as a resull of 
the current recession. the coonomn balance of the 


Western world will see mayor changes which will prove 
untasorablic to the U anted States but favorable to coun. 
tres he Japan and Germany This well. in turn. aggra- 
vate coonomn contradictions with Japan and Crermany 
and affect interrelations Economic recession has not hit 
the devcloped capitalist countries at the same time 
While the United States « berg hut by recession. the 
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Japanese and German economies are growing. His 
estimated that their growth rates will ¢ ceed 4} percent 
this year. Even if the US. economy recovers within a 
couple of years, its growth rate will be below that of 
Germany and Japan. This trend, with the Unrted States 
on the decline and Japan and Germany continuing their 
rise, will be an important factor affecting their interrela- 
tions and foreign policies in the years to come. Al 
present, it 1s not easy for the two sides to coordinate their 
economic policies and there is a growing tendency for 
Japan and Germany to act independently The United 
States hopes to rely on them to stimulate its domestic 
demand and hopes that they will increase imports from 
the United States so it can shake off the recession Japan 
and Germany have refused to satisfy US. demands, 
citing their own cconomic difficulties as an excuse In 
addition to trade friction, interest rates and funds have 
also become focal points for new economic conflicts 
among the United States, Japan. and Germany As the 
economic strength of Japan and Germany grows. their 
Struggle to contend with the U nied States for the nght to 
speak on and decide economic maticrs for the West will 
also intensify 


Lastly, with the Western cconomy at a low ebb. the 
United States and other Western countries will strive to 
transfer the crisis to the developing countries through 
various channels. thereby dealing blows at the cconomi 
development of these countries Because of cconomic 
recession, or a drop im the cconomi growth rate. the 
United States and other Western countries will naturally 
reduce their demand for products exported by the deve! 
oping countries and seize the opportunity to suppress the 
price of primary products or even step up trade protec- 
tronism The trading conditions in the dev cloping coun- 
tines will thus further deteriorate and thei cxport 
income will drop The tS Government may also use 
financial difficulties as an cxacuse to cut back on tts 
official development aid to the devcloping Countries. oF 
impose harsh cconomn and political conditions on 
countries recenving ard American commercial banks will 
not only tighten domestic credit. but will also cut loans 
to the developing countries and will be reluctant to 
ravtigate the debt burdens of deMor nations in accor- 
dance with the “Brady Plan” The cortention between 
the United States and other devcloped countnes for 
funds will send the international lending ratc soaring. 
thereby adding to the dem burdens of the dev cloping 
countries. In short. the transfer of crises and coonomn 
difficulties by the United Statics and ther Western 
countries to the developing countrics will stifle ther 
economic growth Some countries will be hit by recession 
and the det problem will deteriorate The possibility 
another dceln crises cannot be iuled out A further dete. 
noration in the cconomn situation in the dev choping 
countries will in turn add to the coonomn difficulties i 
the United States and the entire Western world 


b oot mote 
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Correctly Understand Superiority of So. ialist 
System 


MK 1408025191 Being QIUSHTISERAING TRUTH) 
in Chinese No 7, 1 Apr Ol pp 44-47 


{Article by Li Mingzhu (2621 2474 3796), secretary of 
Ningta: Prefectural CPC Committee} 


| Text] The issue about understanding socialism is signil- 
icantly theoretical and practical, Because of different 
world outlooks anu different points of view on the issue 
under cxaamimation, there are different types of under- 
standing about socialism Some people separate the 
phenomenon from the essence and substitute the overall 
situation with the partial one They examine socialiem in 
a one-sided and isolated manner and feel doubts about 
is superiority We hold that we must proceed from the 
proletanan standpoint, take the Marxist philosophy as 
guidance, and insist on judging problems in an objective 
and comprehensive way by using scientific world out- 
look and approaches in view of their historical and 
future development. Only thus can we have a correct 
understanding about the socialist system 


1. Grasp the Characteristics of Essence and Correctly 
\ nderstand the Superiority of \he Socialist System 


According to Marx, when cxamining an issuc. one must 
thoroughly grasp the essence through the phenomenon 
on the basis of having a host of objects: ¢ material to 
hand Only thus can one have a correct understanding 
abou, Uungs. The basic principle of this understanding 
must also apply to socialism Only through complicated 
phenomenon and by grasping the essence can we cor 
rectly understand the superiority of the socialist system 


The socialist system emerged and developed in the 20th 
cemtury It has made cnormous contrioutions to human 
progress and to world peace The rise of socialist coun- 
tres Changed the patiern of the world and has become a 
solid force for checking and winning imperalist wars 
and safeguarding world peace therefore. from the da, 
socialism emerged. the bourgeors took 11 as its Opposite 
and continuously smeared and atlacked socialism By 
using political, military. economic. and ideological 
means. they vainly attempted to penctrate and thor- 
oughly chimuinate the thinking and system of socialism 
Despite all this, socialism grew from a small scalr to a 
large one and from weak to strong The victory spread 
from a single country to many countries and constantly 
became more powes ful. thereby indicating the inherent 
vitalt: of the socialist system. Such vitality s. mm the 
final analysis. desermined by the essence of socialism 


The characteristics of the most basic essence of sociahsm 
may be summarized into public ownership of the means 
of production and distribution according to work. the 
practice of upholding the leadership by ihe Communist 
Party and proletarian dictatorship. the practice of 
building socialist spiritual civilization. and so forth 
(hwnership of the socialist production means. whch is 
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based on publ ownership, has thoroughly settled con: 
tradictions between private ownership of the means of 
production under capitahiam and socialized large-scale 
production, so that te national economy can grow ina 
planned and proportional manner Socialism has made 
the people really the masters of their state and enjoy a 
power to govern the state that is the most comprehen 
sively democrat: and exercised according to law With 
the spiritual civilization built under the guidance of 
Marxism the people were gradually emancipated trom 
there old thinking and practices that were formed under 
the caxaploiting system thereby greatly enhancing their 
thinking. moral ste’ vards, and scventific and cultural 
standards. All this sndicates that mght from the start, the 
socialist system 1s superior to any of the previous social 
systems. By comparing the new society to the old, the 
people of Ningtar Prefeciure have deep feelings abou! 
such supenority 


Situated in the Herlonggang Basin, Xingtar Prefecture 
frequently suffered calamities, such as thoods and 
d,ought, in the past According to historical records, 
whenever there was. natural celamity on the old society, 
peasants often fed cn bark and the roots of grass, and the 
place was strewn with the bodies of the starved. Many 
people had to leave their homes and beg for their food or 
traded thew wives and children for food. After the 
founding of the state. Xingtar Prefecture experienced 
floods on two occasvons “nd one major carthquake The 
floods om 1°56 were the most serious in the prefecture 
since the founding of the Republi As many as 6.587 
milhon mu of farmland and 2,200 villages were Nooded 
and 360.000 houses collapsed. However, the prefecture 
suffered from much more serious floods in 1963 when 
8.507 mihon mu of farmland which promised a good 
harvest of crops were flooded and 2.753 millon houses 
collapsed. In the 1960 major carthquake, 1.956 million 
houses collapsed, some mayor facilities were seriously 
damaged. and there were heavy losses of both lives and 
property. However, by depending on the superior 
socialist system, the people of \ingtas, under the leaces 
ship of the CPC Central Commutice and the Stuc 
Council, and with the enthusiastic support of people 
across the country, quickly healed the wounds caused |ry 
the natural calamities. Moreover, despite the difficulties. 
both industry and agriculture were rapidly developed 
and the people's livelihood was sharply raised) \ingtas is 
now filled with a thriving and prosperous atmosphere 
by comparing the new society to the old, the people of 
\ingtar emotionally sing from the bottom of their earl 
that “heaven and carth are great but greater stell is the 
kinds, ss of the party, and good are these and those 
things but better still 1s socialism.” 


Il. We Must Insist on Viewing Problems From All 
Sides Lo Understand the Socialist ‘system 


Materialist: dialectics tells us that things are generally 
related) Therefore, when we cxamine and understand 
(hings. we must pay attention to the various aspects of such 
things. as well as their mutual relutions. As Lenin said, “In 
order to really understand a thing, one must grasp and 
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study each and every aspect of it, all the different kinds of 
relations and ‘imtermedianies We will never entirely 
manage to achieve this but a requirement to de it from all 
sides may help us guard against mistakes and 
ossification,” 


According to the requirement to do it comprehensively 
and to really reflect the socialist system we must uphold 
the princuple of seeking truth from fact: and seriously 
examine and analyze various aspects of the sociales 
system as well as the relations. We must avoid thinking 
about them one-sidedly or in absolute terms. If we 
simply depend on certain trivial issues, or focus on part 
of the situation instead of the overall one, we will not be 
avle to see the wood for the trees, and our conclusion will 
ofien be one-sided. In order to understand the socialis 
system from all sides, we must distinguish the main. 
stream from us subsidianes. Hos not a fact that every- 
tha, under socialism is perfect, otherwise there would 
be 10 need for us to carry out reform and opening up to 
periect the socwlist system. Nevertheless, we must 
realive that compared to the achievements, those mis- 
takes made under the socialist system are secondary 
Take the case of Ningta: as an example. After the 
founding of the state. 1 made achievements on all sides 
in cconomic, political, and cultural development, despite 
such mistakes as the Creat Leap Forward and Cultural 
Revolution and the national economic difficulties in the 
carly 1960's) Such stagnation or mistakes were simply 
secondary. Even during the great leap forward and the 
Cultural Revolution, the whole prefecture achieved con- 
sic rable coonomic development because of the efforts 
of party organizations at various levels, as well as cadres 
and the masses. In the carly days following the founding 
of the state, the prefecturc’s agricultural base was rather 
weak and output was very low. In 1949. annual grain 
output was only 45 kg per mu and gross outpul was on!y 
460 mullion ke In 1990. its eran output reached over 
200 kg per mu and gross output totalled 1,992 mithon ke. 
ar increase of more than three times compared to the 
carly days following the founding of the state. Further. 
more the whole prefecture concentrated its efforts on 
accomolishing a number of large-scale irngation 
projects, dredging more than 20 rivers, building 48 
reservoirs imecluding §& large and medium ones, and 
preserving 75.000 moior-pumped wells. It also carried 
out large-scale agricultural and irrigation basic projects. 
thereby strengthening the agricultural production 
capacity ard its capability to fight against natural calam- 
ities. Before the founding of the state. tnere was not a 
single set of agricultural machinery. The major source of 
power for agricultural use was human lubor and live- 
stock. Irrigation tools were winches and ion and wooden 
watercarts. At present, the prefecture has a total of 
432.000 agricultural machines with a total power avail- 
able of 2.37 millon kw. The comprehensive application 
of scrence and technology has further promoted the 
agricultural development At present, the prefecture’s 
rete of applying fine breed crops on agriculture 1s over 95 
percent. The rate of popularity of scientific management 
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is 70 percent, thereby —— | putting an end to the 
traditional cultivation approach and shows how trivial 
the Hoistakes were when compared to the major agricul: 
tural achievements It is impossible for us to achieve the 
present productive level wi vout adopting the socialist 
sysiem 


In order to view socialiam comprehensively and to get a 
deeper understanding about its ty, we must also 
pay attention to correcting the ing felations First. 
the relations between ific structural deficiencies of 
socialiem and the socialist system as a whole We must 
no! negate the basic system of socialiam because of 
specific structural deficiencies Socialiam is a brand new 
social system Since its formation, part of the system is 
still imperfect and does not meet the requirements and 
social development of the socialist system in some areas 
This is neither an inherent feature nor an inevitable 
result of the socialist system itself, Rather, is just 
mutually contradictory with socialiam Compared to the 
basic socialist system, a specific system is changeable 
Also. structural deficrencies do not mean that there are 
deficiencies in the socialist system Furthermore. such 
structural deficiencies may be completely overcome 
through self-perfection under the prerequisite of 
upholding the basic socialist system Second. the rela 
tons between mistakes made in our work and the 
socialist system We must not blame mistakes made in 
our work on the socialist system, —= its superiority 
Over the past 40 years and more following the founding 
of the state, we made political mistakes in the “expan: 
sion of class struggle” and made economic mistakes by 
hastily striving for achievements These mistakes hap- 
pened in the exploration stage and were the ones made in 
our work They were essentially different from such 
—_— and crises t about by the caplorting class 
and the ruling cliques. tried all means to catori the 
people and maximize thei surplus value Therefore 
there has been no constant relationship between ihe two 
Third. the relations between specific phenomena and 
socialiam. We must not write off the superiority of 
socialism because certain evil phenomena exist in 
society Those people who advocated the bourgeois lib- 
eralization exaggerated the extent of certain corrupt 
phenomena in our party. and negated both the leader- 
ship by the party and the socialist system ideologically 
this 1s an approach of negating the general by grasping 
specific cases. and « a one-sided and metaphysx 
spproach Indeed. there a very small number of peopic 
ih Our perty who cannot stand tests of reform and 
opening up but become deteriorated Nevertheless an 
absolute majority of the ~wrty members are oll honest 
and observe the law 


Vicwpeiat und Siedy Siticion Prem aetd 
— —— 


The development in the state of society “natural 
process of history.” The substitution of capitaliem by 
socialiem «% an mevitable result of development in 
human society. In order to correctly understand the 
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socialist system. we must study i from ——— — of 
weial development hy and make a atvalyers 


According to the materialial conception of history. i is 
held that the contradictions between productive forces 
and production relations and between the eoonomn 
basis and superstructure are the basi contradictions of 
human society Hecause of the movement of such basi 
contradictions, the development of society i continu: 
ously pushed forward In a capiialist society, such basic 
contradictions are manifested as those ween the 
socialization of production and the private ownership of 
the means of production These two contradictory wdes 
are Naturally incompatible so that it is inevitable that 
intensified confrontation and conflicts inevitably occur 
and that it will be eventually substituted by the socialist 
sysiem. conforming to the development of socialized 
production This is determined by the rule of social 


development 


Some people advocating bourgeois liberalization 
preached that China should make up for the lessons in 
capitaliam missed under the pretest that it had never 
experienced a capitalist society This not only goes 

inst the ive rule of historical development but 
aleo deviates the realities of China's development 


According to Mars “History often make progress in a 
leaping and winding course’ It is not necessary for an 
old social system to die in the country in which it first 
emerges Likewise, it 1s not necessary thal a new social 
system will emerge in the country in which the old 
system becomes most All changes and devel- 
opment are subject to specific conditions That China 
chose the socialiat road 14 inevitable in China's history 
On being defeated in the Opium Wars. China became a 
semi-feudal and semi-colomal society After repeated 
attempts. many people with lofty ideas built a bourgeors 
republic, helping China to become a strong and wealthy 
nation However. facts repeatedly showed that 11 was a 
failure Under the circumstances where there was sup- 
pression by impenaliem on the outside and exploration 
by feudaliem on the inside. the only way China could 
take the socialist road was through a new democratic 
revolution Since the founding of New China there have 
been carthvhaking changes in its society An extremely 
poor. comi-teedal and sem:-colomal China was trans- 
formed into an initially prosperous and socialist New 
China. This basic fact has fully proved the supreme 
superiority, as well as strong vitality. of the socialist 
system 


Another reason some people cannot correctly under- 
stand the superiority of the socialist system 1s because 
they plainly studied the maternal production and living 
standards in a simple and abstract way. making a hor- 
rontal comparison between China and developed capr- 
talist countries and coming to the mcorrect conclusion 
that socialism was inferior to capitalism We do not 
object to any conparisons because. only through com- 
parison can we di -aguish one thing from the rest and 
only thus can we separate tue superior from the inferior 
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Nevertheless, comparison must be done in a truth 
seeking manner and om screntific methods, so that 
both the comparing set the reference set are subject 
to a historical and detailed analysis under the same 
conditions Only thus can it be comparable and can we 
come to a correct conclusion On the comparison of 
material production. there are three different points with 
respect to the ime and space of capitaliat and socialiet 
development First. its length of de tin history 
is different At this time. capitatiem is to 400 years 
old and has accumulated a rich materiel basis whereas 
the age of socialiem, that is. the period from its estab: 
lishment to this time. is only 70-0dd years The estab: 
lishment of a socialiat system in China was much later 
than that Oby . 1 8 Iproper to compare China's 
material basis which has been accumulated over the past 
40-odd years. to the production level of developed 
capitalist countries, achieved afier WOO to 400 years of 
development Second. its base of maternal production is 
different The socialist system was established in coun: 
tries which were economically backward and it was a 
common characteristic that socialist countries had a 
poor and weak basis Moreover. it was more difficult for 
China to build the socialist system because it was a poor. 
backward. semi-feudal. and semi-colonial large country 
In fy nate ae yy ge ry prior 
to the of the state In the early days folowing 
the founding of the state. there were only 34 enterprises 
owned by the whole people and collectives and private 
enterprises All were enterprise work mainly 
ng in the production of umple iron tools 

After more than 40 years of effort. and by concentrating 
its financial and material strength as well as manpower. 
it has built a large number of industrial enterprises Its 
industrial economy grew out of nothing and from a small 
scale to a large one It has developed a rather compre. 
hensive industrial economic system including mining. 
metallurgy. machine-burlding light industry textiles. 
chemicals. building materials. food and so on Its mayor 
products now total over |. 100. including 85 export ones 
Al present. there are over |.606 industrial enterprises at 
and above town level in the prefecture and grow indus. 
trial output value 1s 1.870 million yuan Because i has 
developed to the present level on such a weak basis. this 
indicates that the socialist system is superior to the 
system. Third, its course of development is 

The initial accumulation of capitaliem was ina 

cruel and barbarous form Internally a country adopting 
this system brutally suppressed and cxploited its people 
Externally. such a country plundered their colonies in an 
unbridled manner by such means as selling negro slaves. 
piratical acts, and gunboat policy On the other hand. 
China's socialist development was achieved through 
self-rehance. arduous struggic. and self-accumulation 
This 6 an important aspect to which we must pay 
attention wher comparing socialism and capitalim 
Fourth. its environment and conditions are diffe, cat 
Because of particular historical and geographical « nvi- 
ronments. some capitalist countnes and regions received 
special protection and support from the capitalist world. 
and their economies were developed in a distorted 
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manner On the other hand, however, sociliat China 
was surrounded by capitalist political encirclement and 
economic blockade right from the first day of its 
founding and. under the circumstances of recon ing little 
foreign ard. —— ourvelves mainly by depending on 
our own 


1V, Socialist System and 
— Fala ha Nostalion J 
—A—— — — 


According to the matenalist dialectics viewpoint on 
development. the development of anything 1s 4 process 
This © also true for socmaliet development and the 
process to give play to its superiority In understanding 
the socialist system. not only v ould we know its past 
and its present, bul also its future We must . vow 
viewing it from a stati and owified vrewpoint and must 
fully understand its bright future 


The remarkable achievements made in the establiahment 
and development of the socialist system indicates the 
supreme superiority and strong vitality of the socralist 
system However. such superiority and vitality are just in 
an initial phase Socialiem isa new thing and still at the 
preliminary stage Therefore 11 has a great potential for 
Furthermore such superiority « shown 

to fully release i 1n a ingle 
socialiwm has also proved that its 


to the productive forces and to make progress in 
society The superiority) manifested by such possibility 
dors not mean that «| 6 real. In order to turn such 
possibility into reality we must work arduousl) There. 
_ the mave concerning the superiority of socialrst 
not only about undersianding but 1s also a 
—R 


democracy. perfected the socialist legal system. further 
displayed the supenority of the socialist system. and 
actively promoted development of the national 
economy Through reforms. Xingta: Prefecture has seen 
remarkable changes Aficr the adoption in the rural arcas 
of the contract responsibilit, system with remuncration 
linked to ovtp.l. the enthusasm of the peasants was 
fully mobilized By 1990. the grows output value of gram 
was 68 percent morc than before reform and grow cotton 
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oulpul showed an merease of 2) mes tie town and 
township caterprieces grew rapidly from small ones ther 
gross ouloul value reaching 4.500 mullon yuan. an 
merease wi |) times compared to 1980) Surpassing the 
agiiullural oulpul value Hf became an economy pillar 
of the rural areas Through reforms and op. ning up the 
prefectures secondary and tertiary in .astries saw rapid 
development In 1990) gross industrial output value was 
increased by seven times when compared to 1480 and its 
fiscal revenue had increased by more than three times 
There was also great improvement in the people s mate: 
rial, cultural. and living standards (Compared to 1980 
the prefecture s per capita mecorm: oo the rural areas was 
moreased by 5.) times. Al the wme time, there were 
remarkable achevements mad: in screnmee and tech 
nology education, puble heal) and other cultural 
undertakings This fully tlustrtes that the socal 
system isimbued with enormow supenorty and strong 
vitality So long as we uphold aed develop socmlem. the 
supernornty of the socialist systom will be given greater 
play These has also illustrated that it abwolutely pos 
vible for the socialiet system to overcome its own defi. 
crencies by — on its Own strength. to reach the 
level of perfection Thi  unparalicted in any other 
syeiem 


boot notes 
1 Selected Works of Lenin, Volume 4. p45) 
2 Selected U orks od Vary and bneels Volume)» i)? 
Communist Members Should bias. a High 
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[Article by Liw Volus (0491 3768 6540). reprinted from 
FENDOW (STRUGGLE) No 1. 1991) 


| Teat] Revolutionary consciousness 6 a political charac. 
terse and moral quality that a Communimt Party 
member should have Anyone without this 1 not a real 
communist Recevtl. such revolutionary consciousness 
became indifferent in the minds of of was cven forgotten 
by some people because of the influence of bourgeon 
liberalization. and impacts caused by the commodity 
coonomy It 1s thus necessary for us to understand and 
cherish tt one more time 


Revolutionary conscrousness 1s a high level of claws 
consciousness manifested by the prolctanat who accept 
and apply the Mararst world outlook to understand and 
remold the world, « «= a dynamic function of the 
voluntary revolution derived therefrom It 1s a symbol 
indicating a high level of party spirit and the prolctariat’s 
political conscrousness Therefore. revolutronary con- 
scrousness 1s one of “he basic inherent characteristics of 
4 proletarian political party and 1s its political under. 
standing of inherent spiritual forces and revolution and 
nu « formed by such a party when conscientiously 
masicrs and apples the Maraist world outlook in its 
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practwal work in the course of social reforms, on a 
basen requirement for and a manilestation of a comme 
fist to have a strong sense of vadertaking a mission and 
responeitility as well as to have the spit of voluntarily 
and selflessly struggling for the communimt ideal and 
bravely devoting he i to the cause 


What «© the weologiwal base thal gives fine to the 
proletanan revolutionary consciousness” Firet. such rey. 
olutronary conscrousness 1s based on the rule of histor 
nal development that capitalam inevitably doomed 
and that wocwlem and communnm willeventually win a 
global victory Second. a high level of revolutionary 
coms rousness 1 based on the ideological bass that the 
Prowtanal s lrheration can be achieved only by our own 
ciforts Third o high level of revolutionary conscious 
news os based of the truth-seeking Marsist ideological 


linn 


We do not mean to emphasize the revolutvonary con- 
srowsness at the capense of organizational discipline A 
riged discipline tallies with the revolutionary conscious 
news Both of them were worked out under the guidance 
of Marxism Leninwm. and Mao Zedong Thought Party 
discipline isa requirement of the proletanan revolution 
and a centralized manitestation of the will o. the whole 
Party discipline «based on conscious on ‘orcement 
Therefore party discupline is also a conscious Jim iphine. 
and consciousness 1s an inherent guarantee for effec. 
tively enforcing the discipline In emphasizing con- 
scrowsness. we do not mean to negate the use of force 1 
is NeCe*Ar) to force anyone who fails to act consciously 
to observe the discupline To the advanced clement. who 
really carries out conscious acts. the observation of party 
discopline sa conscious and voluntary act 


How can a Communit Party memer be tramed to have 
eect, a tugh level of -evolutronary conscrousness” 


| He must seriously study Marsist theory in his practical 
work and have firm faith that socialwm must win 


>) He must uphold the party's principles in hes practical 
work and strengthen his consciousness of serving the 


people 


\ He should further sirengthen his concept of organiza- 
tron and enhance his consciousness about implementing 
the party's line 


4 He must further improve his consciousness about 
carrying forward the fine tradition of the party 


Simply put the party member's revolutronary conscrous- 
news 1s closely related to the party's advanced level In 
order to keep the party advanced and pure. we must 
begin by boosting the party spirit and revolutronary 
conmscrousness of party members and enhance the revo- 
luthonary consciousness of all party members to make 
them become prolctanan vanguard fighters who arc 
sicadfast in thew stand. have a clear-cut sand. keep a 
sober mind. and are active and promising This 1s the 
basic guaranice that our party will always be im an 
invincible position 
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[Article by Muang Tian (7806 11.9) 7995) 


a To look up a word, we have word dictionaries. To 
up 4a phrase we have vocabulary dictionaries 
However there ® fo appropriate reference work for 
wellknown sayings and capressions Over the years. 
ae Sp ene > Sp Sean & am 0 ae 
ence work, Now. such a Complete Dictionary of 
Practwal Famous Remarks compiled by noted writer 
n Mu and published by Cruanga: People's Publishing 
and G 4) Education Publishing House is 
available to the 1c. Thos 0s a gratifying event 


Focusing on practical usage. the dictionary collects a 
number of well-known sayings and capressions, making 
ii stand out among the varied reference works Well- 
known sayings and capressons are the products of our 
ancesiors t ts and wisdom the essence of a lan- 
guage and are the treasures of thoughts and information 
in a condensed form Given China's historical and 
cultural devclopment. which goes back to ancient times. 
the quantity of well-known sayings and su 
immense When quoting them people find 
difficult to find the: sources Who said that’ In which 
works were such capresssons printed’ What was the 
exact meaning’ How should they be appropriately 
quoted” These are just some of the this dictio- 
nary addresses. As Mr Chen Yuan [7115 0626), former 
chairman of the State Commission for Literary Work 
and former chief editor of the Commercial Press. says in 
the “Preface” to this dictionary This dictionary 6 very 
useful in many aspects First, allows the weer to 
“confirm well-known sayings which may otherwise be 
confused in his memory © Second. 11 allows the user to 
“discover the source of an ex What was the 
rame of the ancestor who od it” Under what circum. 
stances and for what purpuse did he say 1’ How has it 
changed when being quoted over the years’ This is the 
information people need to know when quoting them ~ 
Third. « allows the user to “check the number of 
expressions accumulated on a particular subject: Each of 
these capressions capounds on the subject from a dif- 
ferent pot of view. By classifying and indexing, 4 
strengthens the user's understanding of such subject 
matter. thereby enlightening the reader Fourth. on the 
part of users. «t may “free them from the resinctions of 
classic language and help them obtain the meaning in 
modern language Therefore. « may be said that the 
Complete Dictionary of Practical Famous Remarks « wo 
practical that « makes up for the deficrencies of word 
and vocabulary dictionaries im terms of usage This 
function cannot be replaced by any other reference 
works and thes 1 also the source of its epecial valuc 


China has an old tradition of compiling reference works 
and classified works The work of cxcerpting mioms. 


ence purposes 

piled the work /mperial Reading Later, books such as 
Collected Writings of Ber Tang, Clanitied Collection of 
Literary Works, and Initial Study Notes trom the Tang 
dynasty, and Jai Ping Imperial Reading and Co bu Yuan 
(rus from the dynasty were generally works com 
piled on a part topic of knowledge of on Compre: 
hensive topics of k They pul emphasize on the 
examination of facts While carrying forward wh a 
tradition, the Complete Dictionary of Practical bamous 
Remarks breaks through the limiiation of emphasizing 
only literary and art works. which was commonly found 
in semilar works in the past Ht eapands the scope to cover 
such domains as life and society thus meeting the 
readers’ needs. The outline of the dictionary i both 
extensive and complete There are 15 000 entries, oF 
more than 2 million characters in the dictionary The 
types of works covered by the dictionary include snp 
tures, classics. historical records poems ballads 
novels, storytelling scripts. and w forth The content 
divided into four parts. namely nature life society and 
culture Each of these parts consists of several sections 
For example. in the pari on life are sections on determ:. 
nation. moral character cultivation. behas ror in society 
health preservation. and sentiments Each section is 
further divided into units For example there are units 
on morals and learning. talent. mind exercises. implna 
tron. intention realm. and overall arrargemen's strata. 
gems. syntactics and semantics rhetorn and polishing 
and herd work in the section of writing under culture 
Such vast entries of quotations are clearly arranged in a 
horizontal manner according to their content” The 
appendices of the dictronary include a brief chart of 
China's dynasties a) do a brief introduction to famous 
persons in Chinese history To help readers look up a 
particular entry. there 1s an indes of centres classified by 
the number of strokes In compiling the dictionary 
materials wer drawn from ar extenwve range of works 
to widen the scope of coverage and the readers field of 
vison. It has covered almost all pat products of ( hina» 
social thought and culture ti can be thened to the 
situation whereby with thes dictionary in hand one may 
extensively read the ewence of China's traditronal cul. 
ture. which 1s one of the mayor features of the C onnplet: 
Dictionary of Practical bamows Remarks 


Another outstanding feature of this dictronary 1 that its 
explanations are accurate and succinct in style While 
bemng casy to undersiand. 1 manages to give the correct 
and precise meanings For cxample the editor pownts out 
that the phrase “enduring as the universe”. which 
often quoted by people. came from Chapter Seven of 
Lao 7: The explanation of the phrase « that “the 
universe cats between space and time The thus 
briefly and clearly helps readers to understand the cxact 
philosophical meaning and realize the hidden profound 
message behind the description about the length of time 
Such meanings are merely caprewed by such a limited 
number of words nothing more and nothing lew. Among 
all these entries. the maximum length of the caplanation 
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notes 1s as Hany as over 200 characters. The average 
length is seo es of characters. It was indeed a difficult 
task to achieve succinctness and clarity at ihe same time 


The selection of entries targeted for this o ctronary were 
well-known sayings and expressions which had spread 
far and wide, had stood the test of time, and were 
frequently quoted In the process of classifica’ion. the 
focal point was on the logic of these sayings and capres 
wons and they were arranged in chronohgical order 
Therefore, when looking up a well-known saying. one 
May compare uo with other remarks of a semilar nature 
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(ine may also trace the evolution of a particular iseue of 


thought by focusing on its development im the long 
process of history 


The Complete Dictionary of Practical bamous Remarks 
is the result of joint efforts by the academic circles and 
inting houses in Ciuanga: Region and Cruangdong 
vince As each and every part of the dictionary shows 
the essence of China's traditional thoughts and language 
in an organized manner, not only does i help readers 
master various divisions of Knowledge by studying these 


well-known sayings. bul it also makes rema con. 
inbutions to carrying forward China's outstanding tra 
ditional culture Thi i indeed a unmque dictionary 
worthy of being recommended to readers 
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